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Pastor’s Notes:  The Briefer Process for Reception into the Catholic Church                 February 6, 2022 

We are blessed each year with many people coming to the Catholic faith from various walks of life. Our parish is growing. In fact, just 

this past Sunday, a man walked up to me at the end of Mass and told me his name and said he wanted to become Catholic. I asked his 

background and he told me that he had belonged to a Protestant church. I asked if he had been reading, and he answered yes. I said, 

“It’s dangerous, isn't’ it? Reading will make you Catholic!” And he smiled. I took him down to the RCIA, and hopefully the Holy 

Spirit will do the rest. We get inquiries regularly through our website and in our parish office, people inquiring if it’s okay for them to 

attend Mass here, even though they are not Catholic.    
 

Most of the time, we bring people into the Church through a program that you might know as RCIA, which stands for the Rites of 

Christian Initiation for Adults. This process is geared very specifically for those who have never been baptized. The unbaptized need a 

full experience of the journey of faith that culminates in the Easter Vigil, where they are baptized, confirmed, and receive their first 

Holy Communion. However, the majority of people that tend to come to us are not potential catechumens, but rather baptized 

members of separated faith communities that we generally lump into the category of “Protestant.” Baptism is Baptism, as long as it is 

done with the washing with water and the Trinitarian formula. There is only one Baptism for the salvation of souls. This is what we 

profess when we pray the Nicene Creed:  We believe in one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. The Scriptures direct us:  “one Lord, 

one faith, one baptism” (Ephesians 4:5).  It would be improper to lump already baptized members of the Church into a program 

designed specifically for leading people to Baptism at the Easter Vigil.  
 

Recently, the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops voted on new norms for the catechumenate that reiterate this. These will be 

incorporated in the new Order of Christian Initiation for Adults in due time. However, we here at the Basilica have been 

experimenting already with what this reality means and how we can best serve those who come to us, like that young man knocking 

on the church doors this last Sunday. Providentially, last summer, Rod Bennett spoke to the gathered presbyterate of the Diocese of 

Knoxville and taught about the Rites of Initiation as seen from the perspective of the early Church fathers, and how to make proper 

distinctions among those who are coming to faith or deepening their faith in the fullness of the Catholic profession. We have 

developed categories to distinguish people who come, so that we know what they need in their particular journey toward full 

sacramental communion with the Catholic Church. While anybody that is unbaptized is required by the norms of the Church to go 

through the full catechumenate and be baptized at the Easter Vigil, those who come to us already baptized have to be discerned about 

their readiness for the other Sacraments of Initiation.  
 

The first category we ask of the baptized who come to us is:  Have they been evangelized? That is, have they heard the Good News, 

that God comes in Jesus Christ to heal the brokenness of our sinful state and offers us a relationship with Him that will last unto 

eternal life when our earthly life passes away? If the person has accepted the basic message and premise of the Gospel, we can say that 

they have been “evangelized.”  
 

Then we move to the second category of already baptized people. These would be the “catechized” - that is, those members who have 

already accepted the basic premise of the Good News, have more detailed knowledge of the faith; namely, Biblical literacy; know the 

story arc of salvation; and have a familiarity with basic Christian doctrines such as Original Sin, the virgin birth, the atoning sacrifice 

of Jesus on the Cross, etc. These would be doctrines common to most “Nicene” Christians, whether Protestant, Orthodox, or Catholic.  
 

The third category that we can discern are those who are already Catholic in thought and simply are ready for the Sacraments. That is, 

not only have they embraced the Good News and have basic doctrinal concepts understood, but they also have a deep knowledge of -

and assent to - all the doctines and dogmas defined in the Catholic faith, namely, the Eucharist, Confession, Marian dogmas, the 

papacy, etc.  
 

Being able to discern which category an inquirer falls into helps us to minister to those people much better. For that latter category of 

the baptized/evangelized/catechized members who already assent to the essential Catholic doctrine, we have discerned a  

“Briefer Process” for their reception of the Sacrament of Confirmation and First Holy Communion. It would seem that they would not 

necessarily benefit from a prolonged preparation, but rather would immediately benefit from the saving Sacraments and unfold these 

graces in the period of post-sacramental mystagogia that the Church foresees even for catechumens once they’re baptized. So, this past 

Wednesday, on the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord, when the Child Jesus was presented in the Temple in fulfillment of the Law, 

we presented four candidates who had already been baptized, evangelized, catechized, and assented to Catholic doctrine. They made 

their profession of Catholic faith and received the Sacraments of Confirmation and First Holy Communion. It is our hope that by 

providing this opportunity multiple times per year, perhaps quarterly, we might be able to accommodate the many people who knock 

on our door or send us an email inquiring about the Catholic faith. Please pray for these new members of the Church, as well as those 

catechumens and candidates that are still participating in the fuller preparation to receive Sacraments at the Easter Vigil. 

 


