
Basilica Synod Report 
  

After reviewing the results of the recent Papal Synod survey of Basilica of Saints Peter and Paul parishioners, we 

facilitated two listening sessions:  one in English and one in Spanish. Many ideas were discussed, and four common 

themes emerged during the synthesis. The following conveys the fruits of the discernment in our parish. I submitted this 

report to be incorporated as input from our diocese, and our diocesan input will eventually make its way to Rome. I’m 

grateful to our volunteer team and all who gave input! 

 

March 20, 2022 

  

Clearly teach and promote the Catholic faith and doctrine 

• We ask for clear teaching from the hierarchy with courage. Teach the Truth, Beauty, and Goodness found in the 
Church. This would go a long way to solve a lot of the world’s problems. 

• Strong Catholic formation is necessary for everyone from young children to adults. 
• Return to fundamentals across the board. This does not mean moving away from Vatican II, but implementing it 

faithfully. 
• Women are not marginalized in the Church. There are many ministries and roles available. 
• We disagree with married priests. It is difficult to function when focused on the parish if you are obliged to the 

duties of a family. Do not change the present discipline. It is a prophetic witness much needed in our world 
today. 

• We need to do a better job of education and catechesis to address the importance of sacraments, community, and 
bringing people back to the Church.  

• We need clear presentation of the truth about marriage. The Pope is helping by streamlining the annulment 
process. We support this effort. Offer opportunities to learn about annulment and the ways for those in irregular 
marriages to participate in the Church. Outreach to the LGBTQ community should be by clearly teaching Church 
doctrine as the way to true freedom and the greatest happiness that we can experience. The truth in charity and 
charity in truth.  

• Emphasize the sacrament of marriage and marriage preparation, especially since people now start a sexual life at 
an early age. Engaged couples should partner more with married couples before marriage. 

  

Embrace and preserve the beautiful expression of Catholicism  

• The Latin Mass and other traditional liturgical expressions are an important part of our Catholic heritage and 
should be honored, allowed, and not used to cause division. Suppression of the traditional Mass (not in our 
parish, but from the Vatican), makes many Catholics feel marginalized and afraid.  

• In our parish, the Latin Mass does not divide. Hispanic families attend the Latin Mass along with the English-
speaking families. It attracts young people and unifies the multicultural community in a way that the Masses in 
the vernacular do not.  

• Latin is the universal language of our Church, and the traditional Mass formed the saints for 1500 years. 

  

Promote community 

• Bring back social/community events, post-COVID, to rebuild community and journeying together. 
• Connect with our Hispanic parishioners in a better way. Having separate English & Spanish Masses makes 

community as a parish difficult.  
• Support young families, who are the Catholic Church of the future. 

  

Evangelize  

• Share and apply the truth that we teach, inside and outside of the Church. 
• Our compassion should be in proposing and accompanying people to accept Church doctrine as the way of 

salvation, not by accommodating to worldly ideas.  
• Reach out to LGBTQ and divorced through clear teaching with accompaniment towards truth that will set them 

free. Our ministry should be an invitation for them to carry their crosses with the wisdom provided by the 
Catholic faith. 

• Market the Church using the truth and beauty that the Catholic Church offers, emphasizing Christ crucified and 
present in the Mass.  

• We have the greatest product in the world. Market away! 
• The Catholic Church has the ability to draw people back in. That is the job of the Pope and Bishops. 


