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Basilica of Saints Peter and Paul Directory of Relics 

In grateful appreciation of the generous donation of sacred relics to the Basilica of Sts. 

Peter and Paul, Chattanooga, TN, by John George Jerome Holland III, KHS.  

 

John Holland began collecting relics at age 13, living in Miami Gardens, Florida. Deeply 

devoted to the Church, saints, and priests, as a young teenager John Holland consecrated 

himself to the Blessed Virgin Mary and sought be become a Redemptorist priest. He 

entered Seminary, but had to leave to help his family, and did not return. His whole life 

he was active in the Church, especially with helping the priests, and his life work was 

collecting relics to be venerated in churches. Many of the relics were obtained from a 

motherhouse in Rome, the Augustinian Monasterium S. Luciae in Silice, which sent him 

relics through a priest friend working at the Vatican. John Holland also received many 

relics from Poland, including from the private collection in the home of Pope St. John 

Paul II. John Holland married Elaine Holland in 2003, and they moved to Chattanooga, 

TN, where he passed away in 2016. John Holland’s life goal was to become a Knight of 

the Holy Sepulcher, and honor that was granted just before his death. In 2016 he was 

posthumously inducted. John Holland graciously donated his collection of over 175 relics 

to the Basilica of Sts. Peter and Paul.  

 

This Directory of Relics Booklet was compiled as part of the American Heritage Girls 

Stars and Stripes Project of Therese Ohotnicky.  
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St. Elizabeth Ann Seton - Jan. 4 

                                                              
 

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f7/Saint_Elizabeth_Ann_Seton_%281774_-_1821%29.gif  

 

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton was born in 1774 in New York City. Her family was strongly 

Episcopalian. At 20 years old, she married William Seton, a prominent young 

businessman, but after less than 10 years, he died of tuberculosis. They had travelled to 

Italy for William’s health when he died, and while there Elizabeth was attracted to the 

Catholic faith. She converted to Catholicism, and returning to America, began a 

Catholic school in Emmitsburg, Maryland. She founded a religious order of sisters, the 

Sisters of Charity of St. Joseph, the first religious order of women founded in the United 

States. She died of tuberculosis in 1821. She became the first American-born saint 

canonized by the Church. 

 https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=180  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f7/Saint_Elizabeth_Ann_Seton_%281774_-_1821%29.gif
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f7/Saint_Elizabeth_Ann_Seton_%281774_-_1821%29.gif
https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=180
https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=180


St. John Neumann - Jan. 5 

     
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/53/Neumann.png                                                                   

St. John Neumann was born in Bohemia in 1811. He felt a call to the priesthood, but 

there was an abundance of priests in his country, so he moved to America in order to be 

ordained. Later he joined the Redemptorists, but remained a parish priest. He first 

served a large parish throughout western New York to Pennsylvania. In 1852, he was 

appointed the bishop of Philadelphia. He was passionate about serving the poor and 

immigrants of his diocese. He also greatly expanded the Catholic school system in his 

diocese. He gave himself completely to his people, remaining extremely poor even as a 

bishop. He died suddenly of a heart attack in 1860. 

https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=18  
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St. Andre Bessette - Jan. 6 

                                                             
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/0e/Saint_Andr%C3%A9_Bessette.jpg 

Bl. Andre Bessette was born in Canada in 1845. He was orphaned at a young age and 

grew up without an education, moving from odd job to odd job. He joined the Holy 

Cross Brothers (a teaching order) in 1870, but they were not encouraged by his poor 

health and lack of education. He appealed to the bishop to be allowed to remain in the 

order, and was allowed. After making vows, he became the porter at Notre Dame 

College in Montreal, a position he kept for the rest of his life. He had a great devotion to 

St. Joseph, and spent years raising money to build a chapel to St. Joseph on a mountain 

near the college. He was also famous in Montreal for his healing miracles. When he died 

in 1937, the sick flocked to his funeral, and to this day, the basilica of his shrine to St. 

Joseph is still a pilgrimage site. 

https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=70   

http://holycrosscongregation.org/holy-ones/st-andre-bessette/  
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Bl. Peter Donders - Jan. 14 

                                                     
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/45/Peerke_Donders.jpg 

Bl. Peter Donders was born in Holland in 1807. He was ordained a priest and became a 

missionary to the Dutch colony in Surinam. After 14 years, he volunteered to serve the 

leper colony at Batavia. He joined the Redemptorists in 1866. He remained among his 

lepers until he died in 1887.  

https://redemptorists.net/redemptorists/saints/donders/  

.https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=103  
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St. Thomas Aquinas - Jan. 28  

 

                                                                           
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/d1/Carlo_Crivelli_007.jpg  

 

St. Thomas Aquinas was born in the castle of Roccasecca in Sicily in 1226. Though his 

parents were well-off, Thomas was expected to enter the monastery, as he was the 

youngest son. At the age of five, Thomas began his schooling at Monte Cassino, later 

transferred to Naples, and eventually decided to join the recently formed Dominican 

order. Though his family attempted to prevent him from joining the order, Thomas 

prevailed and became a Dominican. Thomas received his master’s degree in Theology 

in Paris, and was later appointed regent master in theology at Paris. Thomas wrote 

many works during his life, the most famous being the “Summa Theologiae.” He is 

considered one of the greatest intellectuals of the Church. St. Thomas died on March 7, 

1274. He was canonized by Pope John XXII on July 18, 1323. He is the patron saint of 

students and universities.  

 

https://www.catholic.org/search/saints/  
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St. John Bosco - Jan. 31 

                                                                                              
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/65/Don_Bosco_%40_Torino%2C_1880_%28original

%29.jpg 

 

John Bosco was born in Becchi, Italy on August 16 in the year 1815. John lost his father 

at the age of two. John’s mother was a very devout Catholic, and she instilled great 

values in him from an early age. John decided that he wanted to become a priest, and 

left his house at the age of 12 to fulfill his vocation. In 1835, John entered the seminary, 

and was ordained a priest in 1841. John went to work with the children of the poor in 

the city of Turin, and felt drawn to help boys between the ages of 12 and 18. He 

searched for suitable lodgings for them, and worked to give them food and drink, as 

well as helped them discern their vocation. His mother came to assist him, and by the 

1860s, they were responsible for more than 800 boys. In 1859, John established the 

Society of St. Francis de Sales to continue his work. Fr. Bosco died on January 31, 1888. 

He was canonized on Easter Sunday, 1934. St. John Bosco is the patron saint of 

apprentices, editors and publishers, schoolchildren, magicians, and juvenile 

delinquents.    

 

https://www.catholic.org/search/saints/ 
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St. Blaise - Feb. 3 

                           
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/23/Saint_Blaise_Louvre_OAR504.jpg 

 

St. Blaise was the bishop of Sebastea and a doctor. It is not known when he was born. 

The first record of his life comes from the writings of Aetius Amidenus, where he is 

recorded as helping patients suffering from objects stuck in their throats. In 316, the 

governor of Cappadocia and of Lesser Armenia, Agricola, arrested Blaise for being a 

Christian. As he was being escorted to jail, a women set her only son, who was choking 

to death on a fish bone, at Blaise’s feet. Blaise cured the child, and later refused to 

renounce his faith in front of Agricola. Blaise was tortured and eventually beheaded. St. 

Blaise is the patron saint of throat illnesses, animals, wool combers, and wool trading. 

  

https://www.catholic.org/search/saints/ 
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Bl. Alphonsus Maria Fusco - Feb. 6 

                                                     
https://0dd554cb-a-62cb3a1a-
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W7rwvTTiYknlg2f4YlH-kaUrgAQ8g2fZsGT7lcwYrk4THCoO5Bnsa0qmklUl80rYMQ2-

nPHw4jRHbPXnUwnOIY2NGEK_vAeE4qu2lXbE6Pyijlr5lEdmz-AK-

ZoPpVdK2qqYQGon48Bjrnlv_tjFWyPK7ap1sdoM2r1hHc5MP8ON8Xl7wh6GOXOVisBJUuxI7TyaoF8KLdbn2GNs%3D&attredirects

=0  

 

Alphonsus Maria Fusco was born in March of 1839. Blessed Alfonso Maria Fusco was a 

Roman Catholic priest and the founder of the Congregation of the Sisters of St. John the 

Baptist, commonly known as Baptistine Sisters. Their mission was to evangelize, 

educate, and promote youth, especially those who were most poor, abandoned and at 

risk. He died in the year 1910. He was beatified by Pope John Paul II on October 7, 2001.  

 

https://www.catholic.org/search/saints/ 
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Pope Bl. Pius IX - Feb. 7 

                                                                             
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/e/e3/IX._Piusz_p%C3%A1pa.jpg/800px-

IX._Piusz_p%C3%A1pa.jpg 

 

Blessed Pope Pius IX (13 May 1792, Senigallia - 7 February 1878), born Giovanni Maria 

Mastai-Ferretti, was the longest-reigning elected Pope in the history of the Catholic 

Church. He served from June 16, 1846 until his death, a period of nearly 32 years. 

During his pontificate, he convened the First Vatican Council in 1869, which decreed 

papal infallibility. The Pope defined the dogma of the Immaculate Conception of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary, meaning that Mary was conceived without original sin. Pius IX 

also granted the Marian title of Our Mother of Perpetual Help to a famous Byzantine 

icon from Crete entrusted to the Redemptorist priests. In addition to this, Pius IX was 

also the last Pope to rule as the Sovereign of the Papal States, which fell completely to 

Italian nationalist armies by 1870 and were incorporated into the Kingdom of Italy. He 

was beatified in 2000 Pope John Paul II. 

 

https://www.catholic.org/search/saints/ 
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St. Josephine Margaret Bakhita - Feb. 8  

                                                               
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/1c/Bakhita_Szent_Jozefina.jpeg 

 

Saint Josephine Margaret Bakhita was born around 1869 in the village of Olgossa in the 

Darfur region of Sudan. She was a member of the Daju people, and her uncle was a 

tribal chief. Sometime in February of 1877, Josephine was kidnapped by Arab slave 

traders and sold into slavery. Josephine ended up in Italy, and served a family as a 

nanny. Her new family had dealings with Sudan, and Josephine was placed in the care 

of the Canossian Sisters in Venice while her mistress traveled to Sudan. Josephine was 

deeply moved by the sisters, and begged her mistress to allow her to remain with them. 

