
Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11
Titus 2:11-14; 3:4-7
Luke 3:15-16, 21-22

WEEKDAY MASS SCHEDULE
Monday-Thursday at 5:05 pm

WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday: 5:30 pm

Sunday: 9:00 am & 11:15 am

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Monday and Thursday - 4:00 pm to 4:45 pm

Or by appointment

MARRIAGE PREPARATION
Congratulations! 

Please call the office at least 4 months before
your planned wedding date.

WANT TO BE CATHOLIC?
Please contact Fr. Rich at

(865) 523-7931 or frrich@john23rd.org

 
 

 
 

SERENE MANOR
 

The residents of Serene Manor would like to thank all of the
parishioners who so generously made their Christmas special. Gifts
were provided for 10 residents and the Christmas party was held on

Christmas Day to make it especially wonderful. 
Thank you to all who helped.

 

Please Join Us on Sunday,
January 9th After the 11:15

Mass to Take Down
Christmas Decorations and

Eat Pizza!
 

Synodality at St. John XXIII
 

Pope Francis has asked all of us to engage in a process of
synodality this year.  A synod is just a process of listening, 
and Pope Francis and the bishops want to listen to us and 

each other as we constantly strive to make our Church holier. 
 The diocese asks that we all fill out an anonymous survey that

can be found at https://synodsurvey.org/.  Also, we at 
St. John XXIII will be hosting a number of listening sessions:

Saturday, January 30th at 1pm, Saturday, February 12 at 10am,
and Thursday, February 17 at 7pm.  There will also be a

special session for women only on Saturday, February 19.  
 

Please call the office and let us know which session 
you would like to attend so we can ensure there are 

enough facilitators and refreshments!



Sunday Supper Signups

We still have a lot of spots available for parishioners
willing to donate their talent by cooking for the hungry
students.  The treasure is provided by St. John XXIII 

(we’ll pay the grocery bill!!).  All you have to do is shop
for what you would like to serve and show up with your
team.  It’s a great time and truly appreciated by many;

please sign up in the lobby!!
 

Pray for a Seminarian 
 

Dan Macalinao joined our novitiate on August 25, 2018.
He made his first promise to our missionary society on September 6, 2019.
A native of the Philippines, Dan earned his undergraduate degree in 2008

from Wesleyan University where he studied 
molecular biology and biochemistry.

 
In May, 2018, he received a doctorate in cancer biology from the Gerstner

Sloan Kettering Graduate School of Biomedical Science 
in New York City.

 
Dan met the Paulist Fathers at our mother church, the Church of St. Paul
the Apostle in New York City, where he was a leader for several years in

the parish's vibrant music ministry.
 

Baby Bottle Drive
 

Catholic Charities of East Tennessee has sent a
lovely letter thanking us for the $676 we had raised
for the Pregnancy Help Center as of December 29,

2021.  After the total loss of their building, the
Pregnancy Help Center needs our help more than
ever before.  If you have not yet made a donation,

please consider doing so for this worthy cause.

REFUGEE WELCOMING COMMITTEE
 

The committee, consisting of 6 members of the parish
and one friend of the parish, have been helping an
Afghan family of 9 settle into their new home here in
Knoxville.   

We are so grateful to those of you who have provided
household items and clothing as well as financial
support.   The children all received new coats to get
them ready for school.   Our committee works with
Bridge Refugee Services providing assistance for the
family.   The parents are both enrolled in English
classes and the father will be attending classes starting
January 11th to prepare for the test for the learner’s
permit for driving.   

For more information contact Carey Chambers at 865-
924-3718 or chambe01@icloud.com.

 
Tax letters for 2021 donations above $250 

will sent via email this month.  
 

Bishop’s Appeal and Home Campaign contribution letters
will be sent from the Diocese.

 
Thank you so much for your 

generosity this past year.

Interested In Learning About
Contemplative Prayer?

 
Contemplative prayer is one style of prayer immersing
the individual into relationship with God.  Beginning
January 2022, a four-session discussion of the book by
Fr. Thomas Keating "Open Mind - Open Heart - The
Contemplative Dimension of the Gospel" will be
offered.  The book is widely available through
booksellers.  We meet via Zoom every other Thursday
from 7-8:30 pm.  Everyone is invited to participate
whether novice or experienced in prayer.  For
information, contact Charles Jones cbjones2@gmail.com

http://stpaultheapostle.org/
https://paulist.org/location/church-of-st-paul-the-apostle/


Focus on a Saint
 

 
 
 
 

Christmas Flower Donations
 

Blanche Mackay
in memory of Jack and John Mackay

 
 

Pope's Prayer Intention for 
January 2022

 
We pray for all those suffering from religious discrimination
and persecution; may their own rights and dignity be
recognized, which originate from being brothers and sisters in
the human family 

Fraternity is a marriage of love and faith. It calls us to be
compassionate and drives us forward to recognize our
brothers and sisters to the fullest capacity regardless of
religious, socioeconomic or other status. A call not only to
recognize God given dignity but to honor it. In Galatians 5:13
Christ compels us to use our freedom to serve one another
through love. A love that is made manifest in fraternal love
and mutual respect.

