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State of the Parish 2021:  Evangelization is Invitation – Part 1 of 4*, by Fr. David Carter, Pastor and Rector 

We have arrived once again to this moment of reflection as we near the end of another year. As I look back over 2021, I see wonderful 
things to be celebrated. As I look forward to 2022, I am inspired with hope for the future. 2020 was a year of crisis for our world, our 
nation, and our parish community, in the midst of worldwide pandemic, a bitter and divisive political season, and the turmoil of 
living our Catholic Christian faith in an increasingly secularized world. 2021 gave us a little bit of breathing room and time to adjust to 
the new realities the world is throwing at us. And it has helped shape a new vision of ministry and evangelization in my heart. It is 
that new vision that I would like to present as the overarching theme of the upcoming year, a theme which I will present at the 
conclusion of this address, namely, that evangelization is precisely about personal invitation.  

First, I would like to take a moment to celebrate the successes and high points of 2021 here at the Basilica. In 2018, we formulated a 
five-year strategic plan that included a mission statement, a vision statement, and strategic priorities. This past year, we truly lived out 
our mission: 

The Basilica of Saints Peter and Paul in Chattanooga, Tennessee, exists to proclaim Jesus Christ, the font of all Truth, Beauty, and Goodness, and 
we continue His mission to form disciples from all peoples according to the tradition and patrimony of the Catholic Church. 

The primary way that mission is carried out is through sacramental fruitfulness. We have celebrated 132 Baptisms, 111 Confirmations, 
119 First Holy Communions, and 28 weddings. 37 people came into the Church through the rites of initiation. We assisted several 
couples in regularizing their marriage situation, and we have celebrated more than 25 funerals, burials, and memorials, of all ages, in 
both the Spanish and English communities.  

I would like to highlight the other vocation of service, that of Holy Orders. This year our parish has two seminarians discerning their 
call to the priesthood, and several others who are prayerfully considering how God might be calling them and are open to this radical 
vocation of service to the Church. Nicholas Hickman is in his second year of seminary at my alma mater, Conception Seminary College 
in northwest Missouri. His joy and enthusiasm are infectious, and we look forward to his continued growth and maturity as he 
continues to discern God’s call for his life. The other vocation is that of Kevin Doerge. He came to our parish as a young adult and 
jumped in with both feet, especially to our Haiti apostolate, among other areas of parish life. This past year, he discerned a call to 
priestly life in the community of St. John Cantius in Chicago, Illinois. He entered the novitiate on the Feast of St. John the Baptist this 
past summer and continues his discernment there. I encourage you to keep both of these young men in your prayers. If you would 
like to send a note or greeting to either of them, contact the parish office, and we will happily share their contact information to you. 
Pray also that many more young men would consider the priesthood. We would also encourage any other young men and women to 
consider the religious life if God is calling them in that way.  

On the level of the spiritual life of the parish, we have been able to engage the Year of St. Joseph that Pope Francis called for through 
various devotions throughout the week. We have resumed many of our annual devotions, such as the Our Lady of Guadalupe 
procession, Stations of the Cross, the May Crowning, our Corpus Christi procession, and other devotional opportunities.  

We have had more than a year of the weekly celebration of the Traditional Latin Mass here at the Basilica. We had been offering this 
more ancient form of the Roman rite once a month, since Christmas 2014. And as we came back from the pandemic and opened our 
churches again, the community discerned that many of our parishioners have asked for and would benefit from a weekly celebration 
of this more ancient use of the Roman rite. The attendance has been strong and consistent and it truly is serving the needs of many of 
our parishioners and glorifies God in a very beautiful way. It is a great enrichment to the spiritual offering of our parish. We had a 
time of discernment when Pope Francis issued his motu proprio, Traditionis Custodes, but we are grateful for the support of Bishop 
Stika, who has graciously provided for the continuation of the celebration of the Latin Mass in our parish.  

Something new we have started this year is to highlight particular prayer intentions through our new Pray for Us ministry, which 
communicates needs and prayer intentions to the parish as well as partnering parishioners for mutual support and encouragement. 
Many people have been going through great tragedies and major issues, and I am proud of our parish’s response of accompaniment of 
parishioners who are struggling. I have seen the Spirit moving and alive in the midst of great trials. This is a true fruitfulness of our 
mission as a parish.  

We have seen growth in many areas of engagement with our parishioners and the broader community. Our internal ministries have 
seen growth in participation, even after being shut down by the pandemic – altar servers, usher ministry, altar ministry, sacristans, 
lectors, security team, and sacred music have all seen growth and commitment. In the Catholic Motherhood ministry, we have 
expanded the leadership team, communications, meal trains, and even created a new branch of this ministry for moms of infants. We 
continue to support the Young Adults group, Catholic Chatt, and its many activities, and our Middle and High School Youth Group 
has continued to thrive under the leadership of Kalista Bartee and Jenny Haug. There are still changes afoot in that area, as Jenny has 
been offered a great opportunity to return to her home city of Nashville to help lead the diocesan youth ministry there. We are 
discerning the next steps of the Youth Ministry with great hope and anticipation.  

We have resumed our Religious Education program, and it is going strong. This past year, our Director of Religious Education, 
Danielle Stradley, stepped down from that position in order to focus more on other areas of her life, though she continues to volunteer 
her time and talent in this area. As a result of that, we were able to discern a new leader and are pleased to have Florence Porter, who 
has taken up the mantle of Director of Religious Education. Under her leadership we have adopted a new curriculum and are 
expanding our offerings and hope to include, among other things, more Catechesis of the Good Shepherd in years to come. Our St. 
Ambrose Catholic Homeschool Co-op has resumed meeting on campus, as our parish effort to provide support for those who choose 
Catholic homeschooling. We are still open to a future opportunity to support Catholic education at all levels, including the possibility 
of partnering with Regina Caeli Academy hybrid school. Our American Heritage Girls and Trail Life troops have started back in 
person, and I am grateful for the leaders and volunteers that make these wonderful opportunities happen for the benefit of the youth 
of our parish. I myself am a product of the scouting movement and fully support these efforts that form our young people in virtue.  

 

* The full transcript and video of Fr. Carter’s State of the Parish Address, delivered Nov. 3, 2021, can be found on our website. 


