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Jesus, Remember Me 

This year we hear the Passion according to St. Luke.  

Luke’s version of the dying of Jesus emphasizes the 

mercy of God radiating through Jesus: even as He is 

being arrested, rejected, condemned and crucified, Jesus 

is dispensing mercy.  He heals the ear of the high 

priest’s servant in the 

garden as He is being 

arrested.  He glances 

at Peter with a look 

of mercy even as 

Peter has just denied 

Him the third time.  

He makes peace 

between Pilate and 

Herod without saying 

a word.  He asks God’s forgiveness for those who 

crucified Him.  And He promises paradise to the good 

thief when he asked “Jesus remember me when you 

come into your kingdom.” 

Jesus can never forget us, He remembers each of us and 

our desires to be good and our struggles with sin and 

human foibles.  He “re-members” us also in the sense of 

drawing us together with each other despite our 

differences.  As we contemplate His mercy we begin to 

understand and accept our salvation. 

Meditate on the conversation of Jesus and  
the good thief: make it your own.   

Who needs your word or deed of mercy? 

Palm Sunday 
Sunday, April 10, 2022 
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Tenderness 

Martha and Mary loved Jesus very much and were 

deeply grateful to Him that He had raised Lazarus their 

brother from the dead.  

Probably sensing that trouble 

was in the offing for Jesus, 

Mary wanted to show her 

gratitude.  In a gesture of 

exquisite tenderness she 

anointed the feet of Jesus 

with costly perfume and 

dried His feet with her hair.  

Undoubtedly, Jesus was 

deeply moved by her 

tenderness and understood her “love language” of 

“deeds of service and self-sacrifice.” 

But Judas could not understand the extravagance of 

love; he seemed to be about cold efficiency.  He had 

“other things” on his mind and in his heart.  Who knows 

how differently things might have developed had Judas 

allowed himself to be moved by such tender love!  

Apparently, Judas had already closed his heart to the gift 

of love.  For such a person, betrayal would not have 

been difficult; he was already psychologically distancing 

himself from Jesus. 

What could you do for someone who might  
be in need of tenderness?   

Picture Jesus as you serve that person. 

Holy Monday 
Monday, April 11, 2022 



3 

Between Betrayal and Denial 

As Jesus was celebrating the Passover meal with great 

emotion and had just washed His disciples feet with 

great sensitivity, He also shared His most intimate 

awareness: one of them was in the process of betraying 

Him and one of them would soon deny Him.  And yet in 

the midst of all these reasons for disappointment and self

-pity, He kept on loving each of them.  Even though all 

but one of them would run away from Him, He still 

loved them with the totality of His human heart. 

Jesus was walking forward into the worst kind of death - 

rejection by even His closest and most intimate friends, 

physical torture and psychological loneliness.  He 

probably did not know how “things” would work out but 

He trusted in the presence and love of his Father. 

Try to identify with Jesus at the Last Supper: 
enter into His mind and heart.  He wants to 

show love without judgement.  He wants them 
to remember and keep reliving these hours, so 
He wants them to be holy and beautiful, pure 
and generous, without any hint of bitterness, 

fear or even disappointment. 

Holy Tuesday 
Tuesday, April 12, 2022 
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Surely Not I! 

In Matthew’s account of the Last Supper, after Jesus 

said  that one of them was going to betray Him, one by 

one every disciple in the circle looked at Him and asked 

“Surely not I, Lord?” 

The very fact that each one felt the need to raise the 

question would seem to suggest that such thoughts had 

indeed crossed their mind even if they had never 

articulated it out loud.  Presumably they were sensitive 

men and had good intuition; they knew things were not 

looking good for Jesus.  Perhaps they had been thinking 

of an “exit strategy” if worse came to worse… and in 

truth, all but one of them did run away.  But to their 

credit, apparently they reassembled, waiting and hoping 

for something to happen.  And something did happen! 

Undoubtedly each of us probably 

struggles with questions of faith every 

day.  It’s part of being human; we 

worry about things we cannot control.  

We fear the unknown future.  One 

thing we can learn from today’s 

Gospel and the Passion of Jesus is His 

unfailing mercy. 

Show merciful patience or generosity to 
someone in need or overwhelmed with 

struggles and as you do so, think of Jesus  
showing you that same mercy. 

Holy Wednesday 
Wednesday, April 13, 2022 
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In the Latin, “three days” (tres dies) could be condensed 

into the single word “triduum.”  The “third day” after 

death meant there was no doubt the person had truly died.  

Resurrection could not happen until the “third day;” 

otherwise it might have been simply a resuscitation. 

The earliest Christians did not yet have “Lent” but they 

had an intense three-day experience of the process by 

which Christ gave His life and received it back; through 

prayer and total fasting they sought to share Christ’s 

journey through Death and Resurrection. 

Beginning with the Mass of the Lord’s Supper on Holy 

Thursday through the conclusion of the Easter Vigil, we 

celebrate one liturgy, one Eucharist: on Thursday night 

the Lord explains the meaning of His death (to wash us 

clean; to nourish us); on Good Friday Christ fulfills what 

He promised and on Saturday evening the Father 

confirms his joyful total acceptance of his Son’s death 

with restoration of his full divinity and the pouring forth 

of the Holy Spirit in the working of the Sacraments and 

service of the Church.  Three days, but one mystery of 

Christ and the birth of His Risen Body the Church. 

The Triduum  
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Do You Understand What I Have 

Done for You? 

