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People have failed to have compassion for Vladimir Putin and the Russian people. After reading that statement, I’m sure your heart 
and mind went somewhere. I’m writing this on Sunday, March 20, and who knows what has happened in the world by the time you 
read this. But I ask you, no matter what, to stop and examine how your heart reacted to that statement. What did you think I meant by 
it? And why did you assume that? What does that tell you about yourself? What does this tell you about your understanding of your 
own Christian faith? That was a shocking statement indeed, and it is one that we are seemingly not allowed to say in polite company. 
And yet it is the statement that must be said Christian people. Don’t get me wrong. There is no defense here of Vladimir Putin or his 
actions. There is no lack of condemnation of the actions he is responsible for. I’m sure that there is a special place in the hell of the 
damned for those who perpetrate evil actions that result in such death and destruction. But I am not in charge of putting people there, 
and there is another place in hell for those who dare to take the place of God and condemn others. The measure with which we 
measure will be measured out to us. If we sow in hate, we will reap in hate. And we have to admit that we have a lot more hate in our 
hearts than we are supposed to. Think, for instance, of the response to the war in Afghanistan or in Iraq, when we had to make similar 
calls to avoid blaming all Arabs and all Muslim people for the actions of a small sect. It is very difficult in our minds to make proper 
distinctions such as that, because we are prone to generalize our hatred, and it becomes a source of unjust prejudice and leads to 
people behaving in decidedly un-Christian ways. But these distinctions and the statements that come from them must be made if we 
are to call ourselves Christian people. Hate the sin, but love the sinner. Yes, even Vladimir Putin and the Russian people. This is where 
authentic Christian compassion comes in. Many people will read the first line of my statement above and begin to cast disparagement 
and enter into political vitriol, either for or against me, the war, or any number of things. But what I am stating is simply the essence of 
the Christian message, that God loves all his children, even if all of His children don’t love Him or act in ways that please Him. We 
call this God’s compassion. 

Many people mistake God’s love for us for acceptance of all of our actions. God can love you while despising the evil you do, such is 
His compassion for us fallen sinners. Yes, it is a true statement that God loves Vladimir Putin. While we are not to judge people, we 
can judge actions. And it doesn’t take too much of an education in basic morality to understand that the actions he has commanded in 
the Ukraine are unjust and participate in evil.  

Keep in mind also that the Russian people are just as much victims of the evil actions of their leader. And those who would whip up 
vitriol against the Russian people for not “doing enough” fail to have compassion on the plight of people in a totalitarian regime. We 
like to think pious thoughts about our own courage, if we were asked to put our lives on the line to stand up against such things. 
However, when push comes to shove, it’s much more difficult to do the right thing than those in the “peanut gallery” realize. Monday 
morning quarterbacks rarely win actual Superbowls. But Monday morning quarterbacks oftentimes are passionately 
uncompassionate towards the mistakes of the man who actually put the helmet on and played the game.  

We must have compassion for people in difficult situations. Having compassion is not the same as condoning evil actions. But it does 
mean understanding how difficult it truly is and taking pity on them. Recently Fr. Valentin has come to me and indicated that as a 
Russian citizen, he has been the subject of several people’s persecution, either intended or unintended. Blanket statements were made 
in his presence about how much they hated Vladimir Putin and in general the Russian people. In some places, I’m sure, they didn’t 
even realize that they were including Fr. Valentin as the subject of their ire. Unfortunately, the way he related it to me, it seemed 
obvious that some did explicitly include him in such hateful statements. What does Fr. Valentin have to do with the actions of 
Vladimir Putin? That should give us pause and cause us to have compassion as to the difficulty of this situation. We have the horrible 
tendency to categorize people. One of those categories is right and left, conservative and liberal. Unfortunately those categories do not 
adequately express the fullness of truth that is held by Catholic Christian people. While so-called conservatives hold to objective truth, 
they oftentimes lack compassion for the sinner and are characterized as angry or mean. While so-called liberals emphasize the 
emotional and subjective, they oftentimes lack a respect for the objectivity of truth, and are often characterized as squishy and 
dishonest—pseudo-compassion, that is, an overt attempt to deal with emotions without grounding them in the truth of reality. It 
appears compassionate but is merely placating a parody of the truth.  

But conversely, and more important for our own parish, is confronting within our own hearts a lack of compassion when presenting 
the truth that will set us free. This is just as bad as pseudo-compassion. Angry truth gets us nowhere. And in fact, it violates basic 
principles of Christian faith. Those who hold to the truth with anger in their heart are no better than the Pharisees condemned by 
Jesus with woes and fiery Gehenna. You may be right in what you say, but you may be wrong in the way you say it. I am preaching to 
myself just as much as I am offering words of wisdom to you. And this is an examination of conscience for us here at our parish as we 
attempt to hold firm to the truths of the Catholic faith in a time and age that is so militantly against the propositions we hold as truth. 
As Christians, we must fight the good fight; but we must do so as Christians, not as pagans or Machiavellians. Even Sun-tzu in the 
famous Chinese literature, The Art of War, had wisdom enough to say:  know your enemy and respect your enemy. You can’t 
effectively combat him unless you understand why he does what he does. And this requires compassion. For the Catholic Christian, 
“those people” are beloved children of God. They may be wrong, and egregiously so, but we are not allowed to hate them. This is the 
supreme fallacy of self-righteousness. It is expressly condemned by our Lord, Master and Savior, Jesus Christ, in the parable of the 
Pharisee and the tax collector in the Temple.  

I have felt the Lord prompting in me a need to address this issue as we prepare for another cultural revolution that is lapping at the 
shores of the Catholic Church, even in our own town of Chattanooga. We have the defined truths of the Catholic faith on our side, but 
in order for them to be effective in winning souls, we must be experts in compassion. For sure, we must guard against false 
compassion. But let’s not use that as an excuse to be dispassionate or even angry in our presentation of the Good News of Jesus Christ 
and the way of life it entails.   


