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Homily for Easter Sunday 4/17/22  Very Rev. J. David Carter, JCL, JV 
(Clarity Is Charity 4) 
 
Today is the culmination of our annual commemoration of Passover which we call Easter. Just like the budding 
branches and blooming flowers reveal that spring has sprung after the death of winter, so, too, Jesus Christ has 
revealed to us the Resurrection which brings new life to our world experiencing the death our sin has wrought. 
Today we celebrate the Paschal feast. The remedy for our brokenness is found in the life, death and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ, God made man. He is our Passover lamb, sacrificed and consumed just like God commanded the 
Israelites to do in Egypt. This new and everlasting covenant in the blood of the sinless one has the power to bring 
us through death into resurrected life free from corruption. 
 
As human beings, we have experienced brokenness from original sin, and the ripple effects of that continue in our 
lives. Even the outbreak of war is a result of that ancient choice to disobey, rebel and fall through pride and 
selfishness. Our own personal sins have added to this corruption day by day and leaves us broken, wounded and 
incapable of saving ourselves. Knowing our frailty and our brokenness, our very God and creator entered into time 
and space to save us with the help of his grace. He redeems humanity through his own passion, suffering, death and 
rising from the dead on the third day. We enter into this Passover mystery of salvation by the reception of the 
saving sacraments - especially that of baptism, by which we pass through the mystical Red Sea out of slavery to sin 
and into the freedom of the children of God. We have been led through forty days of penance and purification akin 
to the forty years the Israelites spent in the desert. Now we pass through the waters of the Jordan River just like 
Joshua, the prefigurement of Jesus, who led the Israelites into the promised land. In fulfillment of this prefigured 
type, Jesus Christ, at the very same physical location of Joshua’s crossing the Jordan, instituted the sacrament of 
baptism that saves us now. We are now saved by the grace of that purification working through faith in the heart of 
the believer who is touched physically and spiritually by the matter of the sacrament. In this sacrament we are 
washed clean of sin, having repented and believed in God’s power to heal us. In this saving sacrament we renounce 
Satan, the evil one, and all of his empty promises, and all his allurements that have caused us to fall. We renounce 
them as lies and name him as father of lies. Once renounced, we then profess faith in the triune God who reveals 
himself as love and mercy, who reveals to us the compassion of the father’s heart and the obedience of the son and 
the fire of the spirit of their love. If we were baptized as children, this renunciation and profession was made on our 
behalf by godparents. For this reason, each year the church gives us an opportunity to claim it once again for 
ourselves and to make it our own - to renew it. This act of faith is necessary to activate the grace, that is the aid, that 
God gives to our soul to be made holy and glorify him. 
 
I would like to take the opportunity of this Easter to tie the renewal of our baptismal promises to the theme of 
Clarity as Charity that I have recently discerned for the parish. Let’s be clear: The essence of being Catholic is the 
submission of will and intellect to the truths proposed by the Catholic Church. This necessarily spills over into the 
disciplines of the Church and the way we conduct ourselves as Catholic. It is true that many people reject what the 
Catholic Church teaches. All one has to do is read the news or watch Tik Tok or YouTube for an hour. Catholic 
Christianity - and even Protestant Christianity - is quickly becoming a loathsome thing to secular society. There is 
even division and strife within the Body of Christ. It’s a given that people did not accept Jesus in His own day. It’s a 
given that the way of Jesus is challenging and difficult. But to be a practicing Catholic means that you have to 
believe and at least try to follow God’s way as proposed by the Church. If you have given up trying, let’s just 
acknowledge that. It is very important to clearly state that no one is coerced to be Catholic. But true compassion 
means being honest with where somebody actually is. It is ok to acknowledge the truth of where you are. If you are 
a lapsed Catholic, it is alright to acknowledge that. Many people have chosen to fall away and reject what the 
Church believes and professes to be true. Many say the Church rejected them. But the truth is that they have 
rejected the Church. They have rejected the wisdom of the Church because they didn’t like it. It is important to 
make the distinction - the Church is not doing this to you. You are doing this to you. You are making a conscious 
choice not to believe and act according to the beliefs of the Catholic Church. We are all free to walk away. We can 
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go somewhere else. Yes, the Church still claims all humanity as her own, but not all are faithful. Some have left the 
faith like prodigal sons. Easter is the perennial open invitation to come back - but not on your own terms. If you 
want to be called a practicing Catholic, you have to submit to the demands of Catholic faith. You cannot be 
Catholic on your own terms. 
 
