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Homily for 6th Sunday of Easter 5/22/22  Very Rev. J. David Carter, JCL, JV 
(Clarity Is Charity 6) 
 

We live in confusing times. There is a lot of confusion about what it is that we are to believe. We are in a country 
that was founded partly on the idea of freedom of religion, the freedom to worship our God as it’s received by us, 
without impingement from government authorities and without the establishment of a state religion that would 
supersede the freedom to worship as we know and to hold our religion as it is received by us. And so, we rejoice 
that we live in a land of freedom that allows us to build a church like this, to open the doors, to have people come 
in unmolested and pray and worship according to the Catholic Christian tradition. But we also see that it opens a 
marketplace of ideas in which there is a lot of confusion about who is worshiping rightly, orthodoxy, right and 
wrong.  
 
The Catholic Church has entered into the struggle in the attempt to understand how to live in a pluralistic world 
while still being faithful to the Gospel imperative. And the idea is that we have ecumenical dialogue with our 
brothers and sisters who believe in Christ but are not in full communion with the Church, but we also have inter-
religious dialogues with the other major world religions – Judaism, the Muslim community, Hindus, Buddhists, and 
a whole other array of people who do not believe either in the one God or in His Christ, Jesus Christ, whom He 
sent to save the world. We enter that religious dialogue because we recognize that the Holy Spirit is at work in 
humanity, broken as we are, and that even those who are groping around in the dark will find elements of the truth 
from time to time. And so, inter-religious dialogue is about respecting those places where, either inadvertently or 
with the use of sound reason, they have grasped upon some ray of truth, and we honor and respect that in those 
diverse religions of the world. In the Second Vatican Council, it is formulated as this: “The Catholic Church rejects 
nothing of what is true and holy in these religions. She has a high regard for the manner of life and conduct, the 
precepts and teachings which, although differing in many ways from her own teachings, nonetheless often reflect a 
ray of that truth which enlightens all men.” So, we have this positive approach to even the errors of the world that 
wants to see the good where it is found – whatever is good, whatever is holy, whatever is beautiful. We’re called to 
enter into dialogue with that experience of truth.  
 
Now, that is the Catholic position, but it has been distorted, and there is error, especially in the past 50 to 75 years, 
where people have overstepped the bounds. And this brings me to the next installment of the “Clarity Is Charity” 
series that I’ve been preaching. What does it mean for the Church to enter into inter-religious dialogue when it 
comes to our belief that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, the Savior of the World? The Church has already provided 
the roadmap for that. In the year 2000, Pope John Paul II ordered that the Congregation for the Doctrine of the 
Faith issue forth the document called “Dominus Iesus”, the Lord Jesus, on the Unicity and Salvific Universality of 
Jesus Christ. And this is a clear statement of the Catholic Church. “The Church’s Magisterium, faithful to divine 
revelation, Scripture and Tradition, reasserts that Jesus Christ indeed is the Mediator and Universal Redeemer, the 
Word of God through whom all things were made was made flesh so that, as perfect man, he could save all men 
and sum up all things in Himself. The Lord is He whom the Father raised from the dead, exalted, and placed at his 
right hand, constituting Him judge of the living and the dead. This salvific mediation implies also the unicity of the 
redemptive sacrifice of Christ, eternal high priest.” There they quote the Book of Hebrews. That is from “Gaudium 
et Spes” of the Second Vatican Council.  
 
Pope St. John Paul II, in his encyclical letter, “Redemptoris Missio”, the mission of the redeemer, furthered that, 
saying that there is only one salvific economy of the one and triune God, realized in the mystery of the incarnation, 
death, and resurrection of the Son of God, actualized with the cooperation of the Holy Spirit, and extended in its 
salvific value to all humanity and to the entire universe. Quoting, “No one, therefore, can enter into communion 
with God, except through Christ, by the working of the Holy Spirit.” Now, what we want to say here is that those 
who do not yet know Christ by God’s omniscience and omnipotence and benevolence, will create a way. All men of 
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good will have access to the Father’s heart, but it is not a way that is separate from Jesus Christ. If we go to the 
Father, it is always through Jesus Christ.  
 
In another homily we will talk about the necessity of the mediation of the Church, His bride, but here, it is 
important for us to say for clarity’s sake, even those who might find their way to heaven by God’s grace and his 
mercy do so through Jesus Christ as the sole mediator of our salvation to the Father.  
 
