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Pastor’s Notes: New Coordinators for our Ushers/Greeters and Youth Group              December 12, 2021 

We have just had leadership transitions of two of our key ministries for family reasons:  Cameron Yunker and his wife Tia recently 

had their first baby, and Cameron decided it best at this time to pass the reins of the Usher/Greeter ministry to Dan Mueller. Jenny 

Haug, who led our Youth Ministry this fall, has moved her family to Nashville for an excellent career opportunity and to be closer to 

family. I have appointed JuliAnna Hills, who has volunteered in our Youth Group the past two years, as our new Youth Ministry 

Coordinator. I am very grateful to both Cameron and Jenny for their service to these important ministries in our parish, and I look 

forward to future development of these ministries under Dan and JuliAnna. Please read their introductions below and welcome them 

in their new roles. 

 

Dan Mueller, our new Usher/Greeter 

Coordinator, moved with his family to 

Chattanooga in 2016 to take care of his 

mother-in-law. A commissioned officer in the 

U. S. Navy, Dan met his wife, Cate, while 

both were on active duty in the Navy. Dan 

later pursued a career in education and 

training and took early retirement in 2016. 

Cate and Dan have four children, Mitchell – 

28, a student in Computer Engineering at 

UTC; Patrick – 25, the Executive Producer for 

Digital Media at WCTV in Tallahassee, 

Florida; Caroline – 19, a sophomore at the 

UT Knoxville; and Mary - 15, a student at 

GPS in Chattanooga. In his spare time, Dan likes to play golf, referees basketball and volleyball for the YMCA, and is an avid Syracuse 

University Basketball and Football fan. Go Orange! 
 

Dan chose to become involved in the Usher and Greeter ministry at the Basilica as a way to serve the community. During overseas 

tours in Italy and Singapore, Dan was involved in the Chapel Council, choir, and led the usher and lector ministries. Dan was actively 

involved in the Religious Education program for the military Catholic community in Gaeta, Italy. It was while in Italy that Dan and 

his family met then Deacon David Carter, who was completing his seminarian studies in Rome and assisting with ministering to the 

U. S. military Catholic community in Gaeta. Upon relocating to Chattanooga, it was a pleasant surprise to find Fr. Carter as the Pastor 

of the Basilica, and made it an easy decision to join this congregation and to get actively involved. When first becoming an usher, Dan 

discovered that most of the ushers were members of the Father Patrick Ryan Council of the Knights of Columbus. Dan is an active 

member of Council 610 and the Fourth Degree Assembly 1084. He serves as the Council Liaison with the Basilica, helping to 

coordinate service opportunities and planning for events at the Basilica. He has helped with fundraising for the Under One Roof 

Campaign, with Lenten Fish Frys with the Knights, and with the annual 4th of July fireworks, and 

Labor Day Picnic at Camp Columbus. 
 

In his new role leading the ushers and greeters at the Basilica, Dan hopes to recruit more members 

of the congregation to become actively involved so as to help promote the Basilica initiative of 

Evangelization by creating an inviting and welcoming experience for all parish members and 

visitors.  

 

JuliAnna Hills, our new Youth Ministry Coordinator, grew up in Tennessee and converted 

to Catholicism in 2016. Julia married Peter Hills at the Basilica in 2018, and they have two children, 

Louis Athanasius (2.5 years) and Mary Clare (8 months). They have been parishioners at the 

Basilica for almost four years. JuliAnna has a passion for our Catholic faith and sharing it with 

others. She feels blessed to have been able to volunteer with the Basilica's Youth Ministry Program, 

Downtown Youth Ministry (DYM) for almost two years, and she is looking forward to stepping 

into this new role. JuliAnna’s hopes for the youth and the parish in this upcoming year are aligned 

with Fr. Carter’s address to the parish: Evangelization is Invitation. She hopes DYM is always an 

inviting place for young people to commune and learn about our beautiful faith together. She 

hopes DYM strengthens our teens' minds and souls for their journey in this world; and she hopes, 

most of all, that each and every teen who walks through the doors leaves knowing that he/she is a 

beloved child of God, and that he/she is abundantly cherished and valued by Christ's 

bride, the Catholic Church. JuliAnna is praying daily for all of the youth of our parish 

and their families!  

JuliAnna Hills, Youth Ministry Coordinator, 

with her husband, Pete, and their children 

Dan Mueller, Usher/Greeter Coordinator (2nd from left), with his wife, Cate, and their children 