The case went to court, and Josephine was granted her freedom. Josephine was 

baptized on January 9, 1890 and took the name Josephine Margaret Fortunata 

(Fortunata is the Latin translation for her Arabic name, Bakhita). She also received the 

sacraments of her first Holy Communion and Confirmation on the same day. These 

sacraments are the sacraments of initiation into the Church and were always given 

together in the early Church. The Archbishop who gave her the sacraments was none 

other than Giusseppe Sarto, the Cardinal Patriarch of Venice, who would later become 

Pope Pius X. During World War II, the people of the village of Schio regarded her as 

their protector, and although bombs fell on their village, not one citizen died. Josephine 

died on February 8, 1947. She was canonized on October 1, 2000 by Pope John Paul II.  

Saint Josephine Bakhita is the patron saint of Sudan. 
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St. Scholastica - Feb. 10  

                                  
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/b3/Andrea_Mantegna_019.jpg 

  

St. Scholastica was born around the year 480 in Italy. She was the sister of St. Benedict. 

After her brother went to Monte Cassino, where he established his famous monastery, 

she took up her abode in the neighborhood at Plombariola, where she founded and 

governed a monastery of nuns, about five miles from that of St. Benedict. The two met 

once a year outside of Benedict’s monastery to talk and confer about spiritual matters. 

On one occasion, they had passed the time as usual in prayer and spiritual 

conversation, and St. Scholastica wished her brother to stay overnight. However, 

Benedict never spent the night outside of his monastery, so Scholastica took recourse to 

prayer and a violent thunderstorm caused Benedict to stay. They spent the night in 

spiritual conferences. The next morning they parted, never to meet on earth again. St. 

Scholastica died three days later in the year 543, and Benedict saw a vision of her soul as 

it ascended to heaven. St. Scholastica is the patron saint of nuns, education, and 

convulsive children, and is invoked against rain and storms.   
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Bl. Simon Fidati of Cascia - Feb. 16 

                                                                
http://augustinians.net/uploads/images/calimg/simoncascia.jpg 

 

Blessed Simon Fidati was born in Cascia, Italy around 1295. At an early age, he entered 

the Order of Augustinian Hermits. He was a great preacher, giving sermons in Perugia, 

Bologna, Siena, and Florence. He established at Florence a convent of women, as well as 

founding a house of penance for them. He wrote a famous work titled “De gestis 

Christis,” a history of the Gospels in fifteen books wherein the mystical sense of the 

sacred narrative is simply but learnedly set forth. He died in Florence, Italy around 

1348. He was beatified in 1833 by Gregory XVI.        
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St. Gabriel of Our Lady of Sorrows - Feb. 27  

                                                 
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f7/Gabrad.jpg 

 

 

St. Gabriel of Our Lady of Sorrows was born Francis Possenti in Assisi, France in 1838. 

He joined the Passionist monks in Morovalle in 1856. He died 6 years later in 1862. 

Gabriel was canonized in 1920 by Pope Benedict XV. He is the patron saint of Catholic 

youth, students, and of those studying for the priesthood.    
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St. John of God - Mar. 8 

                                           
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/5/58/John_of_god_murillo.jpg/800px-

John_of_god_murillo.jpg 

 

St. John of God (born in 1495) ran away from home at a young age and joined the army. 

Encountering a close scrape with death, he decided to convert, and soon after was 

thrown out of the army because his fellow soldiers did not appreciate his attempt to 

convert them. He spent some time as a shepherd before deciding to serve Christians in 

Africa. He lived in Africa for a while before returning to Spain, where he became a 

bookseller. Inspired to deep repentance by a sermon of St. John of Avila, he gave away 

his books. His friends thought he had become a lunatic, so he was placed in a hospital. 

Inspired by this to serve the mistreated poor, he founded a hospital. He later founded 

what became the Order of the Brothers Hospitallers of St. John of God. The rest of his 

life was spent in maintaining his hospital and performing impulsive acts of charity. He 

died from pneumonia contracted from trying to save a boy from a raging river.  

https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=68  
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St. Clement Mary Hofbauer - Mar. 15 

                                                 
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/60/Wien_Maria_am_Gestade_Hofbauer-

Relief_Detail.jpg 

St. Clement Mary Hofbauer was born in 1751 in Moravia. He became a hermit, but 

when the Austrian emperor abolished hermitages, he went to Vienna and became a 

Redemptorist. When the emperor closed religious foundations, he was sent to Poland, 

where he was a missionary and preacher. When Napoleon suppressed religious 

institutions, he was sent back to Vienna. There he worked to reform the Catholic faith in 

Austria and Germany. He died in Vienna in 1830. 
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St. Patrick - Mar. 17 

                                                           
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/21/Saint_Patrick_Catholic_Church_%28Junction_Cit
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St. Patrick is the patron saint of Ireland. Born in England in 387, as a boy he was taken 

as a slave to Ireland. Through his hard captivity in Ireland, St. Patrick grew strong in his 

faith, developing a constant prayer life. After about five years of captivity, a dream 

directed St. Patrick to escape, and he made it back to Britain. St. Patrick was then 

prompted by a vision of the Irish people calling for him to enter the seminary and 

became a priest and return. Back in Ireland, St. Patrick took on the work of converting 

thousands and thousands of souls. There are many legends about the work of St. 

Patrick; the most famous of these is the shamrock, a three-leafed plant that St. Patrick 

used to describe the Trinity. St. Patrick died in Ireland in 461. 
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St. Vincent Ferrer - Apr. 5 

                                                  
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f6/Ferrer.jpg 

 

 

St. Vincent Ferrer was born in Spain in 1357. He became a Dominican and devoted 

himself to preaching and studying, receiving his doctorate. In 1394, the Pope appointed 

St. Vincent Ferrer as Master of the Sacred Palace. After attempting unsuccessfully to 

breach the Great Schism, he devoted himself to missionary work and preaching. He 

preached all over Europe and even went to Ireland. St. Vincent Ferrer converted many 

souls and was given the power of miracles by God before his death in 1419.  
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St. Bernadette Soubirous - Apr. 16  

                                                               
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/9/98/Bernadette_Soubirous.jpg/800px-
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Born in 1844 in Lourdes, St. Bernadette and her family lived in poverty. She suffered 

from illness her whole life. At age 14, when she was out collecting firewood, the Blessed 

Virgin Mary appeared to St. Bernadette in a small grotto by the river outside Lourdes. 

Mary appeared to Bernadette 16 times, praying the Rosary with her, and conversing 

with her. During one apparition, Mary told Bernadette "to drink of the water of the 

spring, to wash in it and to eat the herb that grew there". Bernadette dug in the grotto 

and a spring of water appeared and began to flow. The Blessed Virgin also requested a 

chapel to be built in her honor and processions to take place. In the last visit in the 

grotto, St. Bernadette asked Our Lady for her name and she replied: “I am the 

Immaculate Conception.” After many investigations, the apparitions were declared 

valid, and many miracles have been attributed to the waters of the spring that still flow 

from the grotto. Bernadette entered a convent and lived the rest of her life quietly doing 

penance for others, living the message of Lourdes. She died of tuberculosis in 1879.  
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St. Louis de Montfort - Apr. 28 

                                                   
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/a8/Louis_de_Montfort.jpg 

 

St. Louis de Montfort was born Louis Marie Grignon in Montfort, France, in 1673. He 

was educated at Rennes and was ordained in 1700, becoming a chaplain in a hospital in 

Poitiers. He later went to Rome and was appointed to a missionary apostolic by Pope 

Clement XI. He founded the Sisters of Divine Wisdom, as well as the Missionaries of the 

Company of Mary. Louis is famous for his devotion to the Virgin Mary. Louis died in 

1716 at Saint-Laurent-sur-Sevre. He was canonized in 1947 by Pope Pius XII. He is the 

patron saint of preachers.  
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Pope St. Pius V - Apr. 30 

                              
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/1a/Papa_Pio_V.PNG 

 

Pope St. Pius V was born Antonio Ghislieri in Bosco, Italy, in 1504. His family was poor, 

and he labored as a shepherd until the age of 14, when he joined the Dominicans. He 

was ordained in 1528. Called Brother Michele, he studied at Bologna and Genoa, and 

then taught theology and philosophy for sixteen years before holding the posts of 

master of novices and prior for several Dominican houses. Ghislieri was unanimously 

elected Pope in succession to Pope Pius IV on January 7, 1566. As pope, Pius saw his 

main objective as the continuation of the massive program of reform for the Church, in 

particular the full implementation of the decrees of the Council of Trent. He published 

the Roman Catechism, the revised Roman Breviary, and the Roman Missal; he also 

declared Thomas Aquinas a Doctor of the Church, commanded a new edition of the 

works of Thomas Aquinas, and created a commission to revise the Vulgate. He also 

created the Holy League, an alliance of Catholic states to combat the Ottoman Turks. 

Pope St. Pius V died in 1572. Pope Clement beatified him on May 1, 1672, and Pope 

Clement XI canonized him on May 22, 1712. 
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St. Dominic Savio - May 6 

                    
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/b/bc/Z_domingo_savio.jpg/800px-

Z_domingo_savio.jpg 

 

Dominic Savio was born on April 2, 1842, in the village of Riva in northern Italy. His father was 

a blacksmith and his mother a seamstress. He had nine brothers and sisters. His family was 

poor but hardworking. They were devout and pious Catholics. When he was just two years old, 

Dominic's family returned to their native village of Castlenuovo d'Asti, near the birthplace of 

John Bosco. Bosco would himself later be canonized as a saint by the Church and became a 

major influence on the life of Dominic. Dominic was quickly recognized as an exceptional 

student who studied hard and performed well in school. He became an altar server, attended 

daily Mass, and went to confession regularly. He asked to receive his first communion at the 

age of seven. This was not the practice in the Church of Italy at the time. Normally, children 

received their first holy communion at the age of twelve. Dominic's priest was so impressed 

with his intelligence concerning the faith, his love for the Lord, and his piety that he made an 

exception. Dominic said that the day of his First Communion was the happiest day of his life. 

Dominic's teacher spoke well of him and brought him to the attention of Fr. John Bosco, who 

was renowned for looking after hundreds of boys, many of them orphaned and poor. 

