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Homily for 4th Sunday of Easter 5/8/22  Very Rev. J. David Carter, JCL, JV 
(Clarity Is Charity 5) 
 

On Easter Sunday I made the invitation to each baptized Catholic Christian to renew their baptismal promises by 
renouncing sin and Satan and professing faith in God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. This is the necessary 
movement of the heart that responds to Jesus’ clear call to repent and believe the Good News. I made this 
invitation as a part of my ongoing sermon series called Clarity is Charity, which is a direct response to the recent 
Synod on Synodality listening sessions in which the faithful of this parish asked for clarity in teaching the Catholic 
faith. This series consisted first in understanding that our Catholic faith is a definitive statement of objective truth, 
not subject to one’s own feelings, opinions, ideologies or theories. Rather it can be known, in part, by the natural 
light of human reason, and it is fully revealed in God’s own self-revelation recorded in the Sacred Tradition and 
Sacred Scriptures faithfully handed down to us by the Church under the inspiration of God’s own Holy Spirit. The 
next step in clarity was to acknowledge and accept that we as human beings, made in the image and likeness of God, 
are broken; we are not as we are supposed to be. This is a result of the Original Sin. Original Sin was the abuse of 
free will, prompted by pride, to disobey God’s command. All subsequent personal sin is also an abuse of the free 
will God had bestowed on humanity. We were given freedom to choose the good. Free will’s purpose is to allow us 
to truly love, as true love can never be coerced. But sin distorts love and free will by ignorance, selfishness and 
pride. This leads to a death-dealing closure to our divine destiny, being cut off from our source of life and the path 
to our goal of union with God. This rupture of friendship with God cannot be overcome by fallen human nature in 
this valley of tears and it requires divine assistance to heal. This divine assistance we call grace, and it is a freely 
given, unmerited gift given to us by God out of His compassionate, loving and generous heart. In this grace, God 
comes to us with an offer of salvation that first began with the Jewish people and culminated in the New and 
Everlasting Covenant offered to humanity in the Blood of His Only Begotten Son, Jesus Christ, who sacrificed 
Himself on the Altar of the Cross to atone for our sinfulness, heal the ancient curse of disobedience by obedience 
unto death, and restored friendship with God for those who repent and believe the good news.  
 

But we must be clear on how we have access to this saving mystery of Divine Redemption. On this point there is 
much confusion among Christian people, especially since the attempts at reformation in the 16th Century by those 
who protested against what they presumed were errors in the Church’s presentation of the Truths of Salvation. The 
Catholic Christian teaching is clear: Holy Baptism is the basis of the whole Christian life, the gateway to life in the Spirit, and the 
door which gives access to the other sacraments. Through Baptism we are freed from sin and reborn as sons of God. (CCC 1213). Let’s 
be clear, praying the ‘sinner’s prayer’ or claiming the Lord as one’s personal lord and savior are very good 
things indeed, but they do not confer the fullness of saving grace and do not represent the fullness of 
Christian faith that has been handed on to us from the Apostolic Tradition. The Catholic Church, from the very 
day of Pentecost [in which she was endowed with the Gift of the Holy Spirit] has celebrated and administered holy Baptism. 
Indeed St. Peter declares to the crowd astounded by his preaching: “Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ 
for the forgiveness of your sins.” (CCC 1226) The Church has always joined the act of Faith with the Sacrament of 
Baptism. Through the Holy Spirit, Baptism is a bath that purifies, justifies, and sanctifies. (CCC 1227). Baptism is not a 
secondary reality to faith, nor is it merely a symbolizing of what God has already done in the heart. Let’s be clear, 
it is Baptism that now saves us (1 Peter 3:21). The Lord himself affirms that Baptism is necessary for salvation (Jn. 3:5) He 
also commands his disciples to proclaim the Gospel to all nations and to baptize them (Matthew 28:19-20). Baptism is necessary for 
salvation for those to whom the Gospel has been proclaimed and who have had the possibility of asking for this sacrament. The Church 
does not know of any means other than Baptism that assures entry into eternal beatitude. (CCC1257) 
 

At Easter we celebrated the great Passover feast of the Christian Faith in which this gateway to salvation was 
celebrated. I then invited all present to renew the Faith they first received in their baptism by once again renouncing 
sin and professing faith in the Triune God. This renewal, for it to bear fruit, consists of a total submission of 
intellect and will to the propositions of faith presented by the Catholic Church, that is, I believe and profess all that the 
holy Catholic Church believes, teaches, and proclaims to be revealed by God. For those who hold any office within the Church 
it is required that they also state that they firmly accept and hold each and everything definitely proposed by the Church regarding 
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teaching on faith and morals. (Profession of Faith). This is a good measure for anyone who claims to declare themselves 
a Catholic in Good Standing. To call oneself Catholic, one must uphold certain propositions that are very unpopular 
in our day. Those who do not uphold them would subject themselves to being separated, by their own rejection of 
these truths, from the right to call themselves Catholic. 
 

