
The Basilica of Sts. Peter & Paul                                                                                        Page 4 

Pastor’s Notes:  The harvest is plenty! Celebrating our fruitfulness                     September 5, 2021 

As this fall begins, and we resume our in-person parish ministries, we also have the opportunity to review the past fiscal 

year and our parish finances. The big picture is that we are doing amazingly well, financially speaking. We endured the 

past year of pandemic with lean budgets and caution, with the uncertainty of the pandemic. Thank you to all those on 

staff and in ministry positions who sacrificed and did without last year, helping us control expenses. Now that we are 

resuming many activities, we had hoped this would be a time of in-person celebrations, but it seems that is going to have 

to be delayed a bit because of the spike in coronavirus. Nonetheless, I want us to take the opportunity to celebrate some 

surprising fruits of this past year, our “fall harvest.”  
 

The Basilica ended the fiscal year with a surplus of revenues over expenses of $115,300. Thank you! Your generosity over 

the last year has been astounding. Offertory increased 14% over the previous year and exceeded our budget expectations 

by 22%, in spite of COVID-19! Nearly 50% of you are using online giving to sustain the parish with steady and reliable 

income. Our hope is that more commit to giving by this dependable method. 
 

I am pleased to announce that we are beginning to reap some benefit from the surprise surplus. As our altar servers have 

grown in number and size this past year, we have been able to purchase new vestments. We have expanded our Youth 

Ministry and have hired a Choral Assistant dedicated largely to our youth. We have invested in an excellent new 

Religious Education curriculum by Sophia Institute Press. We are hiring paid staff to open our Nursery. We are in the 

testing phase of a new Hearing Assistance system to enable more people to hear the Word of God in our acoustically 

resonant church. We have also been able to fund a new Catholic Home Repair Apostolate to help those in need.  What 

great fruitfulness from this harvest, indeed! 
 

We also celebrate the success of our Under One Roof Capital Campaign, which has raised over $1.73 million in pledges, 

with $650,731 (38%) collected to date. Thank you! Some of you have asked when the projects will begin. As many are 

aware, material shortages and price increases have been plaguing the construction industry. Our roofer was finally able 

to order the shingles and anticipates a November start date, with about a one-month duration. We are also hopeful that 

the HVAC project can begin sooner, rather than later. The new system will be completely integrated throughout the 

church:  heat and air; no more boilers and pipes. We hope to have the full scope of work planned and the new units 

ordered and received for installation sometime next spring – before another sweltering summer in the church. Please 

fulfill your pledges promptly, to help us avoid paying interest on a loan if at all possible. 
 

We are now moving toward long-term space solutions for our Hispanic community, including the parish ministries and 

the outreach ministries, and in turn, for our English speaking programs. (Look for more information on this to come in a 

future pastor’s notes.)  
 

The abundance of our harvest must also be shared. We have committed to sharing the first fruits with Immaculate 

Conception Parish in Milot, Haiti, whose needs for essentials greatly overshadow ours. Every quarter, we have sent 5% 

of our collected Under One Roof campaign donations to our sister parish, totaling $25,700 so far. As you are aware, their 

desperate need continues. They are so grateful for our help! 
 

We have brought the Servant of God Fr. Patrick Ryan’s remains back home to rest within the walls of Sts. Peter and Paul 

where he was the pastor. The costs of this endeavor and his Cause of Sainthood have begun to be paid by donations but 

will still need much more funding. 

 

The real and lasting fruit of our parish harvest, however, is not shown on a financial statement, but in the fruits born of 

our people. Numbers can also help us recognize this fruitfulness. We had over 80 people receive the Easter Sacraments 

this year. Many new families have begun attending Mass at the Basilica during the pandemic, 125 of whom have 

registered officially as parishioners. Our weekend Mass attendance has reached— and at times even surpassed– pre-

pandemic levels, averaging now over 1,300 attendees each weekend. This flourishing is happening in all our three 

communities— English, Spanish, and Latin Mass, that meet Under our One Roof. We are budgeting and planning to host 

a parish-wide celebration of all this good harvest on our Basilica campus, as soon as we can prudently offer it, most 

likely during the Easter season.  
 

It is up to each of us to make the most of what God has given us. Let the seed of the Word of God that has been planted 

in your hearts bear fruit within you. Let us celebrate the good that God has done for us!  
 