Dominic expressed an interest in becoming a priest and asked to go to Turin to attend the 

Oratory of St. Francis de Sales. Fr. Bosco agreed to take him. As Dominic was developing his 

reputation as a fantastic student, his health began to fail. He started to lose his appetite and Fr. 

Bosco became concerned. Dominic was taken to the doctor who recommended that he be sent 

home to his family to recover. Dominic wanted to stay at the oratory, but Fr. Bosco insisted he 

go home. Everybody expected Dominic to recover, except for Dominic himself who insisted he 

was dying. Before he departed, Dominic made the Exercise of a Happy Death and predicted this 

would be his final devotion. 
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After four days at home, Dominic's health worsened. The doctor ordered him to bed to rest. He 

then performed bloodletting, which was still performed at that time. Over the next four days, 

Dominic was bled ten times before the doctor was satisfied he would recover. But Dominic was 

sure of his impending death. He implored his parents to bring the parish priest so he could 

make a last confession. They obliged him and Dominic made a confession and was given the 

Anointing of the Sick. He asked his father to read him the prayers for the Exercise of a Happy 

Death. Then he fell asleep. Hours later he awoke and said to his father: "Goodbye, Dad, 

goodbye ... Oh what wonderful things I see!" Dominic fell asleep and died within minutes. It 

was March 9, 1857 and Dominic was merely 14 year of age. Fr. Bosco was powerfully touched 

by Dominic and he wrote a biography, "The Life of Dominic Savio." The biography quickly 

became popular and would eventually be read in schools across Italy. As people learned about 

Dominic, they called for his canonization. Detractors argued that Dominic was too young to be 

canonized and pointed out that he was not a martyr. However, Pope Pius X disagreed and 

opened his cause for canonization. Dominic Savio was declared venerable in 1933 by Pope Pius 

XI, beatified in 1950, then canonized in 1954 by Pope Pius XII. Saint Dominic is the patron saint 

of choirboys, the falsely accused, and juvenile delinquents. His feast day is May 6.  
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St. Damien of Molokai - May 10 
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Jozef De Veuster, who would later be known as St. Damien of Molokai, was born in 

rural Belgium, on January 3, 1840. He was the youngest of seven children. Jozef 

attended school until the age of 13 when his help was needed on the family farm full-

time. He aided his family until he was old enough to enter the Congregation of the 

Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary. He took the name Damien, after a sixth century 

martyr. In 1864, Damien's brother, who was also in the same order of religious, was 

ordered to Hawaii. But his brother became ill, so Br. Damien offered to go in his place. 

The brothers worried that Br. Damien was too uneducated to become a priest, although 

he was not considered unintelligent. Br. Damien demonstrated his ability by quickly 

learning Latin from his brother. Eventually, his religious brothers agreed to send him 

and have him ordained. Br. Damien arrived in Hawaii in March 1864, and was ordained 

as a priest on the island of Hawaii two months later. For nine years, he worked on the 

island as a priest, teaching the people about the faith. In 1866, Hawaii established a 

leper colony on the Kalaupapa Peninsula. It was still mistakenly believed that leprosy 

was highly contagious. This belief resulted in the forced quarantine of leprosy patients. 

In 1873, Fr. Damien made the trip to be with these people in their colony, so that they 

might have spiritual and medical care. Upon arrival, he found the colony was poorly 

maintained. Anarchy reigned among the people living there. Many patients required 

treatment but had nobody to care for them. Other patients took to drinking and became 

severe alcoholics. Every kind of immorality and misbehavior was on display in the 

lawless colony.  
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Fr. Damien realized the people needed leadership, and so began to organize the colony. 

He asked people to come together to build houses and schools and eventually the 

parish church, St. Philomena. The church still stands today. Order, structure, and 

routine made the colony livable. Fr. Damien personally provided much of the medical 

and spiritual care the people needed. He was supposed to only work in the colony for a 

time, and then he would be replaced by one of three other volunteers for the work. 

However, after working with the people for a time Fr. Damien grew attached to the 

people and his work. He asked permission to stay at the colony to serve, and his request 

was granted. Fr. Damien contracted leprosy in 1885, after several years of work within 

the colony. Fr. Damien continued his work, despite his illness, which slowly took over 

his body. He derived strength from prayer and devotion. He often went to the cemetery 

to pray the Rosary or spent time in the presence of the Eucharist. After 16 years in the 

colony, Fr. Damien succumbed to leprosy on April 15, 1889. He was first buried nearby, 

and then his remains were transferred to Belgium in 1936. His right hand was returned 

to Hawaii in 1995 to be reburied in his original grave at Molokai. He was beatified by 

Pope John Paul II in Brussels, Belgium, on June 4, 1995. He was canonized on October 

11, 2009, by Pope Benedict XVI. His feast day is May 10. Saint Damien is the patron 

saint of people suffering from leprosy. 
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St. Eugene de Mazenod - May 21 

     
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/a9/St_eugene.jpg 

 

 

Eugene de Mazenod was born on August 1, 1782, at Aix-en-Provence in France. During 

his early life, Eugene experienced the upheaval of the French revolution in France. 

Undeterred by any of the things that occurred, he entered the seminary, and following 

his ordination, he returned to labor in Aix-en-Provence. This area had suffered greatly 

from the revolution, and was in great need of organization and assistance. Eugene 

helped the city in any way he could, especially making sure to help the poorest of the 

poor. Others joined his labors, and they became the nucleus of a religious community, 

the Missionaries of Provence. Later Eugene was named Bishop of Marseille. There he 

built churches, founded parishes, cared for his priests, and developed catechesis for the 

youth. Later he founded the Oblates of Mary Immaculate, and in 1841, the Oblates 

sailed for missions in five continents. After a life dedicated to spreading the Good 

News, Eugene died on May 21, 1861. He was beatified by Pope Paul VI in 1975, and was 

canonized by Pope John Paul II. His feast day is May 21. 
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St. Madeleine Sophie Barat - May 25 
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Born in Burgundy, France on December 12, Madeleine was the daughter of a cooper. 

She was educated by her older brother Louis, who became a priest and was very strict 

towards Madeleine. Louis recommended Madeleine to Father Varin, who was planning 

to form an institute of women to teach young girls, a female counterpart of the Jesuits. 

Father Varin accepted Madeleine and three others into the religious life in 1800, thus 

founding the Society of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. They founded their first convent and 

school at Amiens the following year. In 1802, Madeleine was appointed Superior, 

though she was the youngest member of the group at the age of 23. She was to rule for 

63 years. The Society spread throughout France, and absorbed a community of 

Visitation nuns at Grenoblein in 1804.  Among these nuns was Saint Phillipine 

Duchesne, who was to bring the Society to the United States in 1818. In 1830, the 

Society's novitiate at Poitiers was closed by the Revolution, and Madeleine founded a 

new novitiate in Switzerland. By the time of her death in Paris on May 21, she had 

opened more than 100 houses and schools in 12 different countries. St. Madeleine 

Sophie Barat was canonized in 1925. Her feast day is May 25. 
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St. Philip Neri - May 26 

                                               
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/00/FNeri.gif 

 

 

St. Philip Neri was born in Florence on July 21, 1515 as one of four children. At 18 years old, 

Philip went off to live with a wealthy family member in San Germano. He was sent there to 

assist in, and possibly inherit, the family business. However, soon after his arrival, Philip 

experienced a mystical vision, which he eventually spoke of as his Christian conversion. This 

event was an encounter with the Lord and it dramatically changed his life. 

He soon lost interest in owning property or participating in business. He felt called to convert to 

Christianity and serve the Church, and so he set out for Rome. During his first two years in 

Rome, Philip spent his time in a solitary life. In 1535, Philip began studying theology and 

philosophy at the University of Sapienza and at St. Augustine's monastery. Although he did 

well in his studies, Philip did not want to be ordained a priest, and so set out to help the poor 

people of Rome and re-evangelize the city. Rome had lost its love for Christ, and its citizens 

were not living as Christians. Philip is known as an evangelist and is often compared to Socrates 

for his ability to start and carry on conversations. In 1544, on the eve of Pentecost, Philip saw 

what appeared to be a globe of fire. It is said the fire entered his mouth, causing Philip to feel 

his heart dilate. Philip then experienced sudden violent expressions of divine love that caused 

him to scream out. Philip then discovered a swelling on his heart, though it caused him no pain. 

In 1548, with the help of his confessor, Father Persiano Rossa, Philip founded a confraternity for 

poor laymen to meet for spiritual exercises and service of the poor, the Confraternity of the 

Most Holy Trinity. At 34 years old, Philip had already accomplished so much, but his confessor 

thought that his work would be more effective as a priest. Finally convinced, Philip was 

ordained to the diaconate and then to the priesthood on May 23, 1551. From there, Philip went 

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/00/FNeri.gif
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to live with Father Rossa and other priests at San Girolamo and carried on his mission, but 

mostly through the confessional. Philip began to have an extremely large number of pilgrims, 

and so a large room was built above the church of San Girolamo to tend to them. Other priests 

were called on to assist him. Philip and the priests were soon called the "Oratorians," because 

they would ring a bell to call the faithful in their "oratory." The foundation of the Congregation 

of the Priests of the Oratory would be laid a few years later with members who encouraged 

others to deepen their faith. Philip's rule for them was simple: to share a common table and to 

perform spiritual exercises. Philip did not want his followers to bind themselves to the life with 

a vow and he did not want them to denounce their property. 

Philip's organization was officially approved by Pope Gregory XIII in 1575. The Congregation 

was given an ancient church, but Philip made the quick decision to demolish it because the 

structure was in ruins and the size was not large enough. He had plans of rebuilding on a larger 

scale. People from all over, including Charles Borromeo and Pope Gregory, contributed 

financially toward the rebuilding. By April 1577, the new church was completed enough for the 

Congregation of the Oratory to be transferred there, but Philip stayed at San Girolamo for 

another seven years. Philip was respected and loved throughout Rome; he became a trusted 

advisor to popes, kings, cardinals and was equally as important to the poor. His efforts to reach 

out to the lay people of Rome and not simply associate with the clergy made him one of the 

great figures in the Counter Reformation of the Catholic Church. He soon earned the title, 

"Apostle of Rome." On the Feast of Corpus Christi, May 25, 1595, Philip was told by his 

physician that he was not healthy. He had not looked well for ten years. Philip realized his time 

had come to pass on to the Lord. For the remainder of the day, he listened to confessions and 

saw his visitors as normal. Before heading off to bed, Philip stated, "Last of all, we must die." 

