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Homily for 11/14/2021   Very Rev. J. David Carter, JCL, JV 
6th Sunday of Epiphany (resumed)/Second Last Sunday of Pentecost 

 

In describing the Kingdom of Heaven, Jesus uses the analogy of the mustard seed, asking us not to consider its 
relatively small size to measure its great potential. From a tiny seed comes a formidable tree in which the birds of 
the air can dwell. Jesus also uses the analogy of yeast or leaven, asking us not to discount the hidden and small 
particles folded into the larger elements of the dough, as they cause the whole batch to rise in extraordinary ways. 
Evangelization, that is, announcing the Good News, is the same. God can do huge things with just a little. One 
word, one greeting, one word of welcome can be all it takes to allow the Kingdom of God to take root in a person’s 
heart. There is the famous story told by St. Athanasius about the life of St. Anthony of the Desert. The story goes 
that Anthony went into church one day and simply heard the Scriptures proclaimed, “Go sell all that you have and 
give it to the poor and come follow me.” And taking that as a personal invitation to follow Jesus, he went and did 
just that and became one of the greatest of the Desert Fathers of the ancient church. All it took was the Word to be 
proclaimed and the invitation to be accepted, for the light of Christ to take root in His heart.  
 
The same can be said for us. Keeping in mind that in just two weeks we will celebrate the First Sunday of Advent, I 
have discerned as my theme for this next liturgical year, “Evangelization as Invitation.”  We tend to make the work 
of spreading the Good News complicated, requiring degrees in theology and philosophy. These, of course, have 
their part to play in honing our understanding and deepening our practice of faith. We also try to make it too 
complicated, with programs and schemes and intricate plans. But the proclamation of the kingdom is not meant to 
be so intricate or tedious or complicated. Rather it is meant to be something very personal, direct, and as simple as 
planting a mustard seed or folding in a portion of yeast. It is as simple as making an invitation to someone to 
consider the way of Jesus. Invite someone to consider that this passing world is not all there is, and that there is 
something far greater that we are meant for. It is the proposal that simply invites someone to “come, follow me”. 
You don’t have to tell them everything. You don’t have to explain the entirety of the faith to them. Just bring them 
to Jesus, bring them His presence, and He will do the rest. If you see someone new at church, go up and introduce 
yourself. I hear stories about people who say they have come to our parish, and no one ever greeted them, or said 
hello, or welcomed them. All it takes in most instances is a smile, a kind greeting and an extended hand. You matter. 
You matter to God. So does your neighbor. Treat them as those that matter to God, and you have become an 
evangelizer.  
 
The reality is that there are many obstacles to announcing the Good News of our salvation. It is not a popular thing. 
It really never has been, even when things go well for the Church. In fact, the argument can be made that things 
actually tend to go rather poorly for the Church when the way of Jesus Christ becomes popular, because it starts to 
be instrumentalized by so many in order to push worldly agendas. It also opens us up to pride. Triumphalism, this 
side of heaven, is a façade and an arrogant posture that is simply another form of self-righteousness. Every soul, 
even the best one, is in a constant battle ground for God’s Kingdom. The war is over in Christ; the battle continues 
in our hearts. Thus, our own history and practical wisdom remind us that the Church does well when she is 
“underground” and “persecuted”. It is when she is small and seemingly insignificant, like a mustard seed or a bit of 
yeast, that God can really do marvelous things. In fact, this sort of imagery of an underground Church is what C. S. 
Lewis, writing during World War II, used to describe our present situation. “Enemy-occupied territory—that is 
what this world is. Christianity is the story of how the rightful king has landed, you might say landed in disguise, and 
is calling us all to take part in a great campaign of sabotage. When you go to church you are really listening-in to the 
secret wireless from our friends” (Mere Christianity). I love this image for its subversive allure. Resistance fighters in 
enemy-occupied territory are rarely seen as much more than a nuisance. They are usually a few cells of untrained 
laity who give their all to disrupt the idea that the enemy is in control. But history has shown that these resistance 
fighters can actually turn the tide of a war. We have to have this sort of mentality in our own personal resistance 
against the enemy of our souls. We are the loyal cells of believers the size of a mustard seed and as insignificant as a 
handful of yeast. But plant us in the ground and fold us into the dough, and we will bear great fruit for the 
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Kingdom of God. Jesus Christ is the true king who is stealing into the land in disguise through us, and we have to 
be ready for “that day” of His triumphal return in Glory. We are called, and have a mission as his disciples, to go 
and make disciples of all the earth. This is the ultimate recruitment goal! We must build up our forces for the day of 
Christ’s return. How do we recruit more people to our cause? How did the “resistance” in time of war recruit 
members? Was it mass media? Was it propaganda? Was it through wheels of power coercing people to follow the 
way? No, this grandiose vision of mass conversions was the manner of many great deceivers, and very rarely is it the 
model God uses for His Church. Mass conversions usually don’t have staying power. They are a flash in the pan of 
exuberance, seed sown on rocky soil, that doesn’t have lasting roots. For the resistance, on the other hand, success 
was found through the personal invitation of individuals, one on one, inviting them to prepare for the coming 
victory. It has to be the same for us as resistance fighters who are loyal to the King who is coming in Glory. His 
kingdom is not of this world, Jesus tells Pontius Pilate. If it were, He could convert everyone with a mighty display 
of His power. But instead, He uses a different tactic – He chose to entrust it to twelve and to plant His word within 
them and leaven them with His Spirit, to then go out into the world and spread the word one by one. This is the 
model of our Master and Savior.  
 
This is where you, the Catholic underground, come in. St. Paul in the Epistle today commends the Thessalonians 
because they had become a pattern for other converts, and more importantly, the conduit through which the word 
spread. Their sharing of the faith had ripple effects that made Paul’s preaching so much easier. In a like manner, you 
have to be the one to make the invitation. If you don’t do it, who will? If you wait for me to do it, good luck. I’m 
human just like you and I only have 24 hours in a day just like you. We can’t wait for someone else to act. It is up to 
you to plant the seed and fold the leaven. No act of evangelization is too small. Remember the mustard seed and 
the yeast. Evangelization is as simple as invitation. Take up courage and introduce yourself and perhaps invite 
someone over for dinner. Exchange your information and follow up with a phone call. Whatever you do, know that 
God will multiply it and make it grow. This is the way of the Kingdom of God. Long live Christ the King! 
 
May Jesus Christ be praised! 
 
 


