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Unfinished 

Many of the parables of Jesus are “unfinished” - 

that is, there is no clear resolution at the end.  They 

are deliberately “open-ended” because we the 

hearers are supposed to bring the parable to 

fulfillment in our own lives. 

Today’s Gospel 

is the parable of 

the “prodigal 

family.”  Lots of 

things to be 

“resolved:” why 

did the younger 

son want to leave 

home at such a 

young age: did he 

feel unloved or not accepted by his father or brother?  

(By the way - where’s the mother in all this?)  Did the 

older brother ever overcome his anger and join the 

celebration in honor of his runaway brother’s return?  

Why do the sons have trouble accepting their father’s 

love?  (They seem to think they must “earn” their 

dignity by hard work; they don’t seem to understand 

grace, gift and unmerited love.) 

Put yourself in the story wherever you think 
appropriate and then decide how you’d like this 
parable to reach a conclusion with which you 

would be comfortable. 

Fourth Sunday of Lent - Laetare 
Sunday, March 27, 2022 



2 

For those who meticulously count the actual 40 days of 

Lent, we are about two-thirds of the way through our 

journey; hence this Sunday is called “Laetare” Sunday.  

There are two Latin verbs for “rejoicing.”  “Laetare” (as 

distinct from “Gaudete” the third Sunday of Advent) 

refers to the joy which comes from being “fruitful” - that 

is, from the service of good works and sacrifices.  Our 

freely chosen penances and prayers bear fruit as they 

help others find courage and meaning in the midst of 

this pandemic. 

The second half of Lent we are invited to enter into the 

mind and heart of Jesus Christ, the Son of God as He 

freely and lovingly accepts suffering and death for us 

and with us, showing us the way to fullness of life.  As 

we enter into Christ’s obedience, patience and humility, 

our daily Gospels will be almost exclusively from John. 

Rejoice! The Second “Half” of Lent 
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Taking Jesus at His Word 

In today’s Gospel from John 4, we hear the second of 

seven “signs” (or miracles) of Jesus in John’s Gospel.  

This sign - like the first one - took place in a relatively 

obscure village of Cana. (Jesus’ first sign was the 

changing of water into wine at Cana in a very subtle, 

almost anonymous fashion.) 

Now Jesus heals the young son of a court official simply 

by His word: “Go home and your son will live.”  Jesus 

did not need to go and touch the boy; His word alone 

was powerful enough.  The beautiful point of the story 

seems to be that this royal official believed and obeyed 

Jesus; he did not “demand” any special sign from Jesus. 

Jesus is the “Word of God,” the eternal Son “spoken” by 

the Father, the expression and embodiment of the 

Father’s love.  His word is His being and His being is 

His Word.  He does what He says.   

Do you take Jesus at His word when He offers you 

forgiveness and healing? 

Pray for people (perhaps yourself) who have 
doubts and always want reassuring signs. 

Monday, fourth week of Lent 
Monday, March 28, 2022 
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Healing Brings New Challenges 

For 38 years, the paralyzed man lay by the sheep pool 

near the Jerusalem temple waiting to plunge himself into 

the water when it would become agitated.  But he never 

got there fast enough and he was basically resigned to 

never being healed.  But then came Jesus who challenged 

him: did he really want to be healed?  Without any 

involvement with the water, Jesus commanded the man to 

pick up his mat and walk, and he did. 

However, healing of body or spirit brings both freedom 

and responsibility: what are we supposed to do with this 

new gift of a life of mobility?  In John 5, the healed man 

was called to testify regarding who it was that healed him.  

When God offers gifts to us we are held accountable for 

how we use these blessings confided to us. 

Every gift of any kind forces us to make a decision: will 

I go back to my “old ways” or live joyfully with my new 

found freedom? 

What change is 
stirring in your 

heart right now?  
Do you want to be 

changed? 

Tuesday, fourth week of Lent 
Tuesday, March 29, 2022 
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Renewing and Refreshing All 

Creation 

A month ago when we celebrated Ash Wednesday, we 

reflected on the word “refresh” - that God wants to make 

us a “new” creation, more completely His own, freed of 

fear and more open to His gentle invitations to growth.   

Today’s Gospel allows us to enter into the mind and 

heart of Christ the Son of God who speaks about how 

the Father is always “working” and so He also must be 

“working” to sustain all life. 

