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Soon we will celebrate a new year, 2020. We count these years from the birth of the child we have come to adore 
today. We venerate Him every time we mark another year by saying IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD – Anno 
Domini – AD. Just like the ancients of the world marked time from momentous events such as the founding of 
Rome or the beginning of the reign of a king, so we, who acknowledge Jesus to be God with Us, mark all of history 
as either before or after His birth. This message and reality is, however, becoming more and more hidden and 
obscure as the dark clouds of disbelief, agnosticism and indifference take hold of our minds and our society. That is 
why what we do right here and right now is so important – the light of faith is ours to keep burning. We are called 
to offer worship to the one true God in the midst of the darkness of this valley of tears. What we who believe have 
come to realize is what St. Augustine discovered in his own journey to God a millennium and a half ago, namely, 
that this world is not enough for us, and we were made for something far greater. In fact, we were made for Him. 
“You have made us for yourself, O Lord, and our heart is restless until it rests in you.” We will only find what our 
hearts desire when we come to adore the One who comes in such meekness and lowliness.  
 
Pride often muddles the clarity we should have. How could the almighty be found in something so weak? How 
could giving provide what we assumed taking would provide. How can embracing death cause us to have life more 
abundantly? These are the confusing thoughts that cross our minds and cast doubt on God’s plan in Jesus Christ. 
But in the face of these seeming contradictions of the Christian proposition, we are drawn by the beauty and 
innocence of this moment. We lay aside our cares because a Child is born to us, a Son is given to us. In the darkness 
of this world we have seen a great light – a star that tells of something new, something great. It tells the story of the 
King of Kings and Lord of Lords who will rule over a kingdom of Justice and Peace. In Him all conflict will cease 
and the lamb will lay down with the lion and the child will play at the lair of a snake and have no fear; for all will be 
made right in Him. This was truly the dawning of a new age when Christ our Savior was born, and we rightly mark 
all time in reference to this singular event. Our hearts’ compass is moved to point us to this evocative reality. Even 
if it is just a sense of curiosity or of simply duty or habit, we have come to see what the prophets foretold. An event, 
a child, who changed the course of history.  
 
The Holy Sacrifice which we offer tonight on this altar is the reason why the Child was born to us. He is the 
unblemished Lamb of the new and everlasting sacrifice, whose blood, shed on the beams of the cross and on the 
lips of those who believe in Him, causes the angel of death to pass over our mortality and cries out to God the 
Father for mercy – a cry that is heard and accepted. God Saves Us – that is the very name that is given to Him - Jesus. 
So here we come to bring forth our gifts of adoration – giving the sacrifice of our time to the one who brought time 
itself into being; to come to His temple and place ourselves in His presence, through whom all things came to be 
and without him nothing came to be (John 1). We come with the humble gift of our repentance from the ways in 
which we have strayed from Him like lost sheep. He comes to reconcile us and make the crooked path of our hearts 
straight. We come to bring him the simple gifts of bread and wine, the fruit of our interaction with His creation, 
which He remakes for us so marvelously into true food and true drink for our souls, when our humble offer 
becomes the very Body and Blood that incorporates us into God himself. We bend the knee at so great a mystery:   
“Fall on your knees and hear the angel voices, O night divine when Christ was born.” As we mark His birth for yet 
another year of this world’s existence, let us join with all who have gone before us in the praise that is due to our 
God. Let our voices mingle with the angels that announced his coming two thousand years ago. Let our voices and 
our praise be tonight a sign for the generations yet to come, that Jesus Christ is God in the Flesh. Come let us 
worship Him, Glory to God in the Highest! 


