IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
CATHOLIC CHURCH

SERVING MONROVIA, DUARTE AND BRADBURY SINCE 1905

Parish Staff

Rev. Joachim Lepcha—Pastor Rev. Deusdedit Najja — Associate Pastor

.': Deacon (Retired) Michael ‘Mike’ Salcido — Deacon Ron Sanchez
| 1
) IMMACULATE CONCEPTION \ Richard Soto: Business Manager-Bookkeeper
(| % CHURCH & SCHOOL » | Marva A. Glean: Liturgical Director
"

Tim Bullara: Music Director ~ Mary Ann Brewer-Nolan: Annulments: (626) 484-1355
Miriam Rojas: School Principal~ Ana Gutiermrez: School Secretary
Rosa Carrillo & Maria Castro: Religious Education Coordinators

Parish Office:(626) 358-1166

Third Sunday of Advent December 17, 2023

740 S. Shamrock Avenue ~Monrovia, California 91016 -(626) 358-1166 -www.icmonrovia.org

SUNDAY MASSES Immaculate Conception Mission Stalement

We the faith community of Imnmaculate Conception,
empowered by our Baptism, Commit ourselves to live the
Gospel message. Affirmed through the grace of our
ENGLISH ESPANOL Eucharistic celebrations, it is our vision fo reach out lovingly in
prayer, formation and service.

MISAS DOMINICALES

Saturday Vigil Domingo
5:00PM 12:00 PM
Sunday 7:00 PM
8:00 AM
10:00 AM
5:00 PM

RECONCILIATION

RECONCILIACION

Saturday/ Sabado 3:00-4:00 PM

WEEKDAY MASSES
MISAS ENTRE SEMANA

ENGLISH ESPANOL
MONDAY - FRIDAY LUNES-VIERNES Declaracién de la misién de la Inmaculada Concepcién
7:30 AM 5:00 PM Nosofros, la comunidad de fe de la Inmaculada Concepcidn,
SATURDAY facultados a fravés de nuestro Bautismo,
7:30 AM nos comprometemos a vivir el mensaje del Evangelio. Afirmado en la

gracia de nuestras celebraciones Eucaristicas, es nuestra vision el
poder alcanzarlos carinosamente en oracidn, formacion y servicio.

Religious Education/ Educacién Religiosa
(624) 357-3010 Ext. 271, 272 or 274

Tuesday-Friday 12:00PM-8:00PM
Saturday 9:00AM —1:00PM

OFFICE HOURS/ Horario de Oficina
MONDAY-FRIDAY 9AM-5PM

Immaculate Conception School
Mon.- Fri. 7AM-1PM (626) 358-5129 or

E-mail.: mrojas@icmonrovia.org

Saturday 9AM-12PM
(626) 358-1166
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Por favor oremos por las Intenciones de la semana

l S$aturday December 16th

| 5:00PM English

g Robin Diaz (L)

8 Dominguez Family S_)

i Esperanza Castillo (D)
Rufina Liao Siaa SD)

l Jude Rosales Flor Jr. (D)

! Sunday December 17th
H 8:00AM English
g All seminars (L)
l Paul G. Hellwig (D)
Maria Jesus Garcia de Romo (D)
! Ernesto Melgarejo (
# 10:00AM English
8 All Catechism (L)
Bob DqB(D)
B Charlie Day (D)
8 Jude Rosales Flor Jr. (D)
B Leticia Cochico (D)

-]

B 12:00PM $panish
A todos los sacerdotes (L)

g lida Pano (D)

a Miguel Huerta Jr. (D)

B Jose Luis Herrera (|

8 Dionicio Mendoza ( IB

8 Jose Angel Ramirez (D)
Panchito Javier Romero (D)

g Rafaelito Heredia (D!

g Guillermo Garcia (D) 1 afio anniv.

i 5:00PM English
All Deacons (L)
l Fr. Patrick Nwokeogu (L)
B Susan Holizinger (L)
8 Oscar Duarte (Iﬁ)
! Deacon Pedro Rojas (D)

l 7:00PM $panish
anessa Magana irthday
BV M L) Birthd
i Amelia Campos (|
8 Juana de Ramos (| B
B Leopoldo Galindo
l Gumercindo Leén (D

B
o
! Monday December 18th
B 7:30AM English

Armando De Castro (L? Health
g Marcela Jamir (L) Health
g Kenneth Jamir SS Health