From the first page of this booklet and throughout Lent 

we have been emphasizing gratitude for all that the Lord 

has done for us: He created us out of love.  He sent his 

Son to save us from fear of death and the shame and 

isolation of sin.  God always acts first; our role is to 

accept, to receive with an open heart.  The disciples 

spent three years learning to be humble receivers; to 

recognize all as loving gift. 

Our role - like theirs 2,000 

years ago - is to strive to 

understand our  exper iences 

of God’s love.  We need to 

keep contemplating the Lord’s 

tenderness in the humble 

service of washing our feet and letting us share in His 

body and blood.  These two experiences of an ultimate 

commitment were Jesus’ last teaching in the 

“classroom” of ministry. 

Two thousand years later we are still struggling to 

understand (and accept) these two powerful gestures that 

make us truly one with Him and at the same time with 

each other. 

Let Jesus wash your feet and ask you directly: 
do you understand that I wash you clean of all 

sin and love you as you are? 

Holy Thursday - Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
Thursday, April 14, 2022 
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The Silence of the Cross 

We have the beautiful tradition of the seven last “words” 

of Jesus, the phrases the Gospel put on his lips as he 

moves toward death.  But ultimately Jesus was the 

Suffering Servant of Isaiah 53 who silently accepted 

death.  By contrast, if we were condemned and dying we 

might have been tempted to proclaim our innocence or at 

least moan in pain. 

Even if Jesus did speak, overall we could say that the 

dying Jesus was silent.  Perhaps he was in a state of 

unspoken and unspeakable prayer with the Father.  

Perhaps the silence is out of respect for us and to teach 

us a new way to communicate love: to accept a presence 

that would no longer be verbal. 

Silence actually speaks!  Silence is not the absence of 

something but the presence of everything.  Christ Jesus 

is inviting us to enter into a mystery of love that goes 

beyond all words.  What is the proper response to 

silence?  Is it not silent presence?  Remaining without 

saying anything.  The silence of being at the side of the 

dying.  The silence of being with 

someone we love.  On this day and 

hour we fall silent together and 

thereby experience profound 

communion and peace. 

Spend time in silence holding 
a cross.  

Good Friday 
Friday, April 15, 2022 
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Embodying the Memory 

In St. Luke’s account of the Passion and Resurrection, 

“the women” are the living link of continuity; they 

embody the memory of Jesus.  They saw where He was 

buried and early the next day they came with spices to 

anoint him.  They were 

startled to see the tomb 

open and were met with 

two men in dazzling 

garments who explained 

“He is not here, He has 

been raised.  Remember 

what He said to you…”  

and the women 

remembered! 

Resurrection faith has to do with remembering together.  

Alone we get overwhelmed and can keep going over 

things in our mind.  With others, we come to greater 

confidence; we complement each other so that together 

we can remember the promise and see the fulfillment. 

“Re-membering” means re-assembling the family of 

faith as well.  The women are the first evangelists and 

proclaim the good  news to the other disciples (who do 

not at first accept their good news!)  Time will prove the 

women to be correct.  Memories build and draw us 

closer to the Lord and each other.  New members join us 

tonight to help us “old-timers” remember anew! 

Share memories of how Resurrection has 
happened in your life. 

Easter Vigil 
Saturday, April 16, 2022 
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The Beloved Saw and Believed 

Easter morning we hear John’s account of the discovery 

of the empty tomb.  Three people are at the tomb: Mary 

Magdalene arrives first and runs to Peter and the 

Beloved, telling them the body of the Lord is missing!  

Mary Magdalene and Peter see the empty tomb but 

cannot get beyond that first “clue” or hint of an 

incredible, surprising mystery. 

The Beloved Disciple saw the burial clothes and the face 

cover and he believed!  Why could he so quickly put the 

pieces together?  Because of his great ability to receive, 

to accept gift and mystery (that’s why he was the 

“beloved disciple” - he let himself be loved by Jesus). 

Easter Sunday 
Sunday, April 17, 2022 
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We can learn from the Beloved: accept every gift that 

God sends.  God is constantly trying to assure us of His 

love.  We do  not need to earn it.  We’ll never “figure it 

out.”  If we let go and trust the power of love, then we 

will become part of the mystery and not just stand on the 

outside looking in.  Resurrection faith means entering 

the tomb and seeing love, not emptiness, looking at the 

cross and seeing not death and loss but love and 

freedom. 

The journey to and from the tomb continues in our life 

every day.  Something within us will have to die this 

year but if it dies and we let go, God will fill that 

emptiness with His healing and renewing love. 

We are all capable of being the Beloved and as long as 

we try our best to let God love us (and all other people) 

as He wants, we will “see and believe.”  We will be part 

of the living memory of Resurrection. 

Amen.  Alleluia! 

This Easter week, try to spend time each day 
with people who most need someone to “be” 

the presence of the Risen Lord.   
Listen to them until they can let go  
of their fears and trust in the gift  

that they are beloved.   :) 

 

Easter Sunday (cont.) 
Sunday, April 17, 2022 
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Epilogue 

We have “arrived” at Easter but the journey of 

remembering with gratitude continues until we all share 

completely in Christ’s victory and new life when we die 

to this world and awake in the presence of God and 

discover our place in the Communion of Saints. 

The best way to continue to celebrate, renew and deepen 

our experience of the process of remembering with 

gratitude is daily (or at least week-end) sharing in the 

Eucharist.  We can also keep the spark of Easter joy 

alive as we look for ways to say “thank you” to God and 

each other by lives of generous charity and compassion.   

Let us help each other “re-member” our faith in Christ. 

Amen, Alleluia! 