Practicing compassionate and true fraternity calls us to suffer
with those who face persecution, poverty, and isolation. A
call to be present to the body of Christ in a world rife with
indifference. Let us pray that God enlivens our hearts and
unites us in our common humanity.

Focus on a Saint

How relatable is St. Elizabeth Ann to our lives and our times?
Well, she's a woman whose life pitched her from wealth to
poverty, from a deliriously happy marriage to young
widowhood. From a world full of social connections — she
would have been a huge draw on Facebook and Twitter — to a
social reject. As a child she lived uneasily in a troubled
"blended family" before such things were common and she
suffered there enough to contemplate overdosing on an opiate
(laudanum) to escape.

Before Elizabeth Ann became the spiritual mother of many,
she was a single parent raising five children and scrambling to
find respectable work to support them. She raised her children
with great joy but grieved for the two teenaged ones she had to
bury.

Baptized into the Anglican tradition, Elizabeth Ann's
relationship with God was forged in her youth, her prayers
informed by Scripture and her instinct for lectio divina. Her
encounters with the Word created a hunger for the Word Made
Flesh, and fervor for the Real Presence brought her into full
communion with the Catholic Church.

Her habit of seeing the hand of Providence in all things made
the subsequent rejection by her family seem a bearable turn
within the trustworthy plans of God. "If [something] succeeds,
I bless God, if it does not succeed ...I bless God, because then
it will be right that things should not succeed." 



Prayer Requests:  Let us pray for peace and justice
throughout the world. Other prayers are needed for Jo
Andrews, Connie Beeler, Beth Moser, John Charron, Anne
Kaminsky, Jerry Carney, Karen Pearson, Anne Pidkowicz,
Ann Patterson, Doug Layman, Maria Theresa Walters,
Etheleen Teaster, Peg Hart, Blanche Mackay, Linwood
Kennon, Mark Miller, Alfred Prados, Edward Prados, Cliff
Russell, Diane Dusichka, Margaret Dusichka, family of V. J.
D’Innocenzo, Ed Seaver, Michelle D., George and Martha T.,
Patty Chen, Robert Tobey, Tom Walsh, Tom Mulligan, Kathy
Croft, Joe Miller, Trudy Koehling, Debbie Davis, Cathy
Barrington, Alex Hagan, Beth Long, Zachary and Torah Javel
Ramsey-DeWerff, Richard Lamine, Jaci Fryxell and family,
the Palmer family, residents of Serene Manor, those serving
in the military, and for any too reserved to let us know.

January 2, 2022 Offertory: $2,801 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
FOR THE WEEK OF

January 10-16
 

     Monday:          1 Samuel 1:1-8..................Mark 1:14-20
     Tuesday:          1 Samuel 1:9-20...............Mark 1:21-28
     Wednesday:     1 Samuel 3:1-10, 19-20....Mark 1:29-39
     Thursday:        1 Samuel 4:1-11...............Mark 1:40-45
     Friday:             1 Samuel 8:4-7, 10-22a......Mark 2:1-12
     Saturday:         1 Sam. 9:1-4,17-19;10:1..Mark 2:13-17
     Sunday:            Isaiah 62:1-5.......................John 2:1-11

    
 

NEXT WEEK’S EVENTS
January 10-16

 
     Monday:           4:00 pm - Confessions
                               5:05 pm - Daily Mass
     
      Tuesday:          5:05 pm - Daily Mass

     Wednesday:     5:05 pm - Daily Mass

     Thursday:        4:00 pm - Confessions
                               5:05 pm - Daily Mass

     Saturday:         5:30 pm - Mass

     Sunday:            9:00 am - Mass
                             10:00 am - Adult Bible Study
                             11:15 am - Mass
                               5:30 pm - Mass
                               9:00 pm - Mass

Check out our website at www.john23rd.org for online
giving, alternate worship options, and updated information.
If you are not comfortable with online donations, we are in
the office to receive any mailed donations. Thank you for

your help and we look forward to seeing you again! 