8 Eduardo Silva
i Reynaldo Jamir (D)

l 5:00PM $panish

B Jose Guadalupe Guerrero Garcia (D)

g Tuesday December 19th

E 7:30AM English
Alma de Jesus (D) 1Yr.
! Victor T. Oyama (D)
g Zenaida Barros (

g Rosalinda Patola (D)

5:00PM $panish
g Victor T. Oyama (Dz
g Dora Pio de Torres (D)

Wednesday December 20th
7:30AM English
Alma de Jesus (D)

5:00PM $panish
Por las animas del pugatorio

rﬂﬂ

Thursday December 213t
7:30AM English

Antonio Deita (D)

Ron Gillespie (L) Birthday

5:00PM $panish
Jessica Valdez Valdivia (L)
Birthday

Friday December 22nd
7:30AM English

Nicholas Paredes (L) Birthday
Jose Martin Reyes (D) Anniv
Alma de Jesus (D)

5:00PM $panish
Anita Valdez gL) Birthda:

Emilio Sanchez (D

Teodora Silva (D

Sonia Ayala (D

Saturday December 23rd
7:30AM English

Jose Luis Herrera (D)

Por las animas del pugatorio

community:
For The sick: For the Deceased:

e Bill Estrada
e Mary Ann Estrada ° Ernesto Melgarejoc
e Mary Estrada ¢ Bill I-!ancuff
e Juan Cabral ® Agapito Gallardo

H Ivn Rh ® Caritina Valdivia
® .aro yn Rhue ® Dionicio Mendoza
e Liwayway Gonzalez Irma Castefieda
e Maggie Gray e Donna Mae Natali
®  Angelina Dellegriano ® Gloria Donovan

Online | Giving

maintaining your donations by mail or online

KEEP SUPPORTING THE

CHURCH

Church still pays
utilities, insurance,

staff, and other bills. Without your

support

the Church cannot function. Please

consider

Giving at:
http://myowngiving.com/
God bless you!

Join us for Adoration every Wednesday And

Friday after
7:30 a.m. English mass.

Acompaienos en la Adoracién todos los
Miércoles, Jueves y Viernes antes de la misa

en Espainiol de las 5:00 p.m.

December 17, 2023

L O

We also pray for the sick and deceased of our
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My Spirit rejoices in God my Savior

Joy cannot be manufactured. Today, the world offers us
so much temporary joy, such as public entertainments,
social-media, pubs, casinos, and nightclubs. They can-
not guarantee happiness, neither can joy be plucked
from usage of drugs, alcohol and dope. The joy is the
result of walking on the right path, doing the right
things, and joy cannot be pursued for its own sake. It is
the product of right living and accepting God’s will in
our lives.

Mother Mary is our model whom we follow on how to
pursue happiness and joy in God. She guides us during
the Advent season, our journey of faith. She shows us
how to yield to the Lord in our hearts and allow him to
unfold his plan for our lives. Jesus accepted the cross
with joy; Mary suffered, and her heart was pierced to
see her son crucified. We ought never to forget that it
is through the wilderness of our lives, with dread,
terror, sickness, problems, hardship, deprivations, and
loneliness that is indeed cause for our realistic

rejoicing. Saint Paul encourages us to follow him as he
endured every suffering with faith and joy. “May the
God of peace make you perfect and holy, and may you
all be kept safe and blameless, spirit, soul, and body,
for the coming of our Lovd Jesus Christ. God had
called you and he will not fail you.”

Joy is also the fruit of living close to God. When we
look into our own heart, we see such sentiments as
gratitude, thoughtfulness and kindness, love, a positive
attitude, trust in God and awareness of God’s love, then
we know we are a joyful people. During this Advent
Season, we receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation,
where we find the inner joy of being accepted by God
as we are, and we are forgiven. We try to do some
corporal act of mercy, to help the needy, the parish
community, or by assisting to pay the mounting bills of
Church maintenance, staff salaries and thereby gain a
joy of being charitable, loving, and helpful.

Saint Paul says, “Rejoice always.” (1 Thess. 5:16) As
we prepare ourselves for the coming of our Lord at
Christmas, we should prepare our hearts and minds to
be pure to welcome Him, by receiving the sacrament of
reconciliation.

We can rejoice always in the mercy and forgiveness of
God. In fact, true contrite hearts brings true joy. Saint
John the Baptist calls urgently to “make straight the
way of the Lord” (Jn. 1:23) because he wants to receive
the true joy in Jesus.

