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Pastor’s Notes:  Tribute to Fr. Blatchford                                        August 2, 2020 

As of the composing of this pastor’s notes, there has not been an official announcement from the Diocese of Knoxville, but there is an 

assignment change that has been in the works for some time and will take place shortly; namely, Fr. Blatchford, the Parochial Vicar for 

the Basilica of Sts. Peter and Paul since 2015, has been asked to be the Associate Director of Courage International, an apostolate that 

serves the Catholic faithful who are experiencing same-sex attractions. This assignment will take him to Connecticut for its duration, 

but he will remain a priest of the Diocese of Knoxville, with the understanding that he would come back to our diocese at the end of 

this assignment. You may be curious what Courage International is. From their website, couragerc.org, we read:  

"These men and women testify to the power of grace, the nobility and resilience of the human heart." — Cardinal Robert Sarah 

Courage members are men and women who experience same-sex attractions and who have made a commitment to strive 

for chastity. They are inspired by the Gospel call to holiness and the Catholic Church’s beautiful teachings about the 

goodness and inherent purpose of human sexuality. Through our apostolate, people who experience same-sex attraction 

receive pastoral support in the form of spiritual guidance, community prayer support, and fellowship. 

Fr. Blatchford has been the Parochial Vicar here at our parish for five years, working with all the people of our parish, and he will be 

sorely missed. In particular, he has prepared numerous couples for marriage, offered Baptismal preparation for parents and 

godparents, as well as all the normal pastoral duties like hospital calls and counseling, for which I am grateful. He has also been the 

Chaplain to the Newman Center for the same amount of time, and I’m sure the young people on campus will miss his intellect and 

wit. Of course, because of coronavirus we can’t have a proper send-off for Fr. Blatchford, but the least we can do is salute him in this 

pastor’s notes, and wish him well in this new and important assignment in the Church at large.     

https://couragerc.org/