Our fulfillment of tasks and responsibilities is but a 

“drop-in-the-bucket” compared to the ceaseless 

commitment of energy and self-sacrificing love 

expressed by God. 

Lent to Easter is a journey of “letting go” and allowing 

God to re-fashion us as He wishes.  Will you let Him 

refresh and renew you? 

Pray with a friend, discussing how each of  
you would like to experience some  
renewal/refreshment in your life. 

Wednesday, fourth week of Lent 
Wednesday, March 30, 2022 
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Thursday, fourth week of Lent 

Thursday, March 31, 2022 

Whose Work is it Anyway? 

In John’s Gospel Jesus is constantly engaging in  

theological debates and one of the themes which 

continually arises has to do with this question: What 

does it mean to do the works of God?  The Jews 

believed that by fulfilling their rituals they were “doing 

the works of God.”  They put the emphasis on their own 

“hard work;” they wanted to be able to declare that they 

deserved or earned “heaven.” 

Jesus kept 

reminding them 

throughout the 

Gospel that 

ultimately God does 

the “real” work of 

creating and saving.  

We today also 

need to hear this 

same message of consolation and challenge: our role is 

to accept and be grateful, to trust Him and give up our 

pride and desire for control. 

In today’s readings, we are challenged to believe that even 

our prayer is God’s action: He prays through us.  We 

just need to give Him time and space; He’ll do the rest! 

In what aspects of your life do you need to have 
more trust in God instead of carrying all the 

burdens yourself? 
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Living With the Questions 

Most of us would say there must be an answer to every 

question.  Some people are relentless until they come to 

some answer to the problem at hand.  And when the 

questions get too overwhelming and complicated (like 

Covid 19 and its variants and what’s “safe” etc.),  many 

of us rebel or shut down.  It’s really challenging to live 

with unanswered, unanswerable questions.  But that’s 

life!  And that’s where faith in God comes in.  Note: 

faith in God (not in myself or human resources). 

So many of the arguments of Jesus and the Jews of His 

day are debates we ourselves have with God.  We want 

answers.  Often we think we already have the answers to 

every question.  Jesus just smiles at us and shakes His 

head.  A little humility might be the best answer! 

Take some time to enjoy nature today and 
marvel at the mystery of life - so many things to 

be enjoyed!  Why do we try to control them? 

Friday, fourth week of Lent 

Friday, April 1, 2022 
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Disdain For Galilee 

One of the convictions of the Jews in John’s Gospel was 

that Jesus could not possibly be the Messiah because the 

Messiah could not come from Galilee.  The Jewish 

leadership of Jesus’ time had a disdain for Galilee, the 

northern area of their nation - close to the Gentiles and 

somewhat backward, not sophisticated like Jerusalem.  

Remember how Nathaniel had critiqued Jesus: “Can 

anything good come from Nazareth?” 

We can often “dismiss” people because of their humble 

origins or for 

hundreds of other 

inconsequential 

reasons.  In fact, we 

probably all have 

some shame or 

embarrassment 

about our hometown 

or things from our 

own past.  Why are 

we so critical and 

hard on ourselves (and others)? 

Reach out to someone you’ve forgotten  
and “left behind.” 

Saturday, fourth week of Lent 
Saturday, April 2, 2022 
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Writing on the Ground 

When confronted by Scribes and Pharisees who were 

“using” a woman caught in adultery as a means to 

embarrass Jesus, Jesus refused to let Himself be trapped 

by their question about whether the woman should be 

stoned.  Instead, He simply wrote on the ground. 

For centuries, believers have puzzled over what He might 

have written: perhaps the sins of the accusers?  Perhaps He 

wrote: where’s the man?  Maybe He was just doodling on 

the ground to kill time and avoid eye contact, thus making 

them feel nervous, awkward or embarrassed? 

After a few minutes, He straightened up and challenged 

them: “Let the one among you who is without sin be the 

first to throw a stone at her.”  And a second time He 

wrote on the ground till they all gave up and wandered 

away, thus allowing Him the opportunity to offer her 

His mercy and provide a new beginning for her.  But 

still, why writing on the ground?? We’ll never know for 

sure but perhaps He was 

reminding them (and us) we 

are all from the earth. 

Write a note of mercy to 
yourself! 

Fifth Sunday of Lent 
Sunday, April 3, 2022 


