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Stewardship Homily by Dcn. Hicks Armor 

10/17/21 

Twenty Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

The Alleluia verse says “the Son of Man came to serve…and to give his life as a 

ransom for many” 

The last line of our Gospel reading today from St. Mark says “For the Son of Man did 

not come to be served… but to serve…and to give His life as a ransom for many” 

The question for us is…did we come to serve…or to be served?  And… 

What does God expect of us? 

These are both tough questions…simple to hear…but hard to answer…very thought 

provoking.  

Simply put, we know the answer, or at least part of it. We know that we did not come to 

be served, but if we are to serve…who do we serve…and how do we serve…? 

Serving is being a good steward…a steward of our time…our talents…and our 

treasures. Through our stewardship…we become disciples…so our stewardship leads 

us to discipleship. And our discipleship is how we use our gifts…given to us from 

God…to help others and to further God’s mission while we are on this earth. 

This reminds me of the Gospel from last Sunday when a man ran up to Jesus…knelt 

before him, and asked him, "Good teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?" 

Jesus answered him.  

You shall not kill; you shall not commit adultery; you shall not steal; And several other 

things. 

He replied to Jesus saying, "Teacher, all of these I have observed from my youth." 

Jesus said to him, "You are lacking in one thing. Go, sell what you have, and give to 

the poor…and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me."  When Jesus 

said this the man’s face fell, and he went away sad, for he had many possessions. 

I do not think Jesus expects us to sell all our possessions and follow him, but he does 

expect us to utilize the talents He has blessed us with for the betterment of all. And 

when I say talents, I did not say or mean…just money! 

Our talent may be that we have a beautiful voice, and we are supposed to sing in the 

choir and help make our liturgy beautiful, or 

Maybe our talent is organization, and we are supposed to help schedule Altar Servers, 

Lectors, Ushers, or the Security Team. 
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Maybe our talent is our outgoing personality, and we are supposed to greet and help 

new people or visitors feel comfortable on their first few visits to our church. 

We don’t have to wear sackcloth and ashes to serve God as Job did. But we all have 

God given talents, He just wants us to use them…to further His Church, His 

mission…His liturgy…and to spread the news of His Gospel. 

Vatican II advocated for full and active participation. That means actively participating 

in the Mass, body, mind, and soul…as well as participating as a member of our church 

family. 

If one of our gifts is that we are financially able, he does expect us to share a portion of 

our excess with His Church so we can continue His ministries. Dollars do translate into 

ministry… 

It is time, talent, and treasuries. Not 1 but all 3…Like the rich man last week found out, 

he cannot buy his way into heaven, he had to give of himself. Treasury without time or 

talent will not cut it. 

Jesus, the ultimate giver, gave of himself for each of us. Because of his love for the 

Father and the love He has for each of us, he gave fully of himself. He is our example. 

He came to serve…not to be served. 

And when we give of ourselves, truly, freely, generously then we are doing God’s work. 

Also, this weekend our second collection is for Deacon formation. These men spend 5 

plus years in formation, learning about Church History, Scripture, Philosophy, Fathers 

of the Church, the Sacraments and how to serve at the Altar with the Priest. They give 

freely of their time…without compensation…because we want too. The root word of 

Deacon or of the Diaconate is Diaconea which means to serve.  

Deacons share their talents, their gifts, with the church and the parishioners. 

So, serving is done in many ways. Jesus served by giving His life for us. Fortunately 

few of us are called to serve in that way. Patrick Ryan did…but we are not normally 

called to do that. 

But we are all called to serve in some way. I would be doing an injustice to God if I said 

anything less. 

Remember, it is in giving we receive. If you doubt this ask any Deacon, Priest, or the 

Bishop. We serve out of love for God, love for Jesus, love for His Church, and love for 

all of you. Our joy comes from serving. And so can your joy as well. 

I ask you to take some time this week and think…and reflect about how God has 

blessed you…and what your talents are…the talents that God gave you and how those 

talents could benefit our parish family. 
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We are all called to be disciples. Good stewardship…leads to good discipleship 

because we are using our time, talent, and treasury - all 3, not 1 or 2, but all 3 for the 

purpose God intended for us. 

We are a family, the body of Christ…together. 

When we give, we are serving…serving God and His flock…what a privilege to be able 

to serve God. And selfishly look at the reward we reap. 

I know the joy I feel by just being here, with all of you. And knowing that in some way I 

am serving God…is just an added benefit. 

Find joy…find a way to serve God…remember...it is in giving that we receive…God 

loves givers…He set that example for us. 

God Bless all of you. 

 

 


