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Pastor’s Notes:  Under One Roof Stretch Goal                                    March 6, 2022 
 

We have good news and bad news. The good news I relayed to you in last week’s pastor’s notes, the main projects are about to begin. 

Soon you will see a crane and roofing materials that will disrupt us a little bit, but will provide a brand new roof. Then, hopefully in a 

few short weeks, we will be under contract for a new HVAC system, with our tentative plans to replace our aging heating and cooling 

infrastructure over the summer. This is very good news, and an exciting time in the life of the parish, as we literally crown our many 

years of renovations and restorations to preserve our facilities for generations to come.  However, the bad news is, we were unable to 

accurately predict how much this would cost. As I mentioned last week, we had gotten preliminary bids and quotes for these projects, 

and then amply padded them based on the ordinary expectations that old buildings usually bring unique problems that cost money to 

repair. What we couldn’t foresee was the rapid inflation of prices due to supply chain shortages and other factors well beyond our 

control or ability to predict. For that reason, we are projecting that we will fall short of the amount necessary to see these projects to 

their conclusion without further funding.  

 

As you recall, our goal of $1.5 million was reached and exceeded, with a total pledged amount of $1.7 million. However, we know 

now that our challenge goal of $1.9 million will not even be enough to cover all the excessive costs, even if we were able to collect all 

the pledges. We will need to raise another $500,000 to make up the shortfall, because of rising costs of materials. In this pastor’s notes, 

I would like to lay out the strategy for raising these funds, as proposed to me by our Capital Campaign Committee and our Finance 

Council.  

 

The first major initiative we will undertake is to offer our new parishioners a chance to pledge to the capital campaign. Since the 

conclusion of our capital campaign in May 2021, we have registered 65 new families and individuals. We are going to make an 

invitation to each of these families, just like we did during the capital campaign last year. It is our hope that with the participation of 

these new families, we will move towards our stretch goal of raising another $500,000.  

 

A second initiative is that of identifying pledges that may not be fulfilled and giving people an opportunity to help us. As you know, 

life throws us curveballs every once in a while. The reality is that many who made a pledge last year have had major life changes, 

such as illness, death in the family, job losses, and transfers. These have resulted in so many people telling us they will not be able to 

fulfill their pledge. We would like to offer an opportunity for people to make further pledges to the capital campaign, perhaps as a 

Lenten sacrifice of almsgiving, in order to help us reach our goal and provide the funding necessary for these much needed and 

anticipated improvements to our facilities.  

 

The plan for us is to do these projects one way or another. The reason is that our roof cannot wait any longer, as it is causing damage 

to our infrastructure. And the HVAC is past its last leg and is limping along only on prayer. We hope to fund this project with the 

income from the capital campaign, but in the meanwhile, we are working with the Diocese to give us a bridge loan to be able to 

accomplish these projects in a timely manner. It is my hope that we will quickly be able to retire this loan, with the generosity of those 

giving to the capital campaign from the original pledges, the pledges of new parishioners, and the sacrificial pledge adoptions.  

 

Now that we have begun our Lenten observance of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving, let’s pause to give thanks also for the beautiful 

facilities given to us by our ancestors in the faith, and recall that this is now our time to invest in the Truth, Beauty, and Goodness of 

our Catholic faith and worship at the Basilica of Sts. Peter and Paul so that generations to come might enjoy what we have inherited.  

 

 

 

 

Under One Roof Prayer  
 

God, our Father, our ancestors in the faith built this beautiful edifice that You might be 

worshiped here with dignity and reverence, that Your children might have a shelter from the 

storms of this world, and that it might be a refuge for sinners and the lost who come under its 

protection.  
 

We are now called to continue our mission to proclaim Jesus Christ the font of all Truth, 

Beauty, and Goodness and to bring all the nations under the one roof of Your Church.  
 

May our goal of preserving this Basilica be realized through the generosity of this present 

generation and make it a lasting legacy, so that our children’s children may continue to be 

united Under One Roof in our Catholic faith, through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, who 

lives and reigns with You in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, forever and ever. Amen. 


