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State of the Parish 2021:  Evangelization is Invitation – Part 2 of 4*, by Fr. David Carter, Pastor and Rector 

Our Hispanic Ministry continues to grow and thrive. We average about 750 people between the two Spanish Masses we offer every 
Sunday. We also support the work and ministry of two Houses of Prayer that engage our parishioners in their neighborhoods in 
prayer, Bible study, and social interaction. They are the front lines of evangelization, inviting people to the fuller life of faith through 
the sacraments in the Catholic Church. The Immaculate Conception House of Prayer has just recently entered into negotiations to buy 
the building that they currently occupy off Rossville Blvd., so they are excited to have the stability of this space for years to come. In 
2019, we bought a building on 23rd Street, in conjunction with the Santa Cruz House of Prayer, as a replacement for All Saints 
Academy, which we had lost due to infrastructure issues. We tried to renovate this new building and to bring it up to codes and 
regulations, but after two years of planning and study, we discerned that it would be cost-prohibitive for us to continue, and we 
decided to sell the building for a profit and look for alternative means of serving the community. Meanwhile, we have found a 
location for our Hispanic parish ministries that Sister Imelda runs, in a building on North Holtzclaw Ave. In this space, many 
important community activities, education, and sacramental preparation classes are taking place. But our Santa Cruz House of Prayer 
community, for the time being, is using Varallo Parish Hall, as they continue to look for another suitable location for their ministry.  

We have also been able to reach out to the community at large through our many partnerships. We have conducted food drives for the 
Community Kitchen and helped out the St. Vincent de Paul Society. We continued to support the RISE UP Cooperative, founded by 
one of our very own parishioners, Sandy Pricer, which helps educate at-risk youth by giving them life skills to help them achieve 
success. Our Knights of Columbus Council has continued to be active and involved in many different events and efforts to help our 
community. Most recently we have begun a Buy-Nothing group, a convenient channel for practicing charity and solidarity within the 
Basilica community. We also have highlighted many parishioners’ involvement in the community at large, including Nathan Bird’s 
Chattanooga Civics website and podcast, La Paz Chattanooga, ecumenical outreach, and ministry and service to the poor and 
homeless. This past year saw a threat to the right to life by Planned Parenthood’s increasing presence in our community. Our pro-life 
ministry partnered with Greater Chattanooga Right to Life in stopping Planned Parenthood’s designs to enter the community, holding 
a rally at the Basilica to encourage people to sign a petition protesting their efforts. We also continue to support the Baby Bottle benefit 
for Catholic Charities Pregnancy Help Center. 

While this first post-pandemic year has not afforded many opportunities for concerts, we did have a well-received piano recital 
offered by Fr. Valentin, and we look forward to his next one, scheduled December 11. We also hosted two Chattanooga Symphony & 
Opera concerts at a time when they didn’t have a home.  

The Fr. Patrick Ryan Cause for Canonization continues. In September of 2020, we opened the official Inquiry, and that Inquiry 
continues through our interviewing many people who spoke about the life and ministry of Fr. Ryan and his impact in their lives. We 
also celebrated the exhumation of his mortal remains and transfer of his body to the Basilica, where he is now entombed in the 
beautiful sepulcher underneath the fourteenth station of the cross. We hope that this Inquiry will be concluded sometime next year 
and that we can send our petition to the Holy Father in Rome for his consideration of the heroic offering of life of Fr. Patrick Ryan.  

We have experienced many transitions this year in our personnel at the parish. Besides the youth ministers and DRE’s I mentioned 
above, we also had a change of clergy. Fr. Moises Moreno, who had been assigned to the parish for Hispanic Ministry, was called to 
the Gatlinburg-Pigeon Forge area to serve the many Hispanics who have moved to that area and desperately need pastoral support.  

In September, we had the sudden death of our beloved Dcn. Tom McConnell, who had been such a wonderful part of our parish 
ministries since 2017. We will especially miss his beautiful homilies, his teaching and ministering, as well as his organizational help at 
the parish. I am happy to report that his wife Brenda, who is already very engaged in the parish, desires to take up the baton of The 
Deacon’s Table and continue this wonderful adult faith formation opportunity. I am immensely grateful for her dedication to serve 
the parish community in the many ways she does. However, even in the midst of the tragedy of Dcn. Tom’s sudden passing, we see 
the hand of God’s Divine Providence. Before we lost Dcn. Tom, the Lord was preparing another deacon in our midst. This past 
weekend we introduced Dcn. Joe Hartz and his wife Sherry to the parish. We look forward to getting to know them as they come on 
board. We are grateful for all the ministry that Dcn. Joe will be offering to our community in the months and years ahead.  

One of the ways that Dcn. Tom had helped me in the past year was facilities and maintenance. Our campus with many old buildings 
requires a lot of upkeep. In addition, we have been planning capital improvements that require a lot of oversight. Dcn. Tom had 
graciously stepped in to be my proxy in the Facilities Engineering Maintenance Advisory Council (FEMAC), comprised of several 
volunteer professionals from our parish community. I am grateful for the work of Dcn. Tom and all those who serve on the FEMAC.  

We had a very successful Under One Roof capital campaign that sought specifically to address our strategic priority of Facilities 
Preservation. The pledge drive took place this spring, and the pledge period will continue for three years. We have a total of $1.73 
million pledged and already have 41% collected to date. How awesome is the generosity of our parishioners and those invested in the 
beauty of our parish! I am grateful for Debbie Cliche and Cathy Palisoc, who chaired this effort. As to the specific areas we raised the 
money for, we are getting close to realizing some of the projects that will accomplish our goal. Our long-awaited roof repair is 
scheduled to begin in November, as soon as the materials arrive. As you know, many things are delayed these days because of supply 
shortages. This is the case with our roof project. However, we are grateful to be able to repair the roof soon and protect the 
infrastructure of our beautiful Basilica church. It is thanks to the pledge payments we have already received that we are able to fund 
this project. We are also working diligently to finalize the plans for the renovation of our heating and air conditioning of the church, 
and we hope to order the materials soon so that we can update these things before next summer’s heat wave. We do not expect to 
have to move out of the church to accomplish this. However, we may have to temporarily close down Varallo Parish Hall. We also 
continue to make plans to renovate the space below the vestibule to expand our usable footprint for large group gatherings.  

* The full transcript and video of Fr. Carter’s State of the Parish Address, delivered Nov. 3, 2021, can be found on our website. 