Around midnight of May 26, 1595, Philip suffered from a hemorrhage and passed away at 80 

years old. His body lays in the New Church, where the Oratorians still serve. St. Philip Neri was 

beatified by Pope Paul V on May 11, 1615, and canonized by Pope Gregory XV on March 12, 

1622. He is the patron saint of Rome, U.S. Special Forces, humor, and joy. His feast day is 

celebrated on May 26. 
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Bl. Joseph Gerard - May 29 
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Blessed Joseph Gérard was born on March 12, 1831. He was a French Catholic 

missionary who chiefly worked among the Basotho people of modern day Lesotho and 

South Africa. He was born in Bouxičres-aux-Chęnes, in the Diocese of Nancy and 

received his religious training from the Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate, whom 

he joined at the age of 20. He was very good at learning languages, which would later 

help him in learning the Zulu and Sesotho languages he used for his missionary work. 

Gérard moved to South Africa in 1853, and never returned to his home country. He 

died in 1914, and was beatified on September 15, 1988 by Pope John Paul II.  
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St. Boniface - Jun. 5 
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Winfrith, later to take the name Boniface, was born in the year 675. He convinced his 

parents to send him to a local monastery at an early age, because he had been impressed 

by some monks who had visited his family’s home. He later transferred to the 

monastery at Nursling for further schooling. There he became a fantastic, very well 

known teacher. He returned home to England for a short period, and then traveled to 

Rome to ask Pope Gregory II for an official mission and the backing of the Church. 

Winfrith and the Pope talked all winter before the Pope agreed to send him on a test 

mission to Thuringia in Germany. It is in the Pope’s commission on May 15, 1719, that 

we have the first record of Winfrith’s new name, Boniface. However, Boniface went to 

Friesland to receive training before tackling the Germany mission. Things did not go 

well at first, so Boniface returned to Rome, where he was made a bishop. He returned 

and completed his Germany mission, converting many people to Christianity. At the 

age of 73, when Boniface was traveling back to Friesland on a new mission, his camp 

was attacked by an enemy band. All of the people at Boniface’s camp were martyred. 

Boniface himself was martyred, and passed away in the year 754. Boniface is known as 

the Apostle of Germany. He is the patron saint of brewers, Fulda, Germany, and World 

Youth Day.  
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St. Anthony of Padua - Jun. 13 
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Anthony was born Fernando Martins in Libson, Portugal. At the age of 15, he went to the 

Abbey of Santa Cruz in Coimbra, which was then the capital of Portugal. Fernando was 

ordained, and a little later, left the abbey to join the Franciscan order, where he changed his 

name to Anthony. Anthony then traveled to Morocco to spread the word of God, but became 

very sick and had to return to Portugal. However, on the return voyage, he was blown off 

course and the party arrived in Sicily, from which they traveled to Tuscany. Anthony was 

assigned to the hermitage of San Paolo so that he could recover. Anthony was a great preacher 

and very eloquent in his speech. Through these skills, he was noticed by St. Francis of Assisi, 

and the two became close friends. In 1224, Francis entrusted his friar’s pursuits of studies to 

Anthony. Anthony had a book of psalms that contained notes and comments to help when 

teaching students and, in a time when a printing press was not yet invented, he greatly valued 

it. When a novice decided to leave the hermitage, he stole Anthony's valuable book. When 

Anthony discovered it was missing, he prayed it would be found or returned to him. The thief 

did return the book, and even returned to the Order as well. Anthony occasionally taught at the 

universities of Montpellier and Toulouse in southern France, but he performed best in the role 

of a preacher. So simple and resounding was his teaching of the Catholic faith, most unlettered 

and the innocent could understand his messages. It is for this reason he was declared a Doctor 

of the Church by Pope Pius XII in 1946. Anthony died at the age of 36 in the year 1231, and was 

canonized less than a year later by Pope Gregory IX. St. Anthony is venerated all over the world 

as the Patron Saint for lost articles, and is credited with many miracles involving lost people, 

lost things and even lost spiritual goods. 

https://www.catholic.org/search/saints/ 

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/b3/Francisco_de_Zurbar%C3%A1n_-_Sto_Antonio_de_Padua.jpg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/b3/Francisco_de_Zurbar%C3%A1n_-_Sto_Antonio_de_Padua.jpg
https://www.catholic.org/search/saints/
https://www.catholic.org/search/saints/


St. Maria Goretti - Jul. 6 

           
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/38/Maria_Goretti.jpg 

St. Maria Goretti was the daughter of a poor Italian farmworker. Maria’s mother and 

siblings had to work to support her family after her father died, and so she did the 

housework. Maria and her family were very devout. When she was 12 years old, a 

neighboring young man named Alessandro attached Maria and tried to entice her into 

sin. She refused and told him how he was wrong. He continued to attack her, and as she 

struggled, saying she would never give in, Alessandro angered and stabbed her 14 

times. When her family returned, they immediately rushed her to the hospital, but she 

was too gravely injured and died the next day after forgiving Alessandro. Alessandro 

was arrested, and he gave testimony that Maria remained a virgin through all. He 

eventually repented, changed his life, and even humbled himself to ask and receive 

forgiveness from St. Maria’s mother.  

https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=78  
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Bl. Maria Romero Meneses - Jul. 7 

                                                            
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/e5/Beata_Mar%C3%ADa_Romero_Meneses.jpg 

 

Blessed Maria Meneses, born in Nicaragua in 1902, was a Salesian Sister who dedicated 

her life to helping those in need. As a child, she suffered a very serious illness, but was 

miraculously healed by Our Lady. Educated by the Salesian Sisters, she joined their 

order at age 18. After taking her vows, she worked in schools, teaching Catechism and 

the arts, and leading young girls in the faith by her example and teaching. She also 

devoted herself to aiding the poor and founding free schools, hospitals, and homes. She 

even built a little town where the poor could live in more comfort and their children 

received better education. She had great faith and trust in God and Our Lady. She died 

in 1977.  

http://www.vatican.va/news_services/liturgy/2002/documents/ns_lit_doc_20020414_meneses_en.html  
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St. Benedict of Nursia - Jul. 11 

                        
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/81/Saint_Bendict_of_Nurcia.jpg 

St. Benedict is the Founder of Monasticism in the Western Church. As a young man, he 

left all worldly ways and began to live as a hermit. Supported by nearby monks, he 

remained in solitude for a number of years before being asked to become the abbot of 

the monastery. He tried to restore the community by enforcing stricter rules of living, 

but they revolted and attempted to poison his food. He then left the community and 

returned to his life as a hermit.  Many other men soon joined him and he founded the 

first community of Benedictines. He wrote for them a Rule of Life, emphasizing prayer 

and work. The order of monks grew and new communities were formed. His sister, St. 

Scholastica, also formed a religious order for women. St. Benedict ended his earthly life 

in Monte Cassino, his first great monastery. His rule is still used by many religious 

communities.    

https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=556 
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St. Kateri Tekakwitha - Jul. 14

                                                                       

https://www.catholic.org/files/images/saints/sttekakwitha.jpg 

St. Kateri Tekakwitha is one of the few American saints. She was born into a Mohawk 

tribe whose chief was her father. After the smallpox disease killed off her family, Kateri 

was taken in by her aunt and uncle as a young child. She suffered the rest of her life 

from the effects of the sickness. As Kateri grew older, she declined all offers of marriage 

and remained steadfast and hardworking despite the pressure from her aunt and uncle. 

When she was 19, St. Kateri was baptized a Christian and vowed the rest of her life to 

God alone. She was persecuted for her faith in her village and eventually had to leave 

home to join a community of Catholic Native Americans. There she lived a life of 

penance and prayer until her death at age 24. 

https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=154St.   
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St. Bonaventure - Jul. 15 
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St. Bonaventure was born in 1221 in Italy. He became a Franciscan and studied in Paris 

along with St. Thomas Aquinas. There he received his doctorate and was elected to the 

position of General of the Franciscan Order. He brought the community back into order 

and solved its disputes. He was made a Cardinal and Bishop by Pope Gregory X. St. 

Bonaventure wrote a number of religious works, including The Life of St. Francis. He was 

present at the Second Council of Lyons, but died before it was completed.  

https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=169 
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St. Mary Magdalene - Jul. 22 
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St. Mary Magdalene is a legendary example of God’s mercy and grace.  While the dates 

of her birth and death are unknown, it is known that she was present with Christ from 

the time of his public ministry until his resurrection. It is believed that she was a Jewish 

woman who lived amongst the Gentiles following their way of life.  She is an example 

of how no person is beyond God’s saving graces, as when Jesus first met her, He cast 

seven demons out of her. Mary was a witness of the Resurrection of Christ; she is 

mentioned in the Bible as the woman who went to the tomb and found it empty. It is 

believed that she spent time with the community of Christians after the Ascension, and 

then lived the rest of her life as a hermit.  

https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=83   
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St. Ignatius of Loyola - Jul. 31 
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St. Ignatius of Loyola, the founder of the Jesuits, was born in 1491 in Spain. As a young 

man, he had great dreams of ambition and became a soldier to fight for Spain. He was a 

brilliant soldier and swordsman. He distinguished himself in battle and advanced in the 

army. Ignatius was fighting in an attack on Pamplona when he was shot in the legs. 

While undergoing painful prolonged recovery, Ignatius read the lives of the saints and 

the gospels. This experience changed his life and he began to live a deeper spiritual life. 

He gave up being a soldier for the world and began to be a soldier for Christ. He started 

to work with the sick and begged for his food. During this time, St. Ignatius developed 

his spiritual exercises. He also went on pilgrimages and completed his education. As he 

explored the mysteries of God and the faith, he began to discuss these with others. This 

brought him to the Inquisition. He was accused of possible heresy, but was acquitted. 

While finishing his education, he made friends with Peter Faber, Francis Xavier, and 

other young men who joined him in his exercises. St. Ignatius formed these men into a 

religious community: the Jesuits. They were accepted as an order by Pope Paul III. They 

followed the model of the military in their rule. The Jesuit community grew and 

continued founding schools and teaching. St. Ignatius died in 1556.  

