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“He is not here, for he has been raised just as he said.”

The month of April brings new life in many ways.  Trees and bushes have begun to bud new life as the weather warms.  Birds are nesting; baby rabbits and squirrels are everywhere.  As we take time to enjoy the beauty of all these things, we rejoice in the Resurrection of Jesus at Easter and the promise of eternal life that each of us is given.  

Holy week brings to us many things:  
· The triumphant entry of Jesus into Jerusalem; 
· The Last Supper where Jesus gives us the Eucharist, the bread of life.  He also gives us the “Mandatum”, the call to take care of our neighbor, as He symbolizes in the washing of the feet of the apostles.
· The passion and crucifixion of Jesus.  In our sorrow, we are all called to embrace the cross of Jesus in unity with Christian believers everywhere.
· The joy of the Resurrection as Jesus triumphs over death and opens the gates of Heaven.

As we reflect on these holiest and joyous of times, we continue to remember the year of St. Joseph.  Joseph is the most hidden of the saints.  In fact, he has been called "The Forgotten Saint."  His exterior life reveals nothing extraordinary or striking.  Yet he is exalted by the Church, after Our Lady, as the greatest of all the saints and even as Patron of the Universal Church.  He answered the call of God, much like Mary, to fulfill a specific purpose – foster-father of Jesus.  Each of us, as members of the Body of Christ, is also called.  We are challenged to reflect:

1) In what ways am I called to serve God in my life?  
2) How am I responding to these challenges that God is calling me?  Do I say “yes” or am I hesitant to respond?  Why?


Prayer to St. Joseph in times of difficulty:

O glorious St. Joseph, you have power to render possible even things which are considered impossible.  Come to our aid in our present trouble and distress.  Take this important and difficult affair under your particular protection that it may end happily.  (pause to include request)  O dear St. Joseph, all our confidence is in you.  Let it not be said that we would invoke you in vain; and since you are so powerful with Jesus and Mary, show that your goodness equals your power.  Amen. 