This is a very clear statement, from Dominus Iesus:  

 
“…the truth of Jesus Christ, Son of God, Lord and only Saviour, who through the event of his incarnation, 
death and resurrection has brought the history of salvation to fulfilment, and which has in him its fullness 
and centre, must be firmly believed as a constant element of the Church's faith.”  

 
Now, what does that mean for our Jewish brothers and sisters? Can the old law save? In the Novus Ordo readings 
today, we listen to the Acts of the Apostles (Acts 15:1-2, 22-29), and it is clear that the early Church said that the old 
law no longer has power to save or to redeem us. It is fulfilled in Jesus Christ. Jesus came not to abolish the law but 
to fulfill it. It’s over and done. The old covenant made in the desert with our fathers, the old covenant made with 
Abraham and Isaac and Jacob, those covenants are fulfilled in Jesus Christ, and now we have a new and everlasting 
covenant. And what we would say to our Jewish brothers and sisters is, Jesus Christ is the Messiah you have been 
longing for! Jesus Christ is the fulfilment of the law that you have sought to follow. Jesus Christ is the one who 
redeems us and fulfills all your longings. Jesus Christ is the answer and the fulfillment of the Jewish religion. So that 
should be our missionary impulse. Obviously, it does not give any permission for antisemitism. It does not give any 
permission for despising people who still hold to the Jewish way and law. We must always respect the freedom and 
dignity of individuals. And it must be very clearly stated that there is no room for discrimination and antisemitism, 
but it should also be equally stated that we have an imperative that comes to us from the Gospel to announce Jesus 
Christ. To not announce Jesus Christ as the fulfillment of the desires of all the Jewish people would be to discount 
all the preaching of St. Paul and most of the whole message and import of the New Testament. And so, we are clear 
that Jesus Christ is the only way to the Father, revealed in Scripture.  
 
For those who are not even Christian or deny it, we again see the good in them – like the Muslims, though they 
deny the divinity of Jesus Christ, they have certain things that they grasp that are good and true, and so we want to 
appreciate the good that we can appreciate in those who follow Mohammed. Those who believe in the panoply of 
deities in the Hindus, we want to see the good that they have latched onto by right reason at moments and 
acknowledge the good there. And the same thing with the Buddhists and other world religions. We want to make 
sure we don’t discriminate or despise or hate people because they believe something different. As a matter of fact, 
we can see the good. But it does not exempt us from believing, and so we have the imperative to believe and to 
share that Jesus Christ is God’s chosen way to redeem all humanity. Jesus is for everybody. It’s a universal catholic 
religion. We want to reiterate that. Dominus Iesus says: 
 

“The New Testament attests to this fact with clarity: ‘The Father has sent his Son as the Saviour of the 

world’ (1 Jn 4:14); ‘Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world’ (Jn 1:29). In his discourse 
before the Sanhedrin, Peter, in order to justify the healing of a man who was crippled from birth, which was 
done in the name of Jesus (cf. Acts 3:1-8), proclaims: ‘There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other 
name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved’ (Acts 4:12). St. Paul adds, moreover, that 
Jesus Christ ‘is Lord of all’, ‘judge of the living and the dead’, and thus ‘whoever believes in him receives 
forgiveness of sins through his name’ ” (Acts 10: 36,42,43). 

 
In conclusion, we must understand, then, this is the very impetus for the missionary activity of the Church 
throughout the ages and which continues in our own day. Ecumenism or inter-religious dialogue should never 
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dissuade us from proclaiming the truth of Jesus Christ, Savior of the world. In fact, if we were to cease to do that 
out of a shyness or reticence or a false understanding of equality among all religions, we would betray the very 
words of our Savior, Jesus Christ. And that is what Dominus Iesus begins with: 
 

“The Lord Jesus, before ascending into heaven, commanded his disciples to proclaim the Gospel to the 
whole world and to baptize all nations: ‘Go into the whole world and proclaim the Gospel to every creature. 
He who believes and is baptized will be saved; he who does not believe will be condemned’ (Mk 16:15-16); 
‘All power in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and teach all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, until the end of the world’ ” (Mt 28:18-20; cf. Lk 
24:46-48; Jn 17:18,20,21; Acts 1:8). 

 
For that we are grateful, and we come to this God, who is present in our midst, and we worship Him, glorify Him, 
and we receive light from Him.  
 
May Jesus Christ be praised.  
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