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Letter from Sister Imelda Quechol, who is being transferred to her religious community after June 28   June 12, 2022 
A mission is a special call from God to “bring good news to the poor, to heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to captives” (Lk 4:18) 

     I am Sister María Imelda Quechol, MAG, of Mexican nationality. I joined the Congregation of Missionaries of the Sacred Heart of 

Jesus Ad Gentes in 1986. What motivated me to follow this call was the great need that the Church has to make known to Jesus. The 

mothers who invited me told me the words that Saint Paul would pronounce one day: “How, then, will they call on Him in whom they 

have not believed? And how will they believe in Him of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without a preacher?" – these 

words resonated in my mind and prompted me to say yes to this beautiful invitation. 

     My first mission in the United States was in the Archdiocese of Atlanta, GA on January 3, 1992. In August 1993, I arrived for the first 

time in this Diocese of Knoxville, in the city of Chattanooga, TN, along with the team that came to begin pastoral work with the Hispanic 

community. This team was made up of Mother Celia Sánchez (R.I.P.), Mother María Lina Ramos Varela, Mother Emigdia Saucedo, and 

Sister María Imelda Quechol of the Congregation of Missionaries of the Sacred Heart of Jesus Ad-Gentes, of Mexican nationality. From 

the first week, we began our mission of visiting the assigned places to learn about the reality of these communities and invite people to 

come to the church for the celebration of the Eucharist, to be trained to receive the sacraments, and to practice their Christian faith. Over 

time, we were seeing the fruits of the seeds that had been spread among several of the parishes of the Chattanooga deanery that serve for 

the Hispanic community, serving as leaders, readers, catechists, choir, etc. We feel deeply grateful because God has given growth to the 

seed of faith and Christian formation that we sowed from those first years when we arrived in this Diocese in 1993. At this t ime and for 

several years we were collaborating in the following parishes: Santa María in Athens, Santa Bridget in Dayton, Shepherd of the Valley in 

Dunlap, and St. Therese of Lisieux in Cleveland. Parishioners of Our Lady of Perpetual Help came to us for training, as well as the 

Hispanic community who at that time congregated in the chapel of the Catholic Student Center located on Palmetto Street and the Minor 

Basilica of Saint Peter and Saint Paul in Chattanooga TN. We also collaborated in concert with the Diocese and the parish of Saint Joseph 

in Dalton, Georgia. Part of these 30 years of my mission I have been in Rome, GA; Calhoun, GA; Springfield, KY; Paducah, KY; and 

Fort Worth, TX. 

     I returned to Chattanooga again in 2015. At this stage, I was at Santa Bridget in Dayton, Shepherd of the Valley in Dunlap, and the last 

five years at the Basilica of Saints Peter and Saint Paul in Chattanooga serving the Hispanic community as Coordinator of the Hispanic 

Ministry. I have the satisfaction of having taken advantage of every moment to form, guide, and establish leadership and to help souls 

draw closer to God through the grace of sacramental life. I always say to God, “Give me the strength to continue every day. I will rest in 

Heaven here there is much to do.” With great satisfaction, I have seen this community grow and how these fruits are spreading their seed. 

Just as the bees carry pollen to make rich honey, so in our community their leaders spread the word of God. Since our community has 

leaders capable of supporting to the mission of the Church, our presence Ad-gentes will be reflected in many generations that we have 

formed, because it has not been only me, but also my sisters who were before me in this parish, and the many volunteers who through 

these years have taken on the responsibility of continuing to announce the good news of the Gospel. 

     My religious community celebrated its VII General Chapter in December 2021. During this time I again felt in my heart the soft voice 

of the Master who calls me to a "special mission," just as he did 30 years ago. But now the call is from the heart of my religious family, 

since I have been elected as the fourth councilor of the general government, in addition to being the vocational promoter and supporting 

one of the schools in our community in Huamantla Tlaxcala, Mexico. Today, just like 30 years ago, I have said: “Yes, Lord, I am here to 

fulfill your will.” Now a new mission awaits me in Mexico, new experiences, new challenges, new hearts thirsty to receive the Word of 

God, broken hearts waiting to be healed and released, but there is also someone else waiting for my return – my family of origin, my 

friends, my religious family and the Lord walking by my side to take this important step in my life. 

     Before all this happens, I want to express my gratitude to God, to our diocesan Bishop Richard Stika and to Bishop Emeritus Cardinal 

Rigali, and to the previous bishops for welcoming me and my congregation in this diocese for almost 30 years of mission Ad People. A 

special mention to Monsignor George Edward Schmidt, Jr. (R.I.P.) who opened the doors of the Saints Peter and Paul Basilica so that our 

immigrant community would have a stable place. To all the priests of this diocese that I have met during this time: My special thanks to 

Father David Carter for his trust, friendship and unconditional support, a tireless priest. Thank you for his testimony of life, and  may 

God bless you always. I also thank the priests and deacons with whom God has allowed me to collaborate closely and those who have 

generously offered me their friendship and appreciation: Father Valentin Iurochkin, Father Colin Blatchford, Father Jim Vick, Father 

Mark Scholz, Father Sam Sturm, Father Manuel Pérez , Monsignor Al Humbrecht, Father Alex Waraksa, Father Pedro Iorio, Father 

David Boettner, Father Moisés Moreno, Father Arthur Torres, and to Deacons Tom McConnell (R.I.P.) Deacon Gaspar DeGaetano, and 

Deacon Hicks Armor. Thanks also to the directors of the Hispanic ministry with whom God has allowed me to 

collaborate throughout these years. 

     A special thought to the dear people of God who struggle every day to have God in their hearts despite all the 

adversities they encounter on their journey as an immigrant community. I thank you my brothers and sisters in 

faith, my family, because I learned a lot from you in this mission throughout these years in which God allowed me 

to fulfill my missionary vocation. There have been many blessings during this time of service. I take from you a 

great spiritual wealth in my heart, where I will remember you, and from where I will be praying for all of you.. 
 

In the Heart of Jesus 

Sister María Imelda Quechol, MAG 

Hispanic Ministry Coordinator  


