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Homily for 8/28/22 22nd Sunday of Ordinary Time, Year C Very Rev. J. David Carter, JCL, JV 

 
In the monastery there is the practice of Statio – standing in file according to rank: First the Abbot, then the prior, 
then each monk according to seniority down to the novices and postulants. This happens even at meals, and each 
monk knows his place in the order and finds his seat accordingly. However, when a guest in the monastery comes 
into the refectory for meals, he doesn’t know where to sit, and he just comes in and stands next to a chair. Then the 
guest master will come in and tell him that maybe you are in the wrong place and will direct him to the guest chairs 
with gentleness and care. Most of the time the guest tables are near the Abbot’s table. Sometimes the Abbot will 
come in and invite the guest even higher, to eat at his table with him. But it’s clear that this is a grace, not a given. 
 
While most of us are unfamiliar with the monastic refectory, we are familiar with a wedding feast. Some have 
assigned seating – you know your place; some are open seating. Either way, you wouldn’t dare sit in the place set 
aside for the bride and groom. While there is a radical equality in dignity between bride, groom and guest, there is a 
legitimate diversity in their seating at the feast. The same goes in for human society, as well as the heaven we long 
for. 
 
From the Catechism of the Catholic Church: 
 
Radical equality of all 
 
1878 All men are called to the same end: God himself. There is a certain resemblance between the union of the 
divine persons and the fraternity that men are to establish among themselves in truth and love. Love of neighbor is 
inseparable from love for God. 

1934 Created in the image of the one God and equally endowed with rational souls, all men have the same nature 
and the same origin. Redeemed by the sacrifice of Christ, all are called to participate in the same divine beatitude: all 
therefore enjoy an equal dignity. 

1935 The equality of men rests essentially on their dignity as persons and the rights that flow from it: 

Every form of social or cultural discrimination in fundamental personal rights on the grounds of sex, race, 
color, social conditions, language, or religion must be curbed and eradicated as incompatible with God's 
design.  

However, and this must be emphasized, equality in dignity is not the same as equality in all things. There is a certain 
order to society. Equality is not an absolute principle. We all begin with the same equality as human beings, but we 
are given a diversity of gifts, and what we do with them and how we respond to God’s grace begins to set some 
apart from others. We have to insist on equality of opportunity, but we must resist the false idea of equality of 
outcome as inconsistent with the truth of the human condition. The introduction of free will into the human 
condition is part of God’s plan. It is true: some are made taller, some are shorter; some are bigger, some are smaller; 
some have certain gifts, others have different ones. So, in this way, there is an equal inequality - we are all equally 
different. There is an equality of dignity, but each has their individual gifts and talents. And each must act in accord 
with their station in life. There is merit in cooperation with God’s grace, and not all cooperate to the same degree. 
Thus, not all actualize the same dignity in outcome. The reality is that there is a Divine design to these disparities 
and gradations of gifts. But the principle at the base of this paradoxical inequality is Charity. 
 
Quoting further from the Catechism of the Catholic Church: 
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1936 On coming into the world, man is not equipped with everything he needs for developing his bodily and 
spiritual life. He needs others. Differences appear tied to age, physical abilities, intellectual or moral aptitudes, the 
benefits derived from social commerce, and the distribution of wealth. The "talents" are not distributed equally. 

1937 These differences belong to God's plan, who wills that each receive what he needs from others, and that those 
endowed with particular "talents" share the benefits with those who need them. These differences encourage and 
often oblige persons to practice generosity, kindness, and sharing of goods; they foster the mutual enrichment of 
cultures: 

(From the Dialogues of St. Catherine of Siena):  

I distribute the virtues quite diversely; I do not give all of them to each person, but some to one, some to 
others.... I shall give principally charity to one; justice to another; humility to this one, a living faith to that 
one.... and so I have given many gifts and graces, both spiritual and temporal, with such diversity that I have 
not given everything to one single person, so that you may be constrained to practice charity towards one 
another.... I have willed that one should need another and that all should be my ministers in distributing the 
graces and gifts they have received from me.  

1938 There exist also sinful inequalities that affect millions of men and women. These are in open contradiction of 
the Gospel: 

Their equal dignity as persons demands that we strive for fairer and more humane conditions. Excessive 
economic and social disparity between individuals and peoples of the one human race is a source of scandal 
and militates against social justice, equity, human dignity, as well as social and international peace.  

The Christian vision of the world and of society is one that recognizes the inherent dignity of all human beings and 
works to undo all sinful inequalities. But the Christian vision also respects the divine ordering of things and the 
working of free will and accepts in charity the diversity of gifts and recognizes that there is not so thing as a utopia 
of absolute equality.  

Thus, we come to the principle taught in the Gospel. We must be ready to take the lowest place at the table, 
recognizing that we are sinners and not who we are supposed to be according to God’s plan. But we take our place 
at the table of the Lord in hope of his mercy that can bring us higher, not by our own merit but because of his love 
for us. 