 

https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=56  
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St. Alphonsus Liguori - Aug. 1 

                                                            
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/7/7c/Carlow_Cathedral_St_Alphonsus_kneelin

g_before_the_Most_Holy_Sacrament_2009_09_03.jpg/1024px-

Carlow_Cathedral_St_Alphonsus_kneeling_before_the_Most_Holy_Sacrament_2009_09_03.jpg 

  

St. Alphonsus Liguori was born in 1696 in Naples. He was very intelligent and at a 

young age began to practice law. Soon, however, he realized that this was not his 

calling. He received a vision and immediately dedicated himself to God. He was 

ordained a priest, but remained at home and taught as a local missionary, preaching in 

Naples. After six years of priesthood, St. Alphonsus founded a new religious order, the 

Congregation of the Most Holy Redeemer. After 17 years, the Pope approved this new 

congregation and ordained St. Alphonsus a bishop. He died in 1787 and is celebrated as 

a Doctor of the Church.  

 

https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=1284  
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St. John Vianney - Aug. 4 

                                                               
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/83/Saint_John_Mary_Vianney.jpg 

 

 

St. Jean Vianney was born on May 8, 1786. During this time, the French Revolution was 

taking place, and he had to learn the faith in secret as a child. As a young man, he 

entered the army, but was tricked into deserting. After Napoleon's war ended, St. John 

Vianney continued his studies at the seminary. He struggled in Latin, but was finally 

ordained. He was given the parish of Ars and spent many years and countless efforts to 

reform his parish. Legend tells that he was tormented by the devil on numerous 

occasions but remained faithful.  It is also said he ate only potatoes and slept only a few 

hours a day to win over sinners. He died on August 4, 1859. His feast day is August 4.  

 

https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=399  
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St. Clare of Assisi - Aug. 11 

                                                                   

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/c/cb/Simone_Martini_049.jpg/800px-

Simone_Martini_049.jpg 

 

St. Clare of Assisi was born in 1194 to a noble family. Even as a girl, St. Clare was 

attracted to prayer and devotion.  When St. Francis of Assisi began his life of poverty, 

Saint Clare was moved to join that lifestyle. She left her home and dedicated her whole 

life to God. St. Francis sent her to live at a Benedictine convent; however, Clare’s family 

harassed her and tried to force her to return. They did not approve of her vocation. St. 

Francis moved her to a new convent to give her peace. Soon other young women joined 

St. Clare and St. Francis gave them a rule of life. He built them a convent in San 

Damiano and Clare was elected the first abbess. St. Clare was known for her complete 

trust in God. When Assisi was under attack she prayed for protection, carrying the 

Eucharist over Assisi, and they were spared. St. Clare suffered from severe sickness for 

years before her death, but remained joyful in the Lord. St. Clare died in 1253, just after 

the rule of her order was established by the Pope.  

 

 

https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=215  
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St. Maximilian Kolbe - Aug. 14 

                                                             
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/e9/Fr.Maximilian_Kolbe_1939.jpg 

 

St. Maximilian Kolbe was born in Poland before World War I while it was under the 

rule of Russia. When he was 12, the Blessed Virgin Mary appeared to Maximilian. He 

recounts: “That night I asked the Mother of God what was to become of me. Then she 

came to me holding two crowns, one white, the other red. She asked me if I was willing 

to accept either of these crowns. The white one meant that I should persevere in purity, 

and the red that I should become a martyr. I said that I would accept them both.” The 

next year, he entered the Franciscan Order with his older brother. He earned his 

doctorate and took final vows. St. Maximilian began the Order of the Immaculata, a 

congregation dedicated to be an army for Our Lady. He was sent to Japan and India 

after being ordained a priest and built monasteries there. He also continued fighting the 

war for Our Lady and spreading her devotion. St. Maximilian returned to Poland just as 

World War II broke out. He was captured and imprisoned, but soon released. He 

worked to save Jews and continued publishing his works for Mary and against the 

Nazis. He was arrested again and sent to the prison camp of Auschwitz. Here, he 

ministered to the other prisoners and was severely treated because of his priesthood. 

After about 2 months, St. Maximilian volunteered to die in the place of another man 

who was condemned. He comforted the other prisoners who were being starved to 

death with him. When he was the last to die, he was injected with poison. He was 

declared a martyr at his canonization.  

 

https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=370  
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St. Helena - Aug. 18 

                                                               
http://catholicharboroffaithandmorals.com/St.%20Helena%20Popup.jpg 

 

Not much is known about St. Helena’s early life, but people think she was from a poor 

family in Drepanum/Helenopolis in Asia Minor. She married Constantius Chlorus and 

had one son named Constantine. Constantius divorced Helena for Theodora, the step-

daughter of Emperor Maximinianus Herculius. Constantine loved his mother and was 

always loyal to her. Even as he grew and became a member of the inner circle, he never 

left Helena’s side. When Constantantius died, Constantine became Emperor and 

brought his mother back into the inner circle and imperial court. Constantine ordered 

everyone to honor his mother and had coins with her image. Because of her son, Helena 

began embracing Christianity. She had free reign over the imperial treasury and located 

Christian relics. Helena took a trip to the Holy Places in the Middle East and had many 

churches constructed during her journey. St. Helena found the True Cross on this trip to 

the Holy Land. St. Helena is the patron saint of new discoveries and her Feast Day is 

August 18. 

https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=123  
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St. Bernard of Clairvaux - Aug. 20 

                                                 
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/e6/Bernard_of_Clairvaux_-_Gutenburg_-_13206.jpg 

 

St. Bernard was born in Burgundy France in the castle of Fontaines near Dijon. He 

studied theology and Holy Scripture at a college at Chatillon. After his mother died, he 

joined the Cistercian Order, and his brothers and some of his friends followed his 

example. He and twelve monks founded a new monastery, which was known as the 

celebrated Abbey of Clairvaux. He died on August 20, 1153. His Feast Day is August 20. 

https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=559  
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Pope St. Pius X - Aug. 21 

 

                                                              
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/ba/Pope_Pius_X_%28Retouched%29.jpg 

Pope Pius X was born on June 2, 1835 as Giuseppe Melchiorre Sarto at Riesi, Province of 

Treviso, in Venice. One of his accomplishments was fighting against the heresies and 

evils of Modernism. He lived a remarkably simple life and was always poor. Before he 

died, he said, “I was born poor, I have lived in poverty, and I wish to die poor.” He died 

on August 20, 1914 and was canonized as a saint on May 29, 1954. His Feast Day is 

August 21. 

https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=313  
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St. Rose of Lima - Aug. 23 

                                                              
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/88/Sta_Rosa_de_Lima_por_Claudio_Coello.jpg 

 

St. Rose of Lima was born Isabel Flores de Olivia in Lima, Peru in the year 1586. She earned the 

nickname “Rose” because of her beauty, and at the time of her confirmation in 1597, she 

officially took on Rose as her name. From an early age St. Rose dreamed of becoming a nun; she 

would often perform painful, sometimes even severe, secret acts of penance. When she came of 

age her beauty began to attract many suitors and in order to frighten them off, she cropped her 

hair and rubbed her face with pepper in order to make it blister.  At first, her parents opposed 

her taking a vow of chastity because of their desire to have her be married but eventually her 

father came around and gave her a room to herself.  She kept herself in her room only sleeping 2 

hours at night in order to spend more time in prayer. When she turned 20, she was permitted to 

join the third order of St. Dominic, along with continuing her life of extreme prayer, fasting and 

penance. She wore a heavy silver crown with spikes so that they might pierce her skin. On 

August 25, 1617, at the age of 31 St. Rose died, with legend being she correctly predicted the 

date of her death. In 1671, she was canonized by Pope Clement X, and her feast day is on 

August 23, although some countries, including Peru, celebrate it on August 30. St. Rose is the 

patroness of embroiderers, gardeners, florists, those who suffer ridicule for their piety, and 

people who suffer family problems. 

https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=446 
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St. Louis IX, King of France - Aug. 25 

                                                              
https://www.catholic.org/files/images/saints/1011.jpg 

 

St. Louis was born in 1214 in Poissy, France to Louis VIII and Blanche of Castile. At the 

age of 12 under the regency of his mother, he succeeded the throne and on his 21st 

birthday, he assumed full kingship. He was known for his protection of the clergy of 

France against secular leaders, enforcing the laws against blasphemy and trying to 

remain neutral in international disputes. When a dispute arose between the Count of Le 

Marche and the Count of Poitiers, in which Henry III of England supported Count Le 

Marche, Louis was forced to go to war with England. In 1242, Louis defeated Henry at 

Taillebourg. Following the war, he made restitution to those whose property had been 

destroyed. During the Sixth Crusade he was captured and imprisoned but later released 

and in 1252 he founded the Sorbonne and the monasteries of Rayaumony, Vibert, and 

Maubuisson.  In 1270 at the beginning of what would be the Seventh Crusade, King 

Louis IX died of dysentery and was canonized in 1297 by Pope Boniface VIII.        

https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=1011 
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St. Joseph Calasanctius - Aug. 25 

                                                           
http://www.traditionalcatholicpriest.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/saint-joseph-calasanctius1-

225x300.jpg 

 

St. Joseph Calasanctius was born in the year 1557 in Aragon, Spain. In 1592, he traveled 

to Rome to join the Confraternity of Christian Doctrine before founding his own order 

called the Scolopi, because of his work with neglected children. He suffered unjust 

accusations but was restored as head of his congregation before his death in 1648.   

 

https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=4067 
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St. Monica - Aug. 27 

                                                                                    
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/92/Monica_of_Hippo_by_Gozzoli.jpg 

St. Monica was born in Tagaste, present day Algeria, in the year 331 AD. At an early 

age, she was married off to Patricius, a Roman Pagan, who shared his mother's violent 

temper. This often caused trouble for St. Monica as his mother lived with them. While 

Patricius was pagan, he respected his wife’s religious beliefs, but refused to have their 

three children, Augustine, Navigius, and Perpetua, baptized. St. Monica prayed for her 

husband and mother-in-law’s conversion, successfully converting them both one year 

before Patricius died. Perpetua and Navigius entered the religious life but the now 17-

year-old Augustine was becoming indifferent and uncouth, which worried St. Monica, 

so she sent him to Carthage for schooling. When he returned home, he told her that he 

became a Manichaean, which was a major heresy that saw the world as light and 

darkness, and when one died, they were removed from the world of matter and 

returned to the world of light, which is where life comes from. This caused St. Monica 

to drive him from her table. As time passed, St. Monica had a vision, which convinced 

her to reconcile with her erratic son.  St. Monica followed him to Rome, and then to 

Milan. She continued her perusal of him, eventually gaining the aid of St. Ambrose, 

bringing St. Augustine to the faith after a 17 year delay.  After six months, Augustine 

was baptized and he tagged along with St. Monica in an effort to spread the word of 

God in Africa. St. Monica died in 387 in Civitavecchia; her body was buried in Ostia 

until it was removed in the 6th century to be buried near the tomb of St. Aurea of Ostia.  

