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Youth Ministry Transition, by Kalista Bartee                                    October 3, 2021 
 

Our fall semester is in full swing over here at DYM and I have been happy to see so 

many of our students smiling faces again!  DYM meets every Wednesday from 6-

8pm in the Parish Hall. This month we have spent time in fellowship and getting to 

know our small groups. Small groups play a vital role in our ministry and students 

will continue to spend time in discussion with their group every week as we break 

open various topics of our faith. Amidst all the fun shenanigans this month, our 

volunteers have been working to help teens connect with their peers after a long 

and difficult time of distance due to COVID.  
 

With all of the ups, downs, and unique challenges that come along with parenting 

teenagers, I'd like to invite you to check out our Parent Life website 

at ltparentlife.com for resources on how to guide your teen in a faith-filled way 

through modern day culture!   

I also have a very IMPORTANT update (and a bit of my heart) to share with you: 
 

As many of you know, I am currently expecting my fifth child, due November 1st. 

Over the summer, my preparation for the fall semester naturally included forming 

a plan for the necessary time away when the baby arrives. I am incredibly blessed 

to have an epic team of volunteers who were more than happy to step in and 

lead DYM for a short time while I was away. But as I made these preparations, 

something wasn't quite fitting. I could plan everything out to a "T", trust in our 

amazing ministry team to take lead for a month, and return in the winter...but the 

piece that didn't seem to fit in right was just that: my return.  
 

You see, youth ministry has always been and will continue to be a passion of mine! But over the last year I have experienced a tugging 

in my heart to step back from leadership and pass the torch on to someone who could propel our youth program to the next level. On 

top of the busyness that naturally comes along with expecting our fifth child, I have felt God asking me to do something new, to learn, 

grow, or serve in a new way. While I still am not certain what that will look like or when it will take shape, I am excited to find out!  
 

After much prayer and discernment, I brought all of this up to Father Carter. And in discussion with 

him, what was a very difficult decision to come to was quickly transformed. Suddenly it was as if the 

Holy Spirit came in and bowled me over! I didn't have a timeline in mind for resigning from my 

position, thinking perhaps this would be my last school year leading ministry. But God very clearly 

had a timeline in mind as he had the PERFECT person waiting in the wings. It was abundantly clear 

that now was a natural transition time for our new youth minister to step in. And so I am incredibly 

excited to introduce our new Youth Minister:  Jenny Haug! 
 

Jenny is a Tennessee native who early on in her life felt called to study the Catholic faith on a deeper 

level. She completed a bachelors in Theology from Aquinas College in Nashville followed by a 

Masters in Theology from St. Meinrad  School of Theology in Indiana. Alongside these degrees and 

knowledge is a love for ministering to the Young Church. Over the past 7 years Jenny has been 

involved in some capacity within a youth ministry program. From leading diocesan retreats in 

Nashville, giving talks to youth groups, accompanying teens at camps, and most importantly walking alongside the youth as they 

discover the faith, she has felt that God has called her to this important ministry in the Church.  

While most of her youth experience is within the Diocese of Nashville, Jenny is very 

excited to bring her gifts and talents to the Basilica of Sts Peter and Paul. As a fellow 

parishioner, she looks forward to getting to know you, make sure if you see her at Mass 

with her husband and son, you say hi! 
 

I cannot thank all of you enough for allowing me the opportunity to walk alongside your 

teens for the past few years. Your families have blessed me beyond measure! I have 

cherished every single interaction, every goofy game we have played, every prayer we 

shared, every struggle, every tough apologetics question posed, every single laugh! I am 

incredibly excited for what lies ahead for DYM with Jenny at the helm, and will continue 

to support our youth group however I can in the future.  Always be assured of my 

prayers for each student and for all of your families. In your kindness, please also pray 

for me and especially for Jenny as she steps into this role! 
 

          Peace in Christ,   Kalista Bartee, Youth Ministry Coordinator 2019-2021 
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child, Jeremiah Joseph, in July 

Jenny Haug, our new Youth 

Ministry Coordinator 

Kalista & Rod Bartee & Family 

http://ltparentlife.com/

