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Homily about Stewardship by Dcn. Hicks Armor  

October 16, 2022 

Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

In our second reading from St. Paul to Timothy, Paul tells Timothy, “Remain 

faithful to what you have learned and believed.” Remember that line, “Remain 

faithful to what you have learned and believed.” 

In recent months, we have heard several readings about choice. From Luke Chapter 

19, we heard the parable about the rich man and Lazarus. Lazarus lays at the rich 

man’s door, and the rich man choses never to feed or assist Lazarus. They both die 

and the rich man is in continuous torment and Lazarus is with Abraham. The rich 

man obviously did not make the correct choice. 

Another reading from Luke, tells us about a man who is stripped, beaten, and 

robbed, and left for dead on the side of the road. A Priest, a Levite, and a Samaritan 

all pass by him, only the Samaritan chooses to help the man. When Jesus is asked, 

who treated this man as his neighbor, the response is, “the one who treated him with 

mercy.” Jesus concurs and says, “go and do likewise.” Based on Jesus’ response, 

the priest and the Levite may not have made the correct choice. 

And one of my favorite ones from the first chapter of Luke, is when the angel 

Gabriel appears to Zechariah and subsequently to Mary. Both Zechariah and Mary 

were troubled by what the angel tells them, but Zechariah truly doubted; whereas 

Mary did not understand, but believed, Zechariah could not speak until his son John 

was born, Mary believed, and became the mother of God. Mary made the better 

choice. 

As most of you know, today I was asked to talk about Stewardship. So far I have 
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talked about choice. So what does choice have to do with Stewardship? Actually, 

Stewardship is about choice, but first, let me tell you what Stewardship is not about, 

it is not just about money. Stewardship is about our relationship with Jesus.  

If we have a relationship with Jesus, and we do as St. Paul tells Timothy, which is 

to “Remain faithful to what you have learned and believed,” we will make the right 

choices and like Lazarus, the Samaritan and Mary, we will be rewarded in eternity. 

So, you ask, what does Jesus want from me? …He wants your heart. He wants you 

to believe in Him, to love Him, to trust Him, and He wants you to love your 

neighbor…who may be a Lazarus. 

So now you ask, if He wants my heart, how do I do that? 

We are all blessed with talents, gifts…how we utilize our talents, our gifts, to honor 

Jesus, is how we do it. 

We already agreed, we cannot buy our way to heaven, but we can get there by being 

a good steward of our talents that He blesses us with.  

This church has many, many ministries. Do we ever look at these, and see how our 

talents match up with the ministries? Do I feel called to educate our young 

people…RCIA, the youth group? Do I have administrative skills…could I volunteer 

to help out in the parish office, can I sing…the choir, can I teach….CCD. Do I 

enjoy visiting with people?…the homebound ministry. The list of ministries we 

have here is extensive. 

That is time and talent…the real gifts. 

Then there is treasury. This is important, let’s be honest and real, we all know it 

takes money to run a household, a church, or any organization. It is a part, but only 

a part. 
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If we reduce it to only money…we are acting like the priest and the Levite in my 

first parable, the rich man in the second parable and Zechariah in our third 

parable…and we all see how those turned out. 

Our models are; Lazarus, the Samaritan and most of all….Mary. 

Following the crucifixion of Jesus, the apostle Thomas doubted in the upper room 

until He saw the wounds of Jesus. Jesus tells him, blessed are those who have not 

seen and believed, and just like Mary, who did not understand but believed.  

It truly is time, talent, and treasury, one without the other is only a partial…not the 

whole. Jesus wants the whole. Not all, not a part, certainly not everything, just a 

small portion. He is not asking for all your time, just a portion; just like your talents, 

not all of them, just some, nor of the treasury, just some, not all, but more than the 

leftovers.  

What you give of your time, your talents, and your treasury is between you and 

God. Just remember, He wants your heart first…once you give of your heart …the 

rest is easy. 

To sustain God’s ministry in this church we must all come together as a family to 

participate at the level God is asking of each of us. 

Pray, listen, believe…I promise He will respond. Once you do…the blessings, the 

peace, that follow…are overwhelming. I know you will find a peace that you have 

never experienced before.  

God bless all of you, and thank you for all you do for our church community. 

Remember to “Remain faithful to what you have learned and believed.” 


