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Sermon for 2/20/22  Very Rev. J. David Carter, JCL, JV 
Clarity Is Charity 1 

 

In 1997 I graduated from high school and went off to seminary college. I remember very clearly the night before I 
left, my parents entrusted to me the family copy of the Catechism of the Catholic Church that had recently been 
purchased. This was a precious treasure of which I only had the vaguest notion of just how valuable it was. At the 
time I was unaware of how dark it had gotten within the Church and just how brightly and clearly the Catechism 
shone into that darkness to dispel it. Just a few years previous in 1992, Pope Saint John Paul II had issued the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church. In the decree of promulgation, he wrote: “Guarding the Deposit of Faith is the 
Mission which the Lord entrusted to His Church, and which she fulfills in every age.” He went on to confirm that 
the Second Vatican Council had as its purpose to guard and present better this precious deposit of Christian 
doctrine and to make it accessible to all people of good will. The reality is that since the conciliar times there had 
been significant confusion and misunderstanding of what the Council was about and what the Catholic Church 
actually taught. Thus, the Holy Father sought to present, with clarity, the truths of the Catholic Faith in a time when 
this clarity was clouded by dissenting voices in the Church. Now, in this Catechism we have a “complete exposition 
of Catholic doctrine, enabling everyone to know what the Church professes, celebrates, lives, and prays in her daily 
life.” (Laetamur Magnopere) In other words, what we find in the Catechism is the true ‘spirit of the council’ that 
conforms to the letter of the texts promulgated under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit at the Second Vatican 
Council. This letter and spirit were and are in conformity with what the Catholic Church has believed, taught, and 
professed to be true throughout her whole history in the one deposit of faith, handed down to us and enriched by 
its many reiterations in all the 21 ecumenical councils, together with the ordinary teaching authority of the Church.  
 
That being said, it seems we once again we find ourselves in a time of darkness and confusion about what it means 
to be Catholic. Despite the many clarifications and definitive statements about articles of faith and morals, there are 
many who either remain ignorant of them, as proved by study after study about the beliefs of those who profess to 
be Catholic, or even outright reject them while still professing to be Catholic, bringing great scandal to the faithful. 
This time of grave confusion has led to a crisis amongst the faithful who once again feel themselves adrift in the 
conflicting tides of contrary ideas and ideologies that threaten to swamp the Barque of Peter. Many have swum to 
our shores looking for the stability of faith and wonder rightly if we still believe what we profess to believe. During 
the process of listening called for by Pope Francis’ Synod on Synodality, I heard clearly from the faithful of Sts. 
Peter and Paul the overwhelming request for clarity on what the Church believes and teaches in regard to faith and 
morals. As a fruit of the listening produced by the synod, I propose to you a series of sermons about clear doctrine. 
In the prologue to the Catechism I just referenced, the Roman Catechism issued after the Council of Trent was 
quoted as saying, “The whole concern of doctrine and its teaching must be directed to the love that never 
ends. Whether something is proposed for belief, for hope or for action, the love of our Lord must always be made 
accessible, so that anyone can see that all the works of perfect Christian virtue spring from love and have no 
other objective than to arrive at love.” (Roman Catechism, Preface, 10) Thus I propose a sermon series based on 
the clear and established teachings of the Catholic Church entitled “Clarity is Charity.” 
 
The first thing I would like to clarify is the purpose of preaching. When the priest or deacon preaches, he is 
preaching in the name and with the sacred authority of Christ. He is not preaching his own word but rather the 
Divine Word that has been handed down to us for our salvation.  
 
CCC 875 "How are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear 
without a preacher? And how can men preach unless they are sent?" No one - no individual and no 
community - can proclaim the Gospel to himself: "Faith comes from what is heard." No one can give 
himself the mandate and the mission to proclaim the Gospel. The one sent by the Lord does not speak 
and act on his own authority, but by virtue of Christ's authority; not as a member of the community, but 
speaking to it in the name of Christ.  
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I would clearly state this another way:  The object of my preaching is not to propose another self-help program or 
novel idea or to ingratiate myself to you for some worldly gain, such as the applause of men, but rather to hand on 
to you what I myself have received. To put it bluntly, I’m not here to make you feel good about yourself. The object 
of my preaching is not your feelings, but the truths of faith that have the power to save. If my preaching what Jesus 
says causes you to feel good, wonderful. However, my object is not your feelings but rather fidelity to what our 
Savior has handed on to us by way of the deposit of faith. To that end, I am here to help you to be good by 
conforming your mind, heart and soul to the Truth that will set you free. Sometimes, by preaching faithfully 
what Jesus says, people will feel offended and even walk away. For sure, the preacher must never have as his 
intention to offend, and he must take into account the manner in which his words will be perceived. However, it is 
proven quite often that simply remaining in the Truth of Christ does contradict many worldly presuppositions that 
Christ came to overturn, and it directly condemns many of the erroneous thoughts and sentiments held in the heart 
that Christ came to heal. So, let’s be clear for charity’s sake, I’m not here to make you feel good about 
yourself. I’m here to help you be a good Catholic and thereby have a clear path to eternal life, which is the 
greatest objective good you could ever desire.  
 
Another necessary clarification for our times has to do with the nature of truth. CCC 851 …God "desires all men 
to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth"; that is, God wills the salvation of everyone 
through the knowledge of the truth. Salvation is found in the truth. Those who obey the prompting of the 
Spirit of truth are already on the way of salvation… 
 
This is a beautiful statement. But one thing that must be acknowledged in our day is that even the concept of truth 
is unclear. As Catholics, we believe The Truth to be objective and not subjective. That is, the truth does not 
depend upon me and my subjective point of view in order for it to be true. My disagreement with the truth does not 
make it any less true. My having a hard time accepting the truth does not mean it can be changed to my suiting. 
Let’s be clear: we profess that rather than conforming truth to our own way of thinking, we have the moral 
duty to conform our way of thinking to the objective reality presented by the truth, whether it be written on 
our hearts or revealed by God.  
 
This begs the question, what are the sources of our knowledge of the truth? First, we have the Natural Law, which 
conveys to us truth as knowable by right reason and the sensible data of this world. The ultimate truth that we 
can discern, by natural means, is the existence of God. CCC 36 "Our holy mother, the Church, holds and 
teaches that God, the first principle and last end of all things, can be known with certainty from the 
created world by the natural light of human reason." (V.I. Dei Filius) Then we have Divinely Revealed 
Truth that comes to us from God Himself as a gift to us in the form of Inspired Writings we call Sacred Scripture, 
CCC 81 "Sacred Scripture is the speech of God as it is put down in writing under the breath of the Holy 
Spirit." Next we have the Lived Knowledge of God handed down by the Church called Sacred Tradition "… 
[Holy] Tradition transmits in its entirety the Word of God which has been entrusted to the apostles by 
Christ the Lord and the Holy Spirit. It transmits it to the successors of the apostles so that, enlightened by 
the Spirit of truth, they may faithfully preserve, expound and spread it abroad by their preaching." 
 
Notice how feelings, opinions, ideologies and theories are not sources of our knowledge of truth nor do they form 
the basis of the Catholic faith. Let’s be clear:  only those feelings and desires of the heart and theories and 
ideas that conform to that which comes from divine revelation or is confirmed by natural law are worthy of 
the assent of the will in the act of faith. Thus, our salvation is intimately wrapped up with assenting to the truth 
as it is objectively found in the fullness of faith proposed by the Catholic Church. 
 