In 1430, Pope Martin V ordered her relics be brought to Rome where many miracles 

were described to have happened along the way.  

https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=1 
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St. Augustine - Aug. 28 
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 St. Augustine of Hippo’s conversion is an inspiration for many to turn their life around.  He 

was born in Africa the son of St. Monica and Patricius, his pagan father; he had two siblings 

both who entered the religious life while he was living his wicked way of life and false beliefs.  

Through the prayers of his mother and St. Ambrose, he realized that Christianity was the one 

true religion but did not yet convert until he heard of two men who had converted instantly 

after reading about the life of St. Anthony.  He was full of anguish and threw himself into the 

garden crying out to God. Suddenly hearing a child singing, “Take up and read,” he read the 

first passage his eyes feel on from the book of Letters of St. Paul. It caused him to change his life.  

He was baptized, became a priest and later a bishop, a famous Catholic writer, and founder of 

an order of religious priests. He also practiced great acts of poverty.  He died in the year 480 

and his feast day is August 28.   

https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=418 
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Pope St. Gregory the Great - Sep. 3 
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Pope St. Gregory the Great served as Pope of the Catholic Church from the year 590 to 

604 AD.  Gregory was born in Rome around 540 AD with the exact date of his birth 

unknown.  He was born into a wealthy influential Roman family with his great-great-

grandfather being Pope Felix III.  His father Gordianus was senator and a Perfect of 

Rome, along with holding the Position of Regionarius in the Church; his mother Silvia 

and her sister Pateria are both identified as saints in the Catholic and Orthodox rites. 

Gregory was well educated, becoming a master of law and the Perfect of Rome at the 

early age of 33 years. Following the death of his father, Gregory converted the family 

villa into a monastery, which still stands today after falling into ruins and being 

restored in the 17th and 18th centuries. Gregory, as a monk, was know for being strict. 

He was chosen by Pope Pelagius II to serve as ambassador to the imperial court in 

Constantinople. Following the death of Pope Pelagius II in 590, Gregory was elected 
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Pope, an honor he did not want but accepted, nonetheless.  He showed in a series of 

writings that he preferred the monastic way of life and became famous for the 

significance he put into missionary work.  He changed the position of the Our Father in 

the Mass while also stating the importance of the deacons working with the poor. Pope 

Gregory created plainchant or as many know it today as Gregorian Chant.  Many music 

historians debate whether he had anything to do with the chant as many claim it was 

his successor of a century later: Gregory II. He would send is clergy into the streets to 

care for poor, and those who refused were replaced. Along with giving away the many 

riches donated to the Church when famine struck up in Rome in 590, he ordered that 

the produce the Church grew for income be sent to Rome for free. He also sat with at 

least a dozen poor people at each of his meals.  He is considered the first medieval pope 

and a prolific writer.           

https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=54        
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St. Peter Claver - Sep. 9 

                   
http://www.ncregister.com/images/uploads/Barron-CLAVER.jpg 

 

 

St. Peter Claver, born in Spain in 1580, was educated by the Jesuits as a young man, and 

then entered their order. During the course of his studies for priesthood, St. Peter was 

inspired to become a missionary to the Indies. He went to the New World and began his 

special work of dedication to the countless slaves that were brought to the New World. 

He worked tirelessly for the freedom and salvation of the slaves. He would enter the 

holds of the ships to minister to them, giving to them material necessities, care, love, 

instruction, and the sacraments. He baptized thousands of slaves. He also worked at the 

plantations, continuing to care for and instruct them. He fought for better working 

conditions for them. St. Peter Claver remained among the slaves of the New World until 

his death in 1654.  

 

https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=94 
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Most Holy Cross of Our Lord Jesus 

Christ - Sep. 14 

                                                   
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/0e/Giotto_Crucifixion.jpg 

 

The Most Holy Cross of Our Lord Jesus Christ is the wooden instrument on which 

Christ died for the Salvation of all souls. After the death of Christ, the Cross was lost, 

but it was found and recovered by St. Helena in the 4th Century. 

 

https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=123    
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St. Robert Bellarmine - Sep. 17 

                                                               
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/20/Saint_Robert_Bellarmine.png 

 

St. Robert Bellarmine was born in Italy in 1542. He was raised by a saintly mother and 

in 1560 joined the Jesuit order. As a young priest, he became known for his excellent 

sermons. He was an avid student of apologetics and defended the Church against the 

current heresies. He was made a Rector, next a Provincial, and finally a Cardinal. He 

was a leading writer in the Church, giving instruction on the controversies of his day 

and treatises on the spiritual life. St. Robert also influenced, inspired, and instructed 

many souls in the faith, such as St. Aloysius Gonzaga and St. Francis de Sales.  

 

https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=101 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/20/Saint_Robert_Bellarmine.png
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/20/Saint_Robert_Bellarmine.png
https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=101
https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=101


St. Joseph of Cupertino - Sep. 18 

                                                      
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/84/San_Giuseppe_da_Copertino_si_eleva_in_volo_a

lla_vista_della_Basilica_di_Loreto.jpg 

 

St. Joseph was born in Cupertino in the year 1603. He was a slow learner who was very 

absent-minded and had a very bad temper. He tried to join the Franciscan order but 

was rejected, then joined Capuchins, but only for eight months before he was sent 

home. His mother was not happy to have him home, so she got him taken as a servant 

at the Franciscan Monastery taking care of horses. During this time, he grew in humility 

along with gentleness and began to do voluntary acts of penance. He was then allowed 

to enter the Franciscan order and began studying for the priesthood. While he became a 

devout friar, he had a very hard time in his studies. Thankfully, during his seminary 

exams he was asked to explain the only thing he knew very well. Because of this, he 

was ordained a deacon and later a priest. He became so popular for his miracles he 

preformed and for the fact that he often levitated while praying or offering Mass that he 

was kept hidden from the public. He died on September 16, 1663 and was canonized in 

1767 by Pope Clement XIII.      

 

https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=72 

 

 

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/84/San_Giuseppe_da_Copertino_si_eleva_in_volo_alla_vista_della_Basilica_di_Loreto.jpg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/84/San_Giuseppe_da_Copertino_si_eleva_in_volo_alla_vista_della_Basilica_di_Loreto.jpg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/84/San_Giuseppe_da_Copertino_si_eleva_in_volo_alla_vista_della_Basilica_di_Loreto.jpg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/84/San_Giuseppe_da_Copertino_si_eleva_in_volo_alla_vista_della_Basilica_di_Loreto.jpg
https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=72
https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=72


St. Vincent Strambi - Sep. 25 

                                            
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/e9/Strambi.jpg 

 

St. Vincent Strambi was born on January 1 in Civitavecchia, Italy; the son of a druggist. 

His parents’ both desired for him to become a diocesan priest, but after he studied at the 

diocesan seminary, being ordained a priest in 1767, he joined the Passionists in 1768. He 

became a professor of theology, becoming provincial in 1781, and eventually bishop of 

Macera and Tolentino in 1801. He was removed from his position in 1808 when he 

refused swear his alliance to Napoleon. He was reinstated after Napoleons fall in 1813.  

He labored for his people during the typhus epidemic and resigned from his position 

following the death of Pope Pius VII in order to become an advisor to his friend the 

newly made Pope Leo XII.  St. Vincent died on January 1, 1824 and was canonized by 

Pope Pius XII in 1950.   

 

https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=602 
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St. Vincent de Paul - Sep. 27 

                                                            
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/ac/Vincent_de_Paul.PNG 

 

St. Vincent de Paul was born in Pouy France on April 24, 1581. He received his formal 

education from the Franciscans, and then tutored the children of wealthy families, using 

this money to study theology at the University of Toulose. He was ordained in Toulose 

in 1600, and in 1605 was sent to Narbone, but was captured and sold as a slave in Tunis; 

two years later himself along with his master both escaping, returning to France. He 

went to Avignon then Rome to continue his studies. While in Rome, he was chaplain to 

the Count of Goigny, where his main job was to distribute money to the deserving poor.  

After that, he spent the rest of his life preaching missions, providing relief to the poor, 

establishing hospitals and the founding of a lay institute for women and a religious 

institute for priests.  He passed away in Paris France on September 27, 1660 at the age of 

80.   

 

https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=326 
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St. Francis of Assisi - Oct. 4 

                                                    
https://armondscavophotography.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/St-Francis-of-Assisi_289.jpg 

 

St. Francis was the son of a rich merchant in Assisi. He was very popular growing up 

and therefore spoiled. As a young man, he lived a dissipated live style with a number of 

other young men. Francis longed for glory and joined the army. He was taken prisoner, 

but later returned and continued his life as before. Next, he tried to join the Crusade, 

but he was given a vision telling him to return home. He began to pray and change his 

life. While praying one day in the church of San Damiano, Christ told Francis to “repair 

my church.” Francis took this to mean San Damiano, and stole some of his father’s 

wares to buy materials. His father found out and accused him before the bishop. Francis 

renounced the world before the bishop, gave his father everything he had, and left. St. 

Francis continued to rebuild San Damiano and began to preach. Soon others joined him 

in his life of poverty. St. Francis and his followers worked and preached in happiness 

and poverty. He also had a very close connection to nature. St. Francis went to Rome to 

ask permission and blessing for his order, which the pope eventually gave. St. Francis 

returned to Assisi, and lived the rest of his life enduring poverty, humiliation, and 

sickness cheerfully with total trust in God. Before his death, he received the Stigmata, 

the wounds of Our Lord. He died in 1226, the founder of the Franciscan Order.   

 

https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=50  
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St. Francis Borgia - Oct. 10  

                                                              
http://www.jesuits.org/Assets/Regions/USA/news/francis-borgia.jpg 

 

 

St. Francis Borgia was born a Spanish nobleman. He was very happy with his loving 

family. He lived a holy, pious life in the midst of his wealth. When his wife died, St. 

