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Pastor’s Notes: Letter from Kevin Doerge, in Formation at the Canons Regular of St. John Cantius  January 16, 2022 

Our parishioner, Kevin Doerge, entered formation at the Canons Regular of St. John Cantius on June 24, 2021, to join their religious 

community and eventually become a priest. Many have sent letters to him during this time, and he recently shared this open response 

he wrote on Nov. 23. 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

I pen (or rather “pencil”) this generic letter as a likely way overdue response to your thoughtful letter. Many people have written asking about my 

life here. Each and every letter has brought me great joy. I apologize for my response being delayed. Letter-writing does not come naturally to me 

(especially without word processor) so I was admittedly a bit overwhelmed at the task of responding. Know that I have prayed for you by name.  
 

I wanted to provide a brief summary of how I’m doing (really well), what our general schedule is like (really busy… in a good way), and the next 

stages of my formation. 
 

I have great peace here. I’ve never felt more confident that I am exactly where God wants me at this moment. It is a great joy to have my life entirely 

focused on growing in my relationship with Christ and to serve Him as best as I know how (despite my many flaws and imperfections* I know He 

loves always and is pleased by my attempts :-) ). This interior peace has been greatly aided by the prayerful reading and regular meditation on a 

short book called Searching for and Maintaining Peace by Fr. Jacques Philippe. Aside from Sacred Scripture itself, I couldn't recommend a book 

more highly as a prayerful companion. What this broken world needs now more than anything is peace—not a peace that is free of conflict, 

hardship, or even suffering, but a peace in the heart, rooted in Christ, that remains unshaken even in the midst of these struggles.  
 

Like all religious, our life necessarily revolves around prayer (pray without ceasing as St. Paul instructs the Thessalonians), both public and 

private, spoken and contemplative. We come together in community throughout the day to pray and chant the Divine Office (first “hour” at 6:30 

AM and final at 7 PM), Mass in the morning, holy hour in private following Mass, and community rosary each evening prior to Vespers. We are 

always joined by others in the parish—we are blessed to have such an active, faithful, supportive group of parishioners. Within our order, itself, 

communal life is lived in almost all aspects of our lives, from meals to common recreation (our volleyball games have become quite competitive and 

rumor has it the six of us in formation will soon scrimmage the first year seminarians at the local seminary in ultimate frisbee… they don’t stand a 

chance :-) ). We currently have had a fairly intensive academic schedule of formation throughout the fall. Our classes are designed by our formators 

within the community. We currently are studying classes on Sacred Scripture, Latin, Religious Life, Catechism, Liturgical Theology, and Music. 

The nerd in me can’t get enough of all the opportunities to learn, but the most valuable education frequently takes place outside of the classroom. 

Since the liturgical calendar revolves around Sunday, our Sundays are our most active day. We in formation spend all day either serving/reading at 

Mass or up in the choir loft chanting. This, however, is nothing compared to the sacrifice each priest in community makes by spending hours in the 

confessional and celebrating the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass as they work tirelessly bringing Christ to the people and the people to Christ. It’s an 

inspiration to witness their self-emptying week in and week out. That’s basically my schedule. Sprinkle in some work assignments, charitable 

projects, and Catholic conferences and we’re kept quite busy—enough to stay out of trouble. :-) 
 

The five of us who entered the order in June are nearing the end of our first stage of formation. I am excited to officially receive my habit and begin 

the next stage of formation, the novitiate, on December 23. There will be a public vesting ceremony during Vespers at 4 PM (CST). I don’t know for 

sure, but this ceremony may also be live-streamed on YouTube (if you haven’t been to the Canons Regular of St. John Cantius YouTube channel 

before I encourage you to check it out sometime). From an external perspective, the biggest changes with the novitiate will be receiving the habit and 

now being referred to as “brother” (there is already a Brother Kevin in the community. I’ve encouraged others to call me Brother Doerge but we’ll 

see if that catches on…. Brother Kevin the Lesser would also be acceptable). We will continue to receive some additional responsibilities, but the 

overall formation process in the classroom and becoming detached from the world without cell phones and computers will continue until (God-

willing) first vows will be taken in August 2023. I am truly blessed beyond words to have such wise formators who are giving so much of 

themselves to my own human, spiritual, intellectual, and pastoral formation (please keep Brother Mark and Father Matthew in your prayers).  
 

Please feel free to continue writing to me. Even if I cannot respond promptly (or to each letter), I consider each letter a wonderful gift. If you would 

ever be interested in visiting, please try to give me a heads up ahead of time. I encourage you to come and experience the Holy Spirit at work in this 

parish. Come and attend Mass, come and join in our prayers, come and get a tour of the church, “come and see” (John 1:46). I recommend visiting 

for the first Friday and Saturday of the month to experience those beautiful devotions. I can promise you it’s of little consolation compared to 

everything else going on here, but as an added bonus, you’ll also get a chance to see me. :-) 
 

In Christ, 

Kevin  
 

* “My grace is sufficient for you, for My power is made perfect in weakness.” -2 Corinthians 12:9 
 

“We cannot experience this support from God unless we leave Him the necessary space in which He can express Himself…. As long as a person 

who must jump with a parachute does not jump out into the void, he cannot feel that the cords of the parachute will support him, because the 

parachute has not yet had the chance to open. One must first jump and it is only later that one feels carried. And so it is in the spiritual life…. Saint 

Francis de Sales says:  ‘The measure of Divine Providence acting on us is the degree of confidence that we have in it.’ “ - Excerpt from Searching 

for and Maintaining Peace 


