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Homily for 10/3/2021   Very Rev. J. David Carter, JCL, JV 
28th Sun. Ordinary Time, B / 19th Sun. after Pentecost 

Anna and Simeon Society 
 

Yesterday was a typical day for a parish priest. I started with Benediction and Reposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
after the all-night Adoration. Then, after doing some correspondence and office work, I did a burial at a parish 
columbarium. Then I visited with a family grieving the loss of a loved one at their house. After that, I prayed an 
invocation at the pro-life rally on the steps of the courthouse down the street. After that, I drove to the retreat 
center to hear confessions and say Mass for the Hispanic retreat going on there. To and from the retreat center, I 
made pastoral phone calls to catch up with people who had fallen through the cracks. On the way back, I stopped 
by the hospital to anoint someone who was in a grave situation. I got back to the parish in time to present the 
Servant of God, Fr. Patrick Ryan Award to a parishioner. You can read about him in the bulletin insert. After 
greeting people after Mass, I could have made it to a wedding reception of a wedding that Fr. Valentin had 
celebrated earlier, but instead, Fr. Tran and I went to dinner just to unwind a little after a long day. There are times 
that I second-guess myself. Did I do enough? Should I have done more? Will the couple excuse my not showing up 
at their reception? I know I would have loved to, but I chose a simpler way at the end of a long day to have energy 
to get up today and say this Mass. I pray it wasn’t selfish of me. But that is the internal dialogue a priest has every 
day.  Before you think I’m telling you all of this for sympathy, I want to emphasis that it was for this that I laid 
down my life. All of that is par for the course for the vocation of celibate chastity for the sake of the kingdom of 
God. One of the motivations and fruits of this vocation is that it is supposed to be a source of pastoral charity and 
availability to fulfill Jesus’ command to Peter, “feed my sheep.” It is a vocation of service. What did I expect? But 
the psychology of our vocations in life is very interesting indeed. 
 
There is another vocation of service in the Church that is, in many ways, much more demanding emotionally and 
spiritually. It is a also a sacrament of service, and we call it the holy sacrament of matrimony. We should make note 
that the Church categorizes it as a sacrament of service, and not a sacrament of self-fulfillment. This sacrament is 
the subject of this Sunday’s Gospel reading, when Jesus calls us back to our original vocation of selfless love built 
into our very biological and spiritual DNA. From the beginning, God made us male and female and declared that 
the two are no longer two, but one. We are not to rend asunder that which God has joined together. And it is only 
because of the hardness of our hearts that Moses allowed divorce. For God, it is not so. Now, the reality is that 
even if God’s will is that marriage is indissoluble and permanent, it doesn’t make it any easier. Especially when 
human weakness, sin, and selfishness enter the equation. 
 
The sacrament of matrimony takes hard work. Romanticism has done us a great disservice in making us think that 
love is all rainbows and butterflies and good feelings. How many times have I prepared couples who say romantic 
things like, “you complete me.” It sounds like true love, right? But love that completes oneself is not enough for 
married loves because it’s still selfish love. It’s all about me. It’s me in the middle, at the center of the love, not the 
other. In the end it’s all about me, me, me. Married love has to be so much more other-centered. “I’m willing to lay 
down my life for you.” Only when love gets to this self-sacrificial level is it worthy of the sacrament of marriage. No 
wonder so many marriages end in divorce. No wonder so many people feel free to abandon their spouse. “You 
don’t complete me anymore”. “In fact, you make demands on me and I don’t like my personal freedom impinged 
upon.” They haven’t gotten to the point of self-sacrifice for the sake of the other. It’s not about you! 
 
During the week, I work in the diocesan Tribunal, and most of our work centers around answering questions of 
people’s status in the Church, due to a breakdown of a marriage. We see a lot of broken marriages when people ask 
for a declaration of nullity. People in happy marriages do not approach the marriage Tribunal making a petition for 
a declaration of nullity. 
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Often we arrive at the reality, and the truth, that God indeed did put a relationship together and blessed it and it was 
the selfishness of spouses that broke it apart, not a defect of consent. Selfishness does not dissolve the bond of 
marriage; it just makes it impossible to live out. Believe it or not, not even infidelity dissolves the bond of marriage. 
This is the most common error we find in people’s mind. But error about the permanence of marriage does not 
dissolve marriage. The vows read: For better or for worse, Till death do us part. Even if your spouse cheats on you 
with another, you are still bound in Holy Matrimony to him or her. Of course, this makes the living of the bond 
much more difficult and can even lead to irreparable damage. But despite this breakdown of civility amongst 
spouses, the bond of marriage still remains.  
 
In those instances, we are bound by the law and doctrine of our Church to uphold the bond of marriage even if the 
spouses have separated and have no desire to resume the conjugal life. We must be faithful to the words of Jesus in 
today’s Gospel that the one who divorces and marries again commits adultery, breaking one of the Ten 
Commandments. This brings us to an acute pastoral crisis in the Church:  How does the Church minister to those 
who are separated from their spouse? How do we minister to the abandoned spouse? And if the abandoning party 
comes to us, how do we deal with that one too? Then, there is the case of those who, perhaps innocently, perhaps 
without their faith leading them, or perhaps even disagreeing with the faith or contesting the words of Jesus or 
having some personal interpretation of it, attempted to enter a second marriage while still being bound to their first 
spouse. This is the quandary that many find themselves in.  
 
I’ve had in my heart for a long time the formation of a spiritual support network of people that find themselves in 
this situation. The Church is called to have a certain pastoral solicitude for souls in this situation. But what does that 
look like? I have been working on the idea of a society under the patronage of Saints Anna and Simeon. These were 
the two prophets of the Old Testament who waited in the temple of the Lord for the Savior and the Messiah that 
had been promised. Both had waited for many years, decades even, for the Lord to reveal himself to them. The 
scriptures say that they were in the temple day at night praying and waiting. There are many people who are praying 
and waiting for a resolution to a broken situation, a broken marriage, a separation, or an answer from the Tribunal 
about their status in the Church. There are people who get the answer, and the answer is perhaps not what they had 
hoped for or wanted but is the discernment of the truth of their vows. The Saints Anna and Simeon society would 
be for these souls, to help them persevere in the Christian life as they pray and wait according to their state in life. It 
would be a society of spiritual support and would require many people to adopt these souls and accompany them 
along this journey. This is still in the infancy stages of formation, but I think the time is now for it to be born. There 
are many souls who are struggling to follow the saving words of Jesus in the Gospel. We must, as the Body of 
Christ, accompany them, lest they be lost. If you are interested in helping in this needed ministry, do get in touch 
with me through the parish office or the Tribunal.  
 
No matter what your vocation, it requires death to selfishness. The married vocation, like the vocation of Holy 
Orders, takes work; it is a sacrament of service. It becomes more difficult if it’s not lived in the normal way, but in 
the separation and perhaps even isolation of divorce. Let’s not be afraid to do the work of love that God has given 
to us. And we can continue to live for the other, even if there’s brokenness, and not resort to the “me, me, me” 
mantra of our world. Jesus calls us to embrace the cross. Do not be afraid, His Grace is sufficient for us. We have 
not yet resisted the devil to the point of shedding our blood. If God is for us, who can be against us?  
 
May Jesus Christ be praised! 
 


