
 

Background on the Gospel 

Today’s Gospel of the resuscitation of Lazarus from the dead is the seventh and 

greatest of the signs of John’s Gospel. Technically Lazarus was resuscitated, brought 

back to human life whereas Jesus rose from the dead and entered a whole new life, no 

longer subject to death. Lazarus would die a human death again, a second time. In this 

sense the Lazarus story is a foreshadowing of the ultimate and far greater sign, the 

resurrection of Jesus from the dead. While the Risen Jesus made earthly appearances 

in His glorified state, He did not return at Easter as the “same old Jesus” He had been. 

One of the techniques John uses throughout his Gospel is language that is ambiguous 

and can be understood in different ways – for example, Lazarus is “asleep.” Does that 

mean natural rest or is it a nice way of saying he has died? 

In John’s Gospel Jesus is 

always trying to take the 

disciples to a deeper level of 

insight and awareness but 

everyone in this story – 

including Martha and Mary – 

at first see just the “surface” 

reality: no one understands 

the point that Lazarus had to 

die so that Jesus could 

resuscitate him. That explains 

why Jesus waited two days 

after hearing the news and before starting the journey to Bethany (which was a 

considerable distance from Galilee – maybe 90 miles or a two-day walk). Of course, the 

same idea applies to Jesus’ own death: He had to die and only then could He be raised 

from the dead. There is no easy transition to life eternal except through death. 
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Points for Prayer and Reflection 

1) Several times in this Gospel Jesus makes reference to the disciples being able to 

see the “glory” of God. “Glory” is a special word in John’s Gospel; it refers to the 

manifestation of God’s presence and power. “Glory” means much more than 

external victory and recognition! “Glory” is actually an inter-active reality: divine glory 

is shared between people and God: God’s glory radiates through us and among us 

precisely as we are empty of ego. God’s glory shines best when we have reached a 

“dead end.” This whole story of Lazarus is the unfolding of the glory of the Heavenly 

Father shining through the humanity of Jesus. Jesus weeps two times and shutters 

at the tragedy of death. He calls upon His Father in prayer before He tells Lazarus to 

come forth from the tomb. At this scene we see the full humanity and divinity of 

Jesus being manifest together: the divine glory of the Father shines through His 

beloved Son as He weeps. Spend some time with the presence of Jesus, fully God 

and fully man. 

2) Both Martha and Mary complain to Jesus because He had not come sooner. They 

feel disappointed but Jesus has a better surprise in store for them. Put yourself in 

their situation and think about times and ways Jesus did not answer your prayer 

when/how you wanted and expected. Can you forgive Him and renew your trust in 

Him? 

3) The story moves in stages as Jesus comes closer to the actual tomb. He spends 

time with Martha discussing the possibility of resurrection and time with Mary 

weeping. He understands and accepts each of them as they are. Pray reflecting on 

Jesus with you as you are struggling right now with some fear, anger or 

disappointment. Can you let Him weep with you and for you? 

4) Jesus calls Lazarus to come forth and then tells them to untie him and let him go 

free. Imagine yourself bound with linen clothes and wanting to be free of constraints.  

What prevents you from genuine spiritual freedom? Pray for release from anger, 

jealousy or addictive behavior. 


