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Homily for 7/25/2021  9th Sun. after Pentecost Very Rev. J. David Carter, JCL, JV 
 

The Lord is a gentle and merciful shepherd of his people. The Introit of the Mass today gives us an anthem to hold 
on to in times of distress: “Behold, God is my helper, and the Lord is the protector of my soul.” For everyone who 
is feeling down or depressed and for those who feel that they have had their whole world turned upside down, I 
would like to speak a word of faith to you. Fear not, when you are pruned. In the letter to the Hebrews we 
understand the wisdom of God, “For whom the Lord loves, he chastises; and he scourges every son whom he 
receives.” (Hebrews 12:6) That the Lord is behind this latest movement in the Church that has the Latin Mass 
community astir, is shown in the providence of the Scripture He has allowed to be given us this Sunday. 
 

We hear from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians how even the trials of the Israelites in the desert were for 
their purification, not their death. The promised land awaited those who overcame the temptations to grumble, 
disobey and fall into idolatry, going after false gods. Through all the forty years of wandering in the desert, God was 
with them. Many, it is true, fell away and sinned, and turned to idolatry, but God was there in their midst to turn 
their hearts back to Him. St. Paul says that these events in the desert should stand as a figure for us that we might 
not fall away from the Lord in our own day. St. Paul exhorts, “Brethren, let us not covet evil things, as they also 
coveted.” Now is not the time to fall into the deadly sin of idolatry. The Holy Father, Pope Francis, has warned us 
against the idolatry of worshipping a single form of the Mass as if it were the only way in which God can be 
glorified. Even if we might critique his approach to other forms of worship and rightly question his acceptance of 
very foreign elements of other cultures, we must be right ordered about our own heart when it comes to worship of 
the one true God. It often happens that we turn a blind eye to our own failings even as we decry the sins of others. 
We have been called to do an examination of our own hearts, and we must be honest with what we find there. We 
worship God, not the form in which we worship Him.  Let us not be confused. If the error is there, it is rightly 
called out. If that error is not there, all the better for the humility at having looked closely to make sure! 
 

Let us also not commit fornication in spirit as St. Paul admonishes us. The threat of division and schism is likened 
to the sin of fornication in which one is unified with someone who is not one’s spouse. To go with someone who 
has not made the marriage vows of communion with the Catholic Church, or who refuses to be led by the Vicar of 
Christ, is not worthy of our love. Neither should we tempt Christ, even as Judas tempted Christ in the garden, 
goading our Lord to act with power instead of with mercy. Neither should we murmur. The murmuring heart is 
susceptible to destruction – just as a building continuously rocked by earthquakes and tremors will quickly lose its 
integrity, so, we must be vigilant against the murmuring of our heart. This means we must avoid all idle gossip, 
rumor mongering and conspiracy theories that allege to explain motives and actions with a lens of suspicion. Lastly, 
he exhorts us, “He that thinks himself to stand, let him take heed lest he fall!” We cannot approach this latest crisis 
in the Church with proud hearts. St. Paul says that all of these things are written for our correction. Let us be 
corrected. This latest suffering is not to be our end. God is faithful, he says, and will not allow us to be tempted 
above that which we are able to bear. These are words that we must hear from a loving father who desires not the 
death of the sinner, but rather that we be converted and live. 
 

Even Jesus Himself, in the Gospel, sought to purify His people by entering the temple to cast out those who had 
turned it into a den of thieves. Let us not presume to be wholly innocent and let us not presume that our leaders in 
the faith are wholly corrupt. My house, says the Lord, is a house of prayer. But we have allowed it to become a place 
of division and partisanship, pitting one “version” of faithful people against another. Even if we haven’t, we do well 
to allow the Lord to enter into the Temple of our own hearts to clean and purify it, even if we think there is nothing 
there to be cleaned or we don’t like the one the Lord sent to do the cleaning. The Offertory verse will proclaim, 
“The justices of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart, and His judgements are sweeter than honey and the 
honeycomb; for thy servant keeps them.” Let us keep the judgments of the Lord with rejoicing hearts, knowing 
that, even if they seem harsh in the moment, they are our true justice. Now is the time for us to renew our faith that 
the shepherd of souls desires to guide His flock to green pastures and living water. I pray that we might all have 
docile souls open to the Lord’s prompting and guidance as we navigate this valley of tears. 

May Jesus Christ be praised! 


