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At the end of June, we said farewell to Sister Imelda Quechol, who directed our Hispanic Ministry for the past six years, 

a period of vibrant growth for our Hispanic community and our parish. For the past three years, Sister Eloisa Torralba 

Aquino served alongside Sister Imelda here at the Basilica, while also coordinating the Hispanic Ministry at St. Bridget in 

Dayton and Shepherd of the Valley in Dunlap. Sister Eloisa has now been assigned as the Coordinator of our Basilica 

Hispanic Ministry, and a new sister will soon be coming to assist and also serve St. Bridget and Shepherd of the Valley. 

The role of Coordinator in our Hispanic community is like a mother—to teach, nurture, and help the community grow in 

faith, and for that reason our parishioners refer to her as “Mother.”  I’ve told Sister Eloisa that she has some big shoes to 

fill, and our community needs her.  Please welcome “Mother Eloisa” in this challenging and important role in our parish, 

and offer your prayers and support when needs arise.  

 

Sister Eloisa Torralba Aquino, MAG 
 

Sister Eloísa Torralba Aquino, missionary of the Sacred Heart of 

Jesus Ad-Gentes, was born in Huamantla, Tlaxcala. Mexico. She is the 

oldest of six siblings, four girls and two boys. She felt the call to the 

religious missionary vocation at the age of 19 during a youth group 

Holy Hour. After a time of prayer, discernment and with the help of an 

Ad Gentes missionary sister who coordinated the youth group, and also 

the parochial vicar, she entered the Congregation of Missionaries of the 

Sacred Heart of Jesus Ad-Gentes as an aspirant to missionary religious 

life.  

After having completed the time of formation established for 

religious life, she made her first religious profession on December 9, 

1998. During this time she gave her missionary service in several places 

in Mexico such as: Puebla, Tlaxcala, State of Mexico, Durango, and Mexico City; in schools, parishes and temporary 

missions in the northern mountains of Puebla. This experience of spiritual, intellectual and human formation led her to 

take the decisive step towards her definitive consecration, with the profession of perpetual vows on December 10, 2004.  

In August 2005, Sister Eloisa was assigned to the foreign mission in the Diocese of San Severo Italy, in the parish of 

Croce Santa, where she remained until 2009. In 2010, she received a new assignment to the foreign mission, this time in 

the United States, in the Diocese of Owensboro Kentucky, collaborating for eight years in the parish of Saint Joseph in 

Mayfield, Kentucky, as Coordinator of the Hispanic Ministry. In 2018, Sister Eloisa moved to the Diocese of Springfield, 

Illinois, to the parish of Saint Alexius in Beardstown, Illinois, where she remained for a few months. On January 2, 2019, 

she arrived at the Diocese of Knoxville to coordinate the Hispanic Ministry of the parish of Saint Bridget in Dayton and 

Shepherd of the Valley in Dunlap. On July 3, 2022, she has been formally assigned as Coordinator of the Hispanic 

Ministry for the Basilica of Saints Peter and Paul.  

   

  For Sister Eloisa, 

evangelization through 

joy and shared service are 

a way to show the 

merciful face of God to 

humanity and to spread 

devotion to the Sacred 

Heart of Jesus. One of her 

favorite quotes is: “I trust 

in your mercy, my heart 

rejoices in your 

salvation.” Ps. 13:6  


