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Homily for 11/21/2021   Very Rev. J. David Carter, JCL, JV 
Christ the King 

 

I get tons of e-mails. First of all, I have lots of e-mail addresses, one for my personal use, one for my parish use, and 
one for my tribunal work. Inevitably when doing anything online, you have to put in one of those e-mails to a 
webpage or an online service and then you get enrolled in their newsletter or they want to send you promotional 
material or, God forbid, they have sold your information to a third party, who sends you unsolicited advertisements, 
commonly called spam or junk e-mails. Now, to be sure, many of these e-mails are good in themselves. There is 
nothing wrong with getting a newsletter from an organization doing good or meaning well. Nor is it ordinarily a 
crime against humanity for a company to advertise its service. But what tends to happen is that we get inundated by 
these things, overwhelmed by their sheer number and perhaps even despair of having an empty inbox ever again! 
But did you know that we have a law on the books in the United States Code of Federal Regulations Title 15 
Chapter 103 § 7704, enacted by Congress in 2003 to regulate this sort of thing? It was called the Can-Spam Act and 
it was meant to regulate unsolicited and objectionable material. It is the reason, thank God, that we stopped getting 
all those vulgar e-mails popping up in our inbox, that anyone who lived in the late 90’s or early 2000’s remembers. 
But more importantly, it is the reason you now find at the bottom of all of those mass e-mails a way to stop them 
from coming – the unsubscribe button. To unsubscribe from the mass of e-mails, even well meaning ones, can be a 
true liberation. 
 
Now the reality is that we have subscribed to many other things than online goods and services. We get subscribed 
to many messages and ideas that we never signed up for. Whether it was intentional or not, we are subscribed to a 
certain way of living, a certain world-view, a certain place in - and notion of - society, politics, values, etc. These can 
be very confusing, contradictory, and often inundate us through mass media. We are constantly assaulted by strange, 
exotic, and sometimes even very false notions of who we are as human beings and what we are supposed to be 
about. All this from people who are sincere, but in error as to the ultimate end of human life, or have imbibed 
errors about the true meaning of life. This is the spam and junk mail that comes from living in the modern world 
with all of its diversity, plurality, and the confusing mix of cultures. No doubt there is goodness in each culture’s 
attempt to seek for higher things. Diversity can be a gift when it allows us a broader understanding of the truth. 
There is definitely more than one way to look at the complex topic of human existence. However, there is, in reality, 
only one truth, even if we may see it from different angles. If your worldview can’t be squared with the truth as it 
actually is, it is spam, junk, objectionable and needs to be unsubscribed from!  
 
For a similar reason that the United States Congress enacted the Can-Spam act in 2003, back in 1925 Pope Pius XI 
instituted the Feast of Christ the King, by means of his encyclical Quas Primas. Many people in the modern world 
were trying to sell secularism, nationalism, atheism and materialism and many other forms of ordering of society 
that were full of errors, that told untruths about who man is and what society is in relationship with our ultimate 
end. Through this new feast of Christ the King we are invited to unsubscribe from these erroneous ways of thinking 
and find our true freedom and liberation in the truth that Jesus Christ, and the Kingdom of Heaven that He reigns 
over, is the ultimate end of all humanity. Now, this proclamation of Christ the King is not meant to be a 
replacement for worldly government. No, there is a proper and necessary place for government in the life of human 
society. We cannot say that government is bad, even if we have a healthy suspicion and vigilance towards those who 
wield power in the world. Nor is the church calling for a theocracy. The Kingdom of Christ is not about roads, and 
commerce and military defense – these properly belong to earthly governors and they are to be obeyed and 
followed as such. Render unto Caesar what belongs to Caesar. Rather, as Pope Pius XI says, “This kingdom [of 
Christ] is spiritual and is concerned with spiritual things…. The gospels present this kingdom as one which men 
prepare to enter by penance, and cannot actually enter except by faith and by baptism, which, though an external 
rite, signifies and produces an interior regeneration. This kingdom is opposed to none other than to that of Satan 
and to the power of darkness. It demands of its subjects a spirit of detachment from riches and earthly things, and a 
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spirit of gentleness. They must hunger and thirst after justice, and more than this, they must deny themselves and 
carry the cross.” 
 
Further, he says, “[Jesus Christ] must reign in our minds, which should assent with perfect submission and firm 
belief to revealed truths and to the doctrines of Christ. He must reign in our wills, which should obey the laws and 
precepts of God. He must reign in our hearts, which should spurn natural desires and love God above all things, 
and cleave to him alone. He must reign in our bodies and in our members, which should serve as instruments for 
the interior sanctification of our souls, or to use the words of the Apostle Paul, ‘as instruments of justice unto God.’ 
-Quas primas, 33” 
 
Reflecting on this feast in the life of the Church, the Bishops of the United States have given some reflections. They 
say, “It may not seem as if Christ reigns as king. Much of Western culture has turned away from the Christian 
religion in favor of an individualistic religion, with self-selected practices and spiritualities.” As Pope Benedict XVI 
has said regarding the consensus about the nature of reality, the moral good, and the conditions for human 
flourishing that is enshrined in the founding documents of the United States: “Today, that consensus has eroded 
significantly in the face of powerful new cultural currents, which are not only directly opposed to core moral 
teachings of the Judeo-Christian tradition but are also increasingly hostile to Christianity as such.” And Christians in 
the Middle East, Nigeria, China, and other places face intense, violent persecution. On top of all these struggles, the 
Church in many places has squandered her credibility to deal with these issues by failing to deal with corruption and 
immorality within her own ranks.” But the bishops continue their reflection by saying, “We should not become 
despondent. The faithful have always struggled. Daniel saw this vision when his people were in exile in Babylon. 
And the vision recounted in this reading begins with a prophecy of four terrible powers on earth imposing war and 
oppression. Moreover, John of Patmos related his vision in the Book of Revelation at a time when the early Church 
was undergoing persecution. As those who proclaim Christ’s death at Mass and receive the body and blood of the 
risen Lord in Holy Communion, we put our hope in the Son of God who suffers and ultimately conquers death.” 
They conclude by saying, “Jesus tells Pilate that everyone who belongs to the truth listens to the voice of Jesus, the 
king. The Solemnity of Christ the King is a day for Catholics to rededicate themselves to the truth by listening to 
the voice of Christ and by obeying his word. It is only under the reign of Christ our sovereign king that we will 
experience true freedom and see renewal in our Church and in our country.” 
(https://www.usccb.org/committees/religious-liberty/christ-king-2021-lectionary-notes) 
 
So on this Solemnity of Christ the King, I invite you to take a moment to unsubscribe from the errors of this world, 
rededicate yourself to the truth, listen to His voice and cling solely to Jesus Christ, the King of Love, as the King of 
your heart today. 
 
May Jesus Christ be praised! 
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