This brings us to the next topic in this series of Clarity is Charity. What does it mean to be Catholic? Let’s be clear: 
If you do choose to call yourself Catholic, you are bound to submit to what the Church teaches. This means 
a submission of one’s will and intellect to the truths proposed whether dealing with faith or morals. The Catechism 
of the Catholic Faith is an excellent starting point for what those truths are. It is clear from the magisterial teaching 
of the past hundred years that one cannot deny the unicity of salvation in Christ, the necessity of belonging to the 
Church for salvation, the definitiveness of the all-male priesthood, the intrinsic disorder of same-sex genital activity, 
the intrinsic evil of artificial birth control, and the inadmissibility in our day of exercising the death penalty and still 
call oneself a Catholic. 
 

But calling yourself Catholic is not merely an intellectual exercise. It must involve the conforming of one’s life to 
the demands of the Gospel. Let’s be clear: If you want to be Catholic, you have to abide by the Catholic way 
of doing things, or at least die trying. The baseline for defining and delineated who is Catholic is found in the 
precepts of the Church. The Precepts of the Church are: Positive Laws (sometimes called commandments) made by Church 
authorities to guarantee for the faithful the indispensable minimum in prayer and moral effort, for the sake of their growth in love of God 
and neighbor (CCC 2041 and Glossary). They are five in number. The first precept (“You shall attend Mass on Sundays and 
on holy days of obligation and rest from servile labor”) requires the faithful to sanctify the day commemorating the Resurrection of the 
Lord as well as the principle liturgical feasts . . . (CCC 2042). 
 

The second precept (“You shall confess your sins at least once a year.”) ensures preparation for the Eucharist by the reception of the 
sacrament of reconciliation, which continues Baptism’s work of conversion and forgiveness. (CCC 2042) 
 

The third precept (“You shall receive the sacrament of the Eucharist at least during the Easter season”) guarantees as a minimum the 
reception of the Lord’s Body and Blood in connection with the Paschal feasts, the origin and center of the Christian liturgy (CCC 2042) 
 

The fourth precept (“You shall observe the days of fasting and abstinence establishes by the Church”) ensures the times of ascesis and 
penance which prepare us for the liturgical feasts and help us acquire mastery over our instincts and freedom of heart. (CCC 2043) 
 

The fifth precept (“You shall help to provide for the needs of the Church”) means that the faithful are obliged to assist with the material 
needs of the Church, each according to his own ability. (CCC 2043) 
 

To these five precepts a sixth is often joined, for the clarity with which the Church teaches about its subject matter. 
“You shall observe the Church’s laws on marriage.” This ensures that we are being faithful to the saving words of 
Jesus who spoke with unsettling clarity to the Pharisees when he denounced divorce as foreign to God’s original 
purpose and declared that what God has joined, man must not separate. (Matthew 19:3-9) 
 

Is it enough to simply be baptized? Yes and no. Yes, in as much as Mother Church claims as her own all who have 
been washed with the saving bath of baptism even if they are wayward and prodigal. But No, in as much as Baptism 
itself is not a guarantee that one has chosen to live in accord with what the Catholic Church believes, teaches and 
proclaims to be revealed by God. 
 

It is important to state that no one can be coerced to be Catholic. But in the same vein, to be Catholic is not simply 
a matter of self-declaration. All people in all places are invited to the saving grace and divine assistance offered 
through the sacraments of the Church, but the invitation must be accepted on God’s terms and not negotiated to fit 
into our particular likes and dislikes. Today, as we profess our faith in the Creed, I invite you to humbly submit to 
these saving truths and make a resolution to follow the precepts laid out by Mother Church so that we can rejoice in 
the name Catholic Christian. 
 