Father Joachim Lepcha

Mi espiritu se alegra en Dios mi Salvador

La alegria no se puede fabricar. Hoy en dia, el mundo
nos ofrece tanta alegria temporal, como
entretenimientos publicos, redes sociales, pubs,
casinos y clubes nocturnos. No pueden garantizar la
felicidad, ni tampoco se puede obtener alegria del uso
de drogas, alcohol y drogas. El gozo es el resultado de
caminar por el camino correcto, de hacer las cosas
correctas, y el gozo no se puede buscar por si mismo.
Es el producto de vivir correctamente y aceptar la
voluntad de Dios en nuestras vidas.

La Madre Maria es nuestro modelo a quien seguimos
sobre cémo buscar la felicidad y el gozo en Dios. Ella
nos guia durante el tiempo de Adviento, nuestro
camino de fe. Ella nos muestra cémo rendirnos al
Senor en nuestro corazén y permitirle desarrollar su
plan para nuestras vidas. Jesus aceptd la cruz con
alegria; Maria sufrié y su corazén fue traspasado al
ver a su hijo crucificado. Nunca debemos olvidar que
es a través del desierto de nuestras vidas, con el te-
mor, el terror, la enfermedad, los problemas, las difi-
cultades, las privaciones y la soledad, lo que realmen-
te es motivo de nuestro regocijo realista. San Pablo
nos anima a seguirlo mientras soportaba cada su-
frimiento con fe y alegria. “Que el Dios de paz os haga
perfectos y santos, y que todos vosotros seais guardados
sanos y salvos, en espiritu, alma y cuerpo, para la veni-
da de nuestro Senor Jesucristo. Dios os ha llamado y no

os fallara”™.

La alegria es también fruto de vivir cerca de Dios.
Cuando miramos dentro de nuestro propio corazén,
vemos sentimientos como gratitud, consideracién y
bondad, amor, una actitud positiva, confianza en Dios
y conciencia del amor de Dios, entonces sabemos que
somos un pueblo alegre. Durante este tiempo de
Adviento, recibimos el Sacramento de la Reconcili-
acion, donde encontramos el gozo interior de ser
aceptados por Dios tal como somos y somos
perdonados. Tratamos de hacer algun acto corporal
de misericordia, para ayudar a los necesitados, a la
comunidad parroquial, 0 ayudando a pagar las
crecientes facturas de mantenimiento de la Iglesia,
los salarios del personal y asi obtener la alegria de ser
caritativos, amorosos y serviciales.

San Pablo dice: “Estad siempre alegres”. (1 Tes. 5:16)
Mientras nos preparamos para la venida de nuestro
Senor en Navidad, debemos preparar nuestro corazén
y nuestra mente para ser puros para recibirlo,
recibiendo el sacramento de la reconciliacién.

Podemos regocijarnos siempre en la misericordia y el
perdén de Dios. De hecho, los corazones verdadera-
mente contritos traen verdadero gozo. San Juan
Bautista llama urgentemente a “enderezar el camino
del Seior” (Jn. 1,23) porque quiere recibir la verdadera
alegria en Jesus.

Padre Joachim Lepcha
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i The Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the
| l Blessed Virgin Mary, Patronal Feast Day of the
g i United States. And the namesake of our parish.

2 > % December 8th, the Church celebrated the Solemnity of the
W, Immaculate Conception, with a bilingual Vigil Mass on
Ry December 7th, then, we opened the day with the Sacrifice of the

e IR Mass at 7:30AM. We enjoyed a luncheon, with an assortment of
W1 ﬁ;’ -, delicious foods from our community. Pozole was a sumptuous

* ¥/ hit. The highlight of the day was our Marian procession with the
% 5 rosary in both languages, into our evening liturgy then light
refreshment closed off the evening. Thank you to our liturgical
and devotional ministries and to everyone who participated to
make this day a memorable one.
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Father Lepcha concelebrating mass on the Feast of our lady of
Guadalupe at the Basilica in Mexico City....... What a Blessing!

Padre Lepcha concelebrando misa en la Fiesta de Nuestra ¢

endicion!
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Guadalupe en la Basilica de la Ciudad de M égi] S (0]
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Poinsettia Donation
Donacion de flores de Noche

- . . . . Buena

T'here 1s a beautiful legend of a little girl

named Maria and her brother Pablo who

had no gifts to give the baby Jesus. She Existe una hermosa leyenda de una nifia llamada Maria
picked a few weeds and brought them to the feet of y su hermano Pablo que no tenian regalos para darle al
Jesus, and they blossomed into these beautiful flowers nifio Jesus. Flla cortd algunas malas hierbas y las llevo a
of red; then there is the story of Pepita; then the story los pies de Jesus, y florecieron en estas hermosas flores

of how the plant got to America. All these stories are rojas; luego esta la historia de Pepita; luego la historia de

beautiful; and these bright plants of red and white are
used to decorate the church at Christmas to welcome
the baby Jesus.

