
Ruminations 
In the first reading (Ez 37:12-14) the prophet Ezekiel 
proclaims to the Israelites that God said He will open 
their graves and have them rise from them and will 
bring them back to the land of Israel. Then they will 
know that He is the Lord. He will put His spirit in 
them and will settle them upon their land. Thus they 
will know that He is the Lord. “I have promised and I 
will do it,” says the Lord. 
 
Something to Think About: 
1. God promised through Ezekiel, the prophet, that 
one day He would raise us up from our graves. In the 
verses that follow today’s reading, He also promises 
to place His spirit within us, bringing our mortal 
bodies alive again both physically and spiritually. The 
promise of the resurrection of the body, which will 
occur at the end of time, means that our bones that 
are left in the grave will once again take on flesh. 
What that looks like we are not sure, but we know 
our bodies will be like Jesus’ resurrected body. In 
addition, our spiritual bodies have been reborn in 
baptism when God’s Spirit came and abided in us. 
Our souls will live forever. 
 
2. What God promises, He will do. Not only is it His 
very nature to always be truthful, but there is 
nothing He is incapable of doing. He can suspend the 
laws of nature. He can bring about miraculous cures. 
He can and does work all things for the eternal good 
of every one of His creatures because of His 
unconditional love for each of them. Therefore I can 
completely rely on each and everything that the 
Father has said as well as every word that Jesus 
spoke and was recorded in sacred scriptures under 
the inspiration of His Spirit. I can be fully confident 
that eternal life awaits me and only I can choose to 
will that God’s promise to be void from my 
perspective for He will not violate my free will. 
 
In the second reading (Rom 8:8-11) Paul tells the 
Romans that those who are in the flesh cannot 
please God, but the Christian community is in the 
spirit, if only the Spirit of God dwells in them. If you 
do not have the Spirit of Christ in you, you do not 
belong to Him. But if Christ is in you, the spirit is 
alive because of righteousness, although the body is 
dead through sin. If the Spirit who raised Jesus from 

the dead dwells in you, the One who raised Him will 
give life to your mortal bodies also through His Spirit. 
 
Something to Think About: 
In this passage Paul’s reference to the “flesh” refers 
to an existence that is shaped and controlled by the 
values and standards of the world that is in rebellion 
against God. A life in the Spirit, on the other hand, 
refers to an existence that is surrendered to God, to 
His grace and to the action of the Holy Spirit who 
dwells in the believer. The Holy Spirit enlightens us, 
empowers us to act, and inspires us to do good. Also 
He is the pledge of eternal life. We received the Holy 
Spirit at our baptism when He made His dwelling in 
us. Although we most often pray to the Father 
through Jesus, we do so by the power of the Holy 
Spirit working in us. We should not neglect to pray to 
the Holy Spirit also for the gift of understanding, 
strength and courage to do what is right. 
 
In the gospel (Jn 11:1-45) Lazarus, who lived with his 
sisters Mary and Martha, was ill. The sisters sent 
Jesus word about their brother. Jesus loved them. 
He said that Lazarus’ illness would not end in death 
but that God would be glorified through it. Jesus 
remained two days and then said to His disciples, 
“Let us go back to Judea.” The disciples asked 
whether He wanted to go back even though they 
just tried to stone Him there. He stated that their 
friend Lazarus was asleep and He was going to 
awaken him. The disciples thought He meant Lazarus 
was napping so Jesus told them clearly that Lazarus 
was dead. Thomas said, “Let us also go to die with 
Him.” When Jesus arrived, Lazarus had been in the 
tomb for four days. Many Jews had come to comfort 
Martha and Mary. When Martha heard Jesus was 
coming, she went out to meet Him. She said, “Lord, 
if you had been here, my brother would not have 
died but even now… whatever you ask God, God will 
give you.” Jesus told her that her brother would rise. 
Martha acknowledged that he would rise on the last 
day. Jesus told her, “I am the resurrection and the 
life; whoever believes in me, even if he dies, will 
live.” He asked her if she believe this. She said she 
did and had come to believe that He was the Christ. 
She then secretly went to her sister and told her that 
the Master was asking for her. Mary got up quickly 



to go to Him. Some Jews saw this and presuming she 
was going to the tomb they followed her. Mary fell 
at Jesus’ feet and said, “Lord, if you had been here, 
my brother would not have died.” When Jesus saw 
her weeping, He became deeply troubled. He asked, 
“Where have you laid him?” As she led Him to the 
tomb, Jesus wept. Some Jews asked that if He was 
able to open the eyes of a man born blind could He 
not have done something to prevent Lazarus’ death? 
When they came to the tomb Jesus told them to 
take the stone away. Martha complained that he had 
been dead for four days and there would be a 
stench. Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you 
believe you will see the glory of God?” When they 
took the stone away Jesus raised His eyes to heaven 
and said, “Father, I thank you for hearing Me, I know 
that you always hear me.” He said this for the sake 
of the crowd that they might believe that God had 
sent Him. Then He cried out in a loud voice, 
“Lazarus, come out!” He came out tied hand and 
foot with the burial bands. Jesus said to untie him. 
Now many of the Jews who were there came to 
believe in Him. 
 
Something to Think About: 
1. Mary and Martha sent for Jesus, hoping that He 
would use His miraculous power to heal their 
brother, but Jesus deliberately delays. This seems 
rather callous. Like many times when we pray, God 
does not seem to arrive on time to solve our 
problem. God doesn’t seem to answer our prayers. 
Ahh but God answers all prayers according to His 
timing. He knows what will work out better for us 
even if not done instantly. Jesus loved Lazarus; He 
wept at his death. He loves us too; He is not 
indifferent. By changing Martha’s heart He showed 
His wisdom by performing an even greater miracle 
than the healing of Lazarus. Jesus also showed that 
the was capable by conquering even death. So too 
with our prayer; He loves us, sees the bigger picture, 
and is able. 
 
2. On a previous visit to Lazarus’ home Martha had 
been anxious about many things while Mary sat at 
the feet of Jesus. True to their character this time 
Martha runs out to Jesus while Mary waited for 
Jesus to come to her. Mary’s faith was greater. She 
knew that Jesus was capable of anything and that He 
loved the three of them. Mary trusted more. By 

dialoguing with Martha Jesus increases her faith, 
which is a great miracle in and of itself. Do I ask for 
greater faith in Jesus? 
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