Francis abdicated and entered the Jesuits. The former Duke endured all the 

humiliations and hard work that he was given by the congregation. He was very 

humble and submitted to the hard testing of his superiors. He became a brilliant 

preacher and wise advisor. He was even chosen to be the Superior General of the Order. 

St. Francis’ constant humility continued through all his life.  He died in 1572.  

 

 https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=643  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.jesuits.org/Assets/Regions/USA/news/francis-borgia.jpg
http://www.jesuits.org/Assets/Regions/USA/news/francis-borgia.jpg
https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=643
https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=643


Pope St. John XXIII - Oct. 11 

                                                  
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/8/83/Pope_John_XXIII_-_1959_%28cropped%29.jpg/800px-

Pope_John_XXIII_-_1959_%28cropped%29.jpg   

 

Pope St. John XXIII was born in Italy in 1881. He began his studies to become a priest, 

receiving his doctorate and then ordination in 1904. He became the secretary for his 

local bishop, remaining in his service until the bishop’s death. World War I was just 

beginning, and the future pope was drafted. After the war, he was named the Italian 

President of the Society for the Propagation of the Faith by the pope. Next, he was sent 

as the Apostolic Nuncio to Bulgaria, Turkey, and Greece. The pope also named him an 

archbishop. During World War II, St. John XXIII worked to hide and protect Jews. After 

the War, the pope again appointed him Papal Nuncio, this time to France. In 1958, he 

was elected Pope. Pope John XXIII had great kindness for the people in his diocese of 

Rome, and would visit them often. Pope St. John XXIII most famous act was to hold 

Vatican II. At the end of his life, the pope attempted to end the Cold War, but was 

unsuccessful. He died in 1963.  

 

https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=7305  
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St. Teresa of Avila - Oct. 15 

                                                        
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/ae/Peter_Paul_Rubens_138.jpg 

 

 

St. Teresa of Avila was born in Avila, Spain, in 1515. She was raised by a very strict 

father who sent her to the convent during her very rebellious teenage years. Here she 

found a deep love of Christ, and eventually chose to stay as a religious. She began to 

develop her deep interior prayer life, but was often distracted by the worldly ways of 

the convent and other sisters. Some years later, St. Teresa fell very ill. She used this 

illness as an excuse to forgo prayer. For many years, St. Teresa abandoned mental 

prayer. Finally returning to mental prayer at the age of 41, she began to experience 

many wonderful graces from God. She wrote at great length on the mysteries and ways 

of the spiritual life and mental prayer. God granted her amazing consolations and gifts, 

including levitation and the ability to converse with angels. Although she suffered 

attacks and mocking, St. Teresa never lost faith and maintained her faith in Christ, with 

whom she was given the gift of conversing face to face. St. Teresa next founded a new 

convent, which returned to a stricter way of life. When she was 51, St. Teresa began to 

travel around and found many new convents that returned to a truly religious life. She 

was faced with many terrible persecutions but never gave up. She died at age 67 after 

leading the reform of the Carmelite order. The Church honors her as a Doctor of the 

Church.   

 

https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=208  
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St. Gerard Majella - Oct. 16 

                                                           
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/6b/%D0%93%D0%B5%D1%80%D0%B0%D1%80%D

0%B4%D0%BE_%D0%9C%D0%B0%D0%B9%D0%B5%D0%BB%D0%BB%D0%B0.jpg 

 

 

St. Gerard Majella was born to a poor family is Italy in 1726. After his father’s death, at 

age 12, St. Gerard became apprenticed to a tailor. He also entered the service of the 

bishop, and spent much of his free time in the Cathedral, growing in the spiritual life. 

St. Gerard wished to enter the monastery, and was finally accepted to the Congregation 

of the Most Holy Redeemer. As a lay brother, St. Gerard lived a life of service to others 

helping wherever he was needed around the monastery. He also served as a spiritual 

director for convents. St. Gerard’s desire to fulfill God’s will directed all his actions. In 

1755, when he was only 29, St. Gerard died of tuberculosis. He is honored as the patron 

saint of expectant mothers.   

 

https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=150     
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St. Margaret Mary Alacoque - Oct. 17 

                                                            
http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-

gkset8pY8cQ/VQAtY7vthyI/AAAAAAAAB3Y/S6B_ivS6pdA/s1600/St%2BMargaret%2BMary%2BAlacoque.jpg 

 

St. Margaret Mary Alacoque lived from 1647 to 1690 in France. As a young child, she 

was educated by the Poor Clare sisters, and became a Visitation sister in 1671. When 

only 20 years old, St. Margaret Mary Alacoque began to receive the gift of conversing 

with Christ in visions. She had a special love for the Blessed Sacrament, and Christ 

instructed her in her visions to begin a new devotion especially in honor of His Sacred 

Heart. Christ gave the world the devotions of the Nine Fridays and the Holy Hour 

through St. Margaret Mary Alacoque. At first she experienced much disbelief from 

others concerning her message, but through her perseverance the devotion to the Sacred 

Heart of Jesus began to spread, and was established as a feast of the Church in 1765 by 

Pope Clement XIII.  

https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=443  
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St. Paul of the Cross - Oct. 19 

                    
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/10/Paulocroce.png 

St. Paul of the Cross was born in 1694 and died in 1775. As a young boy, he was very 

pious and holy, and received the calling from God to establish a new order of religious, 

honoring in a special way Christ’s Passion. In 1720, he became the first invested in the 

new order, the Passionists. St. Paul wrote his rule, and through great perseverance 

finally received approval from the pope in 1741. St. Paul then spent many years 

tirelessly founding new communities and spreading his monasteries. He was an 

extremely humble man, despite the immense graces the God granted him. St. Paul of 

the Cross is celebrated in October 20.  

https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=810  
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Pope St. John Paul II - Oct. 22 

 
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/46/JohannesPaul2-portrait.jpg 

 

     Saint John Paul, also known as Pope John Paul the Second, was born in Wadowice 

May 18, 1920. His mother died when he was only nine years old. Unfortunately, His 

father and brother died soon after that also. He worked in a quarry from 1940 to 1044. 

Shortly after that, he went to work in a chemical factory so he could have enough 

money for fear that he would be forced move to Germany. In 1942, he felt he was called 

to the priesthood and enrolled in the seminary. His studies were performed 

underground because of the Nazi occupation. After World War Two He was ordained a 

priest in Crackow on November 1, 1946. He was given the Archbishopric of Cracow, 

and named a Cardinal. In 1978, he was elected to the Papacy. He was known for his 

love of people. He died in April of 2005.  

 

https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=6996 
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St. Jude Thaddeus the Apostle - Oct. 28 

                                                                                  
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/53/Anthonis_van_Dyck_088.jpg 

 

St. Jude Thaddeus the Apostle was not only a brother of St. James the Lesser, but a near 

relative of Christ Himself, as Jude’s mother was the cousin of our Blessed Mother. Being 

one of the twelve apostles, he is most often depicted with a flame above his head shown 

as a reminder of his receiving the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. At other times, he is seen 

with a book, the Epistle of Jude, or holding the ruler of a carpenter. Yet another of his 

symbols is a club. He is the apostle who, at the Last Supper, was curious to know why 

Christ did not plan to reveal Himself to the world after the Resurrection, but only to 

those closest to Him (see John 14:22-23). To this Christ replied, “Those who love Me will 

keep My word, and my Father will love them, and We will come to them and make Our 

home with them.” Scholars of the Bible tell us he preached the Gospel in these many 

places: Judea, Samaria, Idumaea, Syria, Mesopotamia, and Libya. In the year 62, he 

returned to Jerusalem to assist at the election of St. Simeon, his brother, who became 

bishop of Jerusalem. Most scholars believe St. Jude was eventually martyred in Armenia 

after having brought Christianity there with St. Bartholomew. Many making 

pilgrimages to St Jude’s report the results of his powerful intercession, thus his title, 

“The Saint for the Hopeless.” St. Bridget of Sweden and St. Bernard experienced visions 

from God asking them to refer to St. Jude as “the Patron Saint of the Impossible.” 

 

 https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=127 
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St. Charles Borromeo - Nov. 4 

                                                                
https://catholicreadings.org/catholic-quotes/wp-content/uploads/sites/6/2017/10/St.-Charles-Borromeo-

Bishop.jpg 

St. Charles Borromeo was born at the castle of Arona on October 2, 1538 the third of six 

children. His father was the Count of Arona and his mother was a member of the House of 

Medici. When he was 12 years old, Charles dedicated himself to a life to the service of the 

Church. His uncle gave the family income from the Benedictine Abbey of Sts. Grantinian and 

Felinus, however; Charles insisted that he only keep the money necessary for his education. The 

rest was to be given to the poor. He attended the University of Pavia. In 1554, his father passed 

away leaving the household duties to teenager Charles. Despite this, he continued his studies 

earning a doctorate in canon and civil law. When his uncle became Pope Pius IV, he requested 

that Charles come to Rome with him and appointed him as a cardinal-deacon, meaning his job 

was to assist and advise his uncle full-time. A month later, he became a cardinal, adding more 

responsibilities to the 23-year-old, including governing the Papal States, supervising the 

Knights of Malta, the Franciscans, and the Carmelites. In 1560, he was appointed administrator 

of the Archdiocese of Milan. This made him realize he was called to priesthood and in 1561 

founded a college in Pavia, which was dedicated to St. Justina of Padua.  He was ordained a 

priest on September 4, 1563, a bishop on December 7, 1563, and finally Archbishop on May 12, 

1564.  St. Charles was Archbishop during the time of the Protestant Reformation in which he 

saw the best thing was to provide education to the clergy, whom he saw were clearly ignorant, 

by founding schools, seminaries, and colleges for them. He stopped the selling of indulgences 

and ordered that the interiors of the Churches were simplified.  In 1583, he traveled to 

Switzerland where he worked to put an end to Protestant heresies, witchcraft, and sorcery.  In 

1584, he fell ill and died on November 3 when he was just 46 years of age.  He was canonized on 

November 1, 1610 by Pope Paul V.   

https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=212 
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St. Hieron - Nov. 7 

                                                      
https://i1.wp.com/catholicsaints.info/wp-content/uploads/img-Saint-Jeroen-of-

Noordwijk.jpg?w=313&ssl=1 

 

Saint Hieron was martyred at Melitene with a number of Armenian companions. 

https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=3761  
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Pope St. Leo the Great - Nov. 10 

                            
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/9/9d/Herrera_mozo_San_Le%C3%B3n_magno_Lienzo._%C3%93valo._16
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Herrera_mozo_San_Le%C3%B3n_magno_Lienzo._%C3%93valo._164_x_105_cm._Museo_del_Prado.jpg 

 

Saint Leo the Great is also known as Pope Saint Leo I. He was born into a Roman 

aristocratic family. No one is sure when and where he was born, but his ancestors were 

from Tuscany. He became one of the greatest popes in Christian history. This pope was 

the first pope to receive the title “The Great.” He became a very well-known deacon of 

the Church by 431, served under Pope Celestine I. Pope Leo was a devout follower of 

Jesus, and had a keen sense of intelligence and persuasive nature. Pope Sixtus III died 

while Leo was visiting Gaul for the Emperor Valentinian III. He was requested to bring 

peace between one of Gaul's chief military commanders and the chief magistrate. Leo 

was elected as the next pope to succeed Pope Sixtus III in 440. His election showed the 

respect and affection he had for the people.   

