
Lorelei’s Library Proposal 

Summary of Library’s Purpose:

	 Lorelei Truett, 14, was a parishioner of the Basilica of Saints Peter and Paul. She 
was baptized there in 2020 and received her remaining sacraments there. Lorelei 
passed away on December 2, 2021 from a rare leukemia. Lorelei loved her church 
home and she loved to read. She would visit the local library every week. Her parents, 
Lance and Ashley Truett, thought it appropriate to put together a library for the children 
of fellow church families consisting of some of Lorelei’s favorite books. The intention of 
the family is to honor the faith of the Catholic Church, the beautiful community who call 
the Basilica home, and the memory of their daughter. The hope is the library will be 
something the community finds enjoyable for years to come.


Proposed Material:

	 The Truett family would like to place a library of donated reading material at the 
Basilica of Saints Peter & Paul in Chattanooga, TN, utilizing the available space on the 
bookshelves in the hallway of the parish. Many books have already been donated by a 
local Middle School and the family will purchase other approved titles as well. The 
family proposes appointing parishioners within the Basilica community who have a 
literary background along with the pastor to approve all donated material and 
proposed selections. Parishioners are welcome to donate materials they would like to 
share, with those going through the approval process as well. A list of titles pre-
approved by the committee would be used by the family to begin purchasing books 
and to continue adding to the library over the years. Any concerns with material 
included in the library should be brought to the attention of the committee approving 
the titles. 


How it Would Work:

	 Parishioners would be invited to select books from “Lorelei’s Library” to bring 
home on the honor system. A small basket will be placed by the shelves for books as 
they are returned. Each book will have a sticker placed in it with a logo designed by a 
fellow parishioner and friend of Lorelei, stating that it belongs to the library and to 
kindly return upon completion. The books will also be separated and organized by age 
range and author. 


Upkeep & Maintenance:

	 The Truett family along with a few select parishioners would help to maintain and 
keep the library running and organized. Once a year, they would like to inventory what 
is remaining and what needs to be replaced. The family will replace titles as they are 
able and add to the library over the years. If any monetary donations come into the 
parish for the library, the family feels it would be best for the church office to convert 
those funds into gift cards for local book stores and the family will provide the church 
office with all receipts of books purchased using those funds. The Truett Family is open 
to options regarding the name of the library. However, they would love to be allowed to 
place signage (at their expense) and choose “books of the week” to display. Over the 



years, the family hopes future pastors and parishioners will continue to honor the vision 
for the library.


Recommended Selections:

	 The Truett family would love recommendations, especially in the areas of high 
school and adult selections. A wish list can also be added for materials fellow 
parishioners would like to see added to the library, which the family can purchase as 
funds are available.