Please consider donating a beautiful red or
white Poinsettia for our sanctuary and church Nochebuena roja o blanca para las ventanas de
windows. If you would like to make a monetary nuestro santuario y de la iglesia. Si desea hacer una

coOmo llego la planta a América. T'odas estas historias
son hermosas; y estas plantas brillantes de color rojo y
blanco se utilizan para decorar la iglesia en Navidad
para darle la bienvenida al nifio Jesus.

Por favor considere donar una hermosa

poinsettia donation to honor a loved one, donaciéon monetaria de flor de pascua para honrar a
please stop by the Parish office during business  un ser querido, pase por la oficina parroquial
hours 9:30AM to 4:30PM or place a check in durante el horario de 9:30 a.m. hasta las 4:30 p.m. o

coloque un cheque en la canasta de recoleccién

the collection basket with the word Poinsettia
con la palabra Nochebuena en la linea de notas.

in the memo line. .
Le agradecemos su donacién para ayudar a

embellecer el santuario con la “flor de la
Nochebuena”.

We thank you for your donation in helping beanutsfy the sanctuary
with the ‘flower of the Foly Night” “flor de la Noche Buena
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1C. STEM Academy News

We wish our Immaculate
Conception Communilty a very
Merry Christmas and Happy New
?Year' May your homes be filled with peace and

,;fblessmgs this IHoliday season. 1IC STEM
§Acaderny will begin Christmas Break on

g Thursday, December 21 and will return to school
& on Monday, January 8.
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.“"‘:our website at www.icschoolmonrovia.org for

«'*” more information. Do not let finances keep you

w & away from an innovative Catholic education.
Scholarshlps are available.
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- ADVENT RECONCILITION PENANCE SERVICE,

2023
- Come, turn your hearts back to God with Confession and an
3 act of Penance.
Our Bi-lingual Advent Communal Penance Service, is
3 Tuesday December 19th,
at 7:00PM.

Several priests, both English and Spanish speaking will be

available here in the church.

VA2
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' ADVIENTO RECONCILIACION PENITENCIA, 2023

Ven, y vuelve anuestros corazones hacia Dios con la
Confesion y un acto de Penitencia.

Nuestro Servicio Comunal de Penitencia de Adviento
bilingiie, es el martes 19 de diciembre

alas 7:00PM.

Varios sacerdotes, que hablan en inglés y en espafiol
estardn disponibles aqui en la iglesia.
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CHRISTMAS

December 25, 2023 - January 8, 2024

b33

Come Celebrate the Sacrifice of the Mass this Christmas
season starting with...

The Vigil of Christmas Mass December 24
5:00PM English speaking
&

7:00PM Spanish speaking -- bring the children,
and the elderly.

Christmas Eve Mass of the Night:
11:00PM -- English speaking.

Christmas Day - 10:00AM English speaking
&
12:00PM Spanish speaking.

NO EVENING LITURGIES

New Year’s Eve.. All liturgies are in place for the day,
Holy Day of Obligation.

New Year’s Day — 10:00AM English speaking
&
12:00PM Spanish speaking.

NO EVENING LITURGIES

g’l‘ﬁi####‘#‘####‘######i*‘####‘####‘#i‘ﬁ#i#‘ﬁ
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NAVIDAD

25 de diciembre de 2023 - 8 de enero de 2024

Venga a Celebrar el Sacrificio de la Misa
esta temporada de Navidad comenzando con...

La Misa de la Vigilia de Navidad diciembre 24
alas
5:00PM en Ingles
&
7:00PM en espaiiol —
traiga a los nifios, y a los ancianos.

La Misa de Nochebuena a las 11:00PM -- inglés.

Dia de Navidad - 10:00AM inglés
&
12:00PM espaiiol.

NO HAY LITURGIAS EN LA TARDE

La Noche Vieja... Todas las liturgias estan
en su lugar para el dia, Santo Dia de Obligacién.