 

https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=299  
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St. Frances Xavier Cabrini - Nov. 13 

     
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/7/74/Francesca_Cabrini.JPG/800px-

Francesca_Cabrini.JPG 

 

St. Frances Xavier Cabrini lived from 1850 to 1917. She grew up in Lombardy, Italy, 

where she was educated by the Daughters of the Sacred Heart. From her childhood, St. 

Frances was very sickly. She tried to enter the Daughters of the Sacred Heart, but could 

not because of her fragileness. She began teaching at an orphanage, and, in 1877, she 

became a religious, founding her own order, the Missionary Sisters of the Sacred Heart. 

After working in Italy for five years, the new community was encouraged to spread to 

the United States by Pope Leo XIII. St. Frances Xavier Cabrini journeyed to New York 

with a few of her sisters, and immediately set to work establishing orphanages and 

schools. She was continually confronted by difficulties, but St. Frances worked hard and 

trusted God. St. Frances spent the last 35 years of her life providing for the poor of 

America, not just with orphanages, but also with hospitals, love, and support. She 

began over 60 establishments in the U.S.  

 

https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=278  
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St. Catherine Laboure - Nov. 28 

                                                                           
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/c0/Catherine_Laboure.jpg 

 

St. Catherine Laboure lived from 1806 to 1876. As a young girl, she became a Daughter 

of Charity. When she was just a novice, St. Catherine was granted three apparitions of 

the Blessed Virgin Mary in the chapel of the motherhouse. On the third visit, Our Lady 

entrusted the image of the Miraculous Medal to St. Catherine and instructed her to 

make them. St. Catherine began to make these medals and spread their devotion. She 

told only her superiors of the apparitions. The devotion of the Miraculous Medal has 

spread around the world. St. Catherine’s canonization took place in 1947, and we 

celebrate her feast on November 28.  

https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=266  
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St. Francis Xavier - Dec. 3 

                                                           
https://s3.amazonaws.com/cdn.monasteryicons.com/images/large/st-francis-xavier-icon-398.jpg  

 

Born in 1506, St. Francis was from the Kingdom of Navarre. He attended the University 

of Paris as a young man and there became a companion of St. Ignatius of Loyola. In 

1534, St. Francis took religious vows as one of the first members of the Society of Jesus, 

the Jesuits. After he was ordained, St. Francis was sent to India as Papal Nuncio and 

missionary. In India, St. Francis found a great lack of faith and virtue, and began his 

great work of conversion and instruction. He worked for the poor and infirm, preached, 

and evangelized. In 1549, St. Francis Xavier, undertook a new mission and traveled to 

Japan. Despite difficulties and rejection from the authorities, St. Francis worked to 

convert the Japanese, even when the new Christians began facing persecutions. After 

Japan, St. Francis wished to spread his missionary efforts to China; however, he fell sick 

and died off the coast of China. He is the patron saint of Catholic and African missions, 

Goa, India, China, and missionaries.  

https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=423  
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St. Nicholas of Myra - Dec. 6 

                                                               
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/d/d9/Jaroslav_%C4%8Cerm%C3%A1k_%281831_-_1878%29_-
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St. Nicholas was the bishop of Myra in the fourth century. He was known for his 

incredible love for others and his gift of miracles. Not many things are known about his 

life, but there are countless legends. The virtuous parents of Nicholas instilled great 

piety in him as a child, and he was ordained very young. He is believed to have 

defended the Church against heresy and been persecuted by Diocletian for his faith. 

Perhaps the most famous legend of St. Nicholas is the story of his giving dowries to 

three poor sisters. St. Nicholas dropped the bags of money through the window of their 

house. From this legend springs the story of Santa Claus.  

https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=371 
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St. Ambrose - Dec. 7 

                                                                             
https://s3.amazonaws.com/cdn.monasteryicons.com/images/large/saint-ambrose-icon-701.jpg 

 

St. Ambrose lived from 340 to 397 A.D. Raised in a Catholic family, he studied in Rome 

as a young man, gaining a position in the government. In about 372, St. Ambrose 

became the governor of Milan. In 374, the bishop of Milan died, and the city increased 

in tensions between the Nicene Church and the Arian heresy. While he was attempting 

to keep peace, the people united in begging St. Ambrose to become the next bishop. 

Disinclined to the position because of his lack of training, nevertheless, St. Ambrose was 

elected as bishop of Milan. After this appointment, St. Ambrose was influential in 

bringing about the conversion of St. Augustine. St. Ambrose stalwartly upheld the 

teaching of the Church and devoted himself to uprooting the Arian heresy in his 

diocese. St. Ambrose is a Doctor of the Church and wrote many hymns and chants for 

the liturgy. He was known for his great care for the poor of his people and is the patron 

saint of beekeepers, beggars, learners, and Milan.  

https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=16  
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St. Lucy - Dec. 13 

         
https://stlucybronx.org/pictures/2014/11/Saint-Lucy-194x300.jpg 

 

 

St. Lucy was a martyr of the early Church in Syracuse. Little is known about her life 

except legend. She was a virtuous young virgin who devoted herself completely to God. 

She is the patron saint of blindness because of her own blindness. 

https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=75  
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St. John the Apostle and Evangelist - 

Dec. 27 

                                                                      
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/a/ac/Hans_Memling_039.jpg/320px-

Hans_Memling_039.jpg 

 

St. John was one of the 12 Apostles. He is one of the sons of Zebedee and Salome, and 

the brother of St. James. St. John was introduced to Christ through St. John the Baptist. 

St. John was the apostle present at the foot of the Cross when Christ gave His mother to 

the Church. After the Resurrection and Ascension, he went to Ephesus and there 

preached the faith and wrote his Gospel and other sacred writings. He died at a very 

old age, the last of the apostles.  

https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=67 
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Index of Saints 
St. Alphonsus Liguori – Aug. 1 

Bl. Alphonsus Maria Fusco – Feb. 6 

St. Ambrose – Dec. 7  

St. Andre Bessette – Jan. 6 

St. Anthony of Padua – Jun. 13 

St. Augustine – Aug. 28 

St. Benedict of Nursia – Jul. 11 

St. Bernadette Soubirous – Apr. 16 

St. Bernard of Clairvaux – Aug. 20 

St. Blaise – Feb. 3 

St. Bonaventure – Jul. 15 

St. Boniface – Jun. 5 

St. Catherine Laboure – Nov. 28  

St. Charles Borromeo – Nov. 4 

St. Clare of Assisi – Aug. 11 

St. Clement Mary Hofbauer – Mar. 15 

Most Holy Cross of Our Lord Jesus Christ – Sep. 14 

St. Damien of Molokai – May 10 

St. Dominic Savio – May 6 

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton – Han. 4 

St. Eugene de Mazenod – May 21 

St. Frances Xavier Cabrini – Nov. 13 

St. Francis Borgia – Oct. 10 

St. Francis of Assisi – Oct. 4 

St. Francis Xavier – Dec. 3 



St. Gabriel of Our Lady of Sorrows – Feb. 27 

St. Gerard Majella – Oct. 16 

Pope St. Gregory the Great – Sep. 3 

St. Helena – Aug. 18 

St. Hieron - Nov. 7  

St. Ignatius of Loyola – Jul. 31 

St. John Bosco - Jan. 31 

St. John Neumann – Jan. 5 

St. John of God – Mar. 8 

St. John the Apostle and Evangelist – Dec. 27 

Pope St. John Paul II – Oct. 22 

St. John Vianney - Aug. 4 

St. Joseph Calasanctius – Aug. 25 

Bl. Joseph Gerard – May 29 

St. Joseph of Cupertino – Sep. 18 

St. Josephine Margaret Bakhita – Feb. 8  

St. Jude Thaddeus the Apostle – Oct. 28  

St. Kateri Tekakwitha – Jul. 14 

Pope St. Leo the Great – Nov. 10 

St. Louis de Monfort – Apr. 28 

St. Louis IX, King of France – Aug. 25 

St. Lucy – Dec. 13 

St. Madeleine Sophie Barat – May 25 

St. Margaret Mary Alacoque – Oct. 17 

St. Maria Goretti – Jul. 6 

Bl. Maria Romero Meneses – Jul. 7 

St. Mary Magdelene – Jul. 22 



St. Maximilian Kolbe – Aug. 14 

St. Monica – Aug. 27 

St. Nicholas of Myra – Dec. 6  

St. Patrick - Mar. 17 

St. Paul of the Cross – Oct. 19 

St. Peter Claver – Sep. 9 

Bl. Peter Donders – Jan. 14 

St. Philip Neri - May 26 

Pope St. Pius V – Apr. 30 

Pope Bl. Pius IX – Feb. 7 

Pope St. Pius X – Aug. 21 

St. Robert Bellarmine – Sep. 17 

St. Rose of Lima - Aug. 23 

St. Scholastica – Feb. 10 

Bl. Simon Fidati of Cascia – Feb. 16 

St. Teresa of Avila – Oct. 15 

St. Thomas Aquinas – Jan. 28 

St. Vincent de Paul  - Sep. 27 

St. Vincent Ferrer – Apr. 5 

St. Vincent Strambi – Sep. 25 


