
The Basilica of Sts. Peter & Paul                                                                                        Page 5 

Pastor’s Notes:  Merry Christmas!                                          December 25, 2021 

 

Merry Christmas! I pray that this year’s celebration of the birth of Christ may bring you and your loved ones joy! In the 

midst of the darkness the Northern hemisphere experiences at the winter solstice, we celebrate the ray of light that has 

dawned on the human race with the birth of Jesus our Savior. Unto us a Son is given! And they will name Him 

Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Prince of Peace! These themes of joy, light, salvation, hope, and tenderness come 

out in all of the many ways we celebrate this feast day. In the middle of our gloom and darkness, we are given many 

reminders of the gift that our God has given to us of His very self. This is a season of nostalgia and tradition, where signs 

and symbols, such as trees and wreaths and sounds and sayings, resound in our ears - from Christmas carols to 

greetings of “Merry Christmas.”  
 

This is truly a blessed time. It’s also a season of gift-giving, in recognition of the fact that we ourselves have been given 

the greatest gift, God Emmanuel, God-with-us, Jesus, God who saves. In keeping with this tradition of giving gifts, we 

have had the custom of giving the gift of a book at Christmas time. Thanks to the great work of Matthew Kelly and his 

company, Dynamic Catholic, we have “The Wisdom of Fulton Sheen:  365 Days of Inspiration” available in book form. 

From the back cover: 
 

“In this beautiful collection of inspiring quotes from Sheen’s life and works, we are given a unique glimpse into the 

heart, mind, and soul of this incredible man. With each turn of the page, it is easy to see why his inspiring and 

practical messages inspired so many during his lifetime and continue to inspire so many people today.” 
 

 

The Venerable Archbishop Fulton 

Sheen’s life and ministry influenced 

many in his day, and he was truly an 

inviting figure who evangelized a 

generation of Catholics. I invite you, 

as soon as you have read through this 

book, or after next year is over and 

you have gone through the daily 

inspirations, to consider paying it 

forward by giving this book away to 

someone else you think might be able 

to use it.  

Continuing in the theme of 

Evangelization as Invitation that I 

have discerned for this new liturgical 

year, I have a reflection that I would 

like to share with you. The Gospel 

way of evangelization is not that we 

love God, but that God has first loved 

us (1 John 4). I am asking that all of 

our ministries here at the Basilica, instead of first asking people to help and give, that they first give people an experience 

of love, that we should first acknowledge that people whom they meet matter to us, at least in the simple ways that we 

can express that. I invite you, as a parishioner of Sts. Peter and Paul, to reach out to your fellow parishioner, or stranger 

in the pew, or someone you know who is going through a tough time - and give them the gift of invitation by 

acknowledging them and sharing with them what you have received.  
 

This season of gift-giving, then, stems directly from the fact that we have already been given the greatest gift of a 

relationship with the Lord our God, who forgives us our sins and promises us an everlasting life. Again, Merry 

Christmas, and a Happy New Year!  
 