Dia de Afio Nuevo - 10:00AM Inglés y
12:00PM espaiiol

NO HAY LITURGIAS EN LA TARDE

TR IR
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December 16-17 || Keeping children safe
in holiday crowds

This Christmas, your family will likely be in
a crowd or two — at school functions, visit-
ing Santa at the mall, Christmas Eve Mass.
According to the National Center for Miss-
ing and Exploited Children, over 400,000
children go missing every year in the US.
Crowds are a perfect opportunity for a per-
petrator to take advantage of chaos and
distraction. Before you head out into the
holiday frenzy, talk to your children about
some ground rules: Stay together and com-
municate about where you are headed if
you change directions or plans. Consider
the “two big steps” rule, which tells your
child not to be more than two steps away
from you at all times. That way, you can
easily keep eyes on each other. For more
tips, visit

Mantener a los nifios seguros en las multi-
tudes durante las fiestas de fin de afo

Esta Navidad, su familia probablemente es-
tara entre una multitude o dos —en las fun-
ciones escolares, visitando a Santa en el cen-
tro comercialm Misa de Nochebuena. Segun
el Centro Nacional para Nifios Desaparecidos
y Explotados, mas de 400 mil ninos desapare-
cen cada ano en Estados Unidos. Las multi-
tudes son una oportunidad perfecta para que
un perpretador aproveche el caos y la distrac-
cion. Antes de lanzarse al frenesi navideno,
hable con sus hijos sobre algunas reglas
basicas: permanezcan juntos y comuniquen
hacia donde se dirigen si cambian de direc-
cion o de planes. Considere la regla de los
“dos grandes pasos”, que le dice a su hijo que
no debe estar a mas de dos pasos de usted
en todo momento. De esta manera podran
vigilarse mutuamente con mucha facilidad.
Para obtener mas consejos,

visite

In today’s Gospel John the Baptist urges us to “Prepare the way
of the Lord”. We are called to help prepare the way of the Lord
by making the real meaning of Christmas come alive in our own
hearts, in our family, and to reach out to those in need.

Is there a family you know who needs assistance? Please call
the Society of St. Vincent de Paul so that together we can help
the suffering and poor to celebrate Christmas.

St. Vincent de Paul, Immaculate
Conception Conference
¢/o Immaculate Conception Church
740 S. Shamrock Ave.,
Monrovia CA 91016
Donate online at:

CHRISTMAS TREES ARE BACK, to
raise money for our beloved
Immaculate Conception Church
(LOCATION: 730 S. Shamrock Avenue
aka THE CONVENT)

Please call the office for more
information: 626-358-1166

CHRISTMAS TREE

Exhibit 'A’ PRICE LIST
TREE TYPE SIZE SALE PRICE

DOUGLAS FIR 5'to6' $75.00 EACH 30Trees
6'to7° $85.00 EACH 60Trees
7to8 $95.00 EACH 60Trees

NOBLE/NORDMANN FIR 5'to6' $100.00 EACH 30Trees
6'to7' $120.00 EACH 60Trees
7to8 $155.00 EACH 60Trees

CONSIGNMENT ITEMS

Wood Stand & Waterbowl 2X4X36 $20.00 EACH 50Stands

GOD BLESS YOU ALL

Steeucirelship

Qe give becerise Lie gave
December 10, 2023 / 10 de Diciembre
Masses/ Misas

Total: $15,750.00

Gruakefil,
Thankfid and Blessed
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Support a lifetime of service. Women
and men religious have spent their $ .
lives serving others in prayer, o s )
ministry, education, and care for those ”
in need—usually for little or no pay. s

Today, their religious communities do ®
Please give generously ¢ not have enough retirement savings. H ls

the upcoming collection.
; As they age, they require essential care =
Retir emgnt Fund and medications. Please support them ngllt
for Religious by giving to the Retirement Fund for 2023
Religious. Your donation makes a

difference for nearly 25,000 senior

"

- : MAKE A
men and women religious. Please give generously. 30™ ANNIVERSARY
GIFT TODAY!|
Called to Renew 2

November 2023 Called to Renew update 2
=)

Parish Name: Immaculate Conception

Parish
Parish Goal: $1,090,000.00 £
Total Pledged: $1,223,334.93 "l’! l

Total Paid: $658,805.24 Maore than an average annual appeal
: . TOGETHER IN kil il st S ot icn
Please continue to send us in your MISSION . oot g e ‘ enn
pledges. Your donations will help to e s Ve ke
complete our goal.

A BIG THANK YOU! FROM THE CONFIRMATION PROGRAM

The Immaculate Conception confirmation ministry thanks the Church for their support of our
fundraiser held on Sunday December 10th to raise funds for the Second-Year confirmation
retreat.

We also wish to thank the parents who donated their time and resources to make this possible.

With their hard work we were able to raise $6,509.00.

We congratulate! the raffle winners.
First Prize: ElImer Baul

Second Prize: Maria Rivera

Third prize: Montserrat Fernandez

Thanks to everyone for your support.
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