When the Church acknowledges that openly, sometimes people’s feelings get hurt. Thanks be to God, we are not 
saved based on our feelings. If feeling good is your calculus, you are going to fail at being a Christian, and you’re 
going to want to change the Christian faith into something that feels good, and that is to betray it. Many have self-
selected themselves out of communion with the Catholic Church because it didn’t feel good. But this is a self-
imposed excommunication to which there is a remedy – repent and believe. We are invited to embrace the cross, to 
make the sign of the cross. To say I accept the cross; to accept that I’m broken and God has healed me and I’m 
going to submit to Him – that is what it means to be baptized and to renew your baptismal promises. The invitation 
is still there:  embrace the faith with its teachings. Allow the truth to transform your heart and mind so that you may 
experience the freedom of the children of God. 
 
This demand takes shape in the most intimate, and for many, scandalous, of ways. We have what some would term 
‘closed communion,’ in which only those who profess Catholic Faith and intend to live it as best they can, are able 
to partake. Many accuse the Church of being cruel because of this. It is no more cruel than a man saying he has a 
closed marriage with his bride. Before we admit someone to the marriage bed, that person has to make a 
commitment to be faithful and true. We have ‘closed communion’ just like we have closed marriage. What it really 
amounts to is the Church just being true to herself. The soul has to publicly acknowledge that she believes and is 
willing to try to be faithful in order to be admitted to one flesh union with the Lord. Yes, the Catholic Church has 
exclusive communion, just as much as we have exclusive marriage. Communion is consummation. The two become 
one flesh – this is the wedding feast of the Lamb and His bride the Church We must enter with the wedding 
garment of humility before the Father in whose household we are been invited to enter – not on our own terms, but 
on His. 
 
The Church’s arms are wide open to welcome you back just like the faithful father in the parable of the prodigal 
son. The father did not accommodate the waywardness of his son. He lamented his sin, cried over his absence, did 
not gloat in self-righteousness - but he did not call it good that his son was eating the food of swine. But the son 
had to come back humbled, repentant, not on his own terms but subordinated to the Father’s will. Repent and 
believe in the Gospel – there is a place for you. But it is God’s place for you. We are called to profess not ‘my 
Gospel’, or the ‘abridged version’ or ‘the bits and pieces I like’ or ‘my opinion’, or ‘the way I see it’, but rather the 
whole of the faith as proposed by the One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church, upheld as she is by the inspiration 
of the Holy Spirit. The world has to rethink its position, not tell the Church how she needs to change. 
 
Let’s be clear: If you do choose to call yourself Catholic, you are bound to inform your conscience Catholic-ally. If 
you want to be Catholic, you have to abide by the Catholic way of doing things, or at least die trying. If there is a 
conflict in your heart, listen to that conflict. Sit with that conflict. The church is patient with sinners. Jesus fell three 
times on his way to Calvary to give the sinner hope that a fall is not the end of the road. But just as Jesus picked up 
his cross again, so to, we must go to confession, profess our faith anew and keep trying. This is true love, and it is 
good. 
 
We believe that love is good, but don’t mis-define love. Often, the world tries to equivocate a term that has a very 
clear meaning for Christians. Some would accuse us of hate because they mis-define love. But the truth is that the 
love in our hearts is properly defined as Jesus Christ dying on the cross. Love is not true love unless it is Jesus’ 
sacrificial love. The door to access this love is narrow, but it isn’t narrow horizontally; it is narrow vertically. The 
door of Jesus’ love is as wide as the East is from the West, but its narrowness is in its height – one must bow the 
heart, bend the knee and prostrate oneself to enter – the proud cannot enter. In humility we must repent of our 
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error and ask forgiveness. Don’t let the world’s erroneous definition of love confuse you. The world wants to 
accuse us of hate. Sometimes they are right because we too are sinners and have not always imitated the 
compassionate heart of the Father. But our doctrine is not hate speech; it is true love speech. This Easter let’s make 
sure our consciences are clean and not compromised by self-righteousness or by equivocation. We can be honest 
that at times we have not lived perfectly what Jesus has taught us – but let’s be equally honest if we have 
compromised the truth. ‘Repent and believe’ is an invitation to everyone, saints and sinners alike. Let’s not only 
profess that Jesus is the Way, the Truth and the Life; let’s also try with all our might to conform our thoughts and 
actions to this reality. This might mean holding a position that is at odds with the world. It might also mean 
examining our own tactics when presenting the truth and curbing our passions when they get out of hand.  
 
Today in the Resurrection of Christ, there is an invitation to live in the truth that yes, we are broken, but also yes, 
we were made for greater things than this world can provide in its brokenness; and yes, Jesus Christ is the way to 
that greater good offered to us as a freely given gift. And you are invited to profess faith in him with the renewal of 
your baptismal promises today. You can take it or leave it, but there’s no more negotiating. It’s a gift given or 
refused. We don’t haggle with the gift giver, especially when the gift is eternal life. I choose life. I invite you to do 
the same. 


