
Pastor’s Notes – The Joy of Giving a Crucifix        The Basilica of Sts. Peter and Paul / October 20, 2019 

 

 

Recently Fr. Peter Shaw, Pastor of St. Joseph 

Parish in Bryson City, NC, told me about an act 

of vandalism that happened, in which their 

crucifix was destroyed. He asked if we would be 

willing to share our rectory chapel crucifix with 

his parish as an act of solidarity. I felt very 

moved by his request and agreed to it. Printed 

here are the correspondence that led to this 

promise of a gift of our crucifix to this parish in 

need.  

We will let you know when the actual 

exchange takes place. However, it will mean for 

us that we will need to obtain a new crucifix for 

the rectory and especially for our Good Friday 

devotions. This will be easier for us as the bigger 

parish with more resources than for this 

missionary parish in the mountains. Please join 

me in prayer and solidarity with the good people 

in Bryson City. 

  

   

 

Crucifix in our Basilica Rectory Chapel, which 

we use for Good Friday Veneration of the Cross. 

It matches the one that was destroyed at St. 

Joseph Parish, and we will donate it to them. 


