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Pastor’s Notes:  Seminarian Bobby Denne’s Vocation Journey                            June 19, 2022 

Mr. Bobby Denne, a seminarian of the Diocese of Knoxville, who has been studying at St. Meinrad Seminary, has been 

assigned to serve at the Basilica of Sts. Peter and Paul this summer. He will be serving in our Masses, ministries and 

aspects of parish life over this summer until he returns to seminary. I asked Bobby to share with us a few words about 

his journey up to this point in following the call to the priesthood. Please join in welcoming Bobby Denne to our parish 

this summer, and keep him in your prayers as he serves among us.  

 

 

Bobby Denne 

Vocation Journey 
 

The thought of priesthood first came to mind when I was a little kid in elementary school. I would watch the priest at 

the altar, and I knew he was doing something special. I grew up around a religious family and it has been the foundation 

of my faith and the beginning of my thoughts toward priesthood. When I was going through the Confirmation process 

at 16, I started to think more seriously about the priesthood. I decided it was time to talk to a priest about my thoughts 

on a religious vocation. I met with Fr. Michael Woods who was the 

Pastor at All Saints at that time and was very helpful. He told me that 

I should meet some people who were also discerning the priesthood 

and talk to them. He invited me to be his guest at the seminarian 

picnic and introduced me to many different people. In the months that 

followed he had regularly checked up on me to see if I still felt this call 

and how I was reacting to it. My next step was to meet with Fr. 

Michael Cummins and the discernment group he hosted as he was the 

Vocations Director at that time. Fr. David Carter asked me if I was 

willing to be a part of the Melchizedek Project. It was geared toward a 

younger crowd, so I thought it would be interesting to hear how they 

felt about discerning the priesthood. 

I then started the application process with the Diocese of 

Knoxville in 2012 and was eventually accepted into the seminarian 

program and sent to Bishop Simon Brutè College Seminary in 

Indianapolis, IN. I left shortly after to finish my bachelor’s degree in 

Knoxville. I graduated in 2018 and taught in an elementary school in 

Oak Ridge for two years before returning as a seminarian for the 

Diocese of Knoxville. In 2021 I was sent to Saint Meinrad Archabbey 

to continue my seminary studies. Over the last two years I have 

earned a master’s degree in Catholic philosophy. 

Since I was eight years old, I admired the priesthood. At some 

point admiration changed to a call. There have been times when I 

have put that call off and times when I down right ignored it. Yet, as 

God said to Sister Faustina, “How long am I going to put up with you, 

and how long are you going to keep putting me off?” There were 

periods in my life in which I had been living much like Augustine, 

who would say to God, “make me holy and celibate, but not too 

quickly.” At some point I think a man must take up his cross and face 

Jesus with the willingness and even the desire to do God’s will. 


