
Sirach 3:17-18, 20, 28-29
Hebrews 12:18-19. 22-24a

Luke 14:1, 7-14
WEEKDAY MASS SCHEDULE

Monday-Thursday at 5:05 pm

WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday:  5:30 pm

Sunday:  9 am, 11:15 am, 
5:30 pm, and 9 pm

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Monday and Thursday - 4:00 pm to 4:45 pm

Or by appointment

MARRIAGE PREPARATION
Congratulations! 

Please call the office at least 4 months before
your planned wedding date.

WANT TO BE CATHOLIC?
Please contact Fr. Rich at

(865) 523-7931 or frrich@john23rd.org

 

 

 

Sunday School
 

Do you have children in grades Kindergarten through 8th Grade? We
have Sunday School on Sundays from 10-11 am for your kids! We will
have a sign-up this weekend after the 9 am and 11:15 am Masses, but if
you cannot sign up today, there is an application in the lobby. The first
day of Sunday School is Sunday, September 18th. Don’t forget, if you

child is in 2nd grade, they are ready for First Communion! 
And anyone 5th grade and up is ready for Confirmation!



VolCatholic is the undergraduate student group here at St. John XXIII. We meet
every Wednesday night at 7:00pm in the Paulus Room at St. John XXIII with

different events weekly that include arts and crafts, game nights, movie nights, and
many other fun activities. Students of any religious background are welcome and

encouraged to come out! The 5:30pm Mass on Sunday is the student mass, and St.
John XXIII holds Sunday Supper directly afterwards. It is a $2 dinner cooked by

parishioners or students and it is free for your first time! 
We look forward to seeing you there!

Spirit and Truth
 

Spirit and Truth is a time where we at VolCatholic come together
to grow in faith and knowledge. We spend the first half hour

focused on a specific topic for the day and then then the second
half hour in prayer in front of the blessed Sacrament. Adoration is

always either a reverent silent prayer or a joyous praise and
worship. Our plan for this year is to spend time studying the lives

of popular saints and also the ideas of modern day Christian
figures. We will reflect on passages from books and discuss the

views presented in some popular Catholic podcasts. 
We will meet weekly on Mondays at 7:30pm!



Jack Morgan
 

Evangelization and Outreach Chair
Hometown: Nashville, TN

Major: English

Tony Spezia
 

Co-Director
Hometown: Knoxville, TN

Major: Mechanical Engineering

Emma Standley
 

Co-Director
Hometown: Nashville, TN

Major: Public Administration and Economics

Gillian Wright
 

Social Chair
Hometown: Knoxville, TN

Major: Nursing

Meet the VolCatholic Exec Team!

Alison Gerstner
 

Service Chair
Hometown: Gallatin, TN

Major: Mechanical Engineering

Mario Ornelas
 

Prayer Chair
Hometown: Cookeville, TN

Major: Chemical Engineering



Catholic Response to Climate Change
 

Mission Statement
 

Guided by the Holy Spirit and by the social teachings of our Catholic faith, and inspired by Pope Francis'
encyclical, Laudato Si’, the Catholic Response to Climate Change Committee members envision a just and

sustainable world where families, communities and parishes honor the integrity of God’s Creation by
considering concerns of ecology and poverty, environment and development in daily actions and

interconnected decision-making.
 

World Day of Prayer
 

The World Prayer Day for the Care of Creation is September 1, 2022, and begins the Season of Creation, the
Ecumenical Celebration that calls Christians to unite to pray and take action for our common Home.   

     
In a press conference last month, Pope Francis released an early statement for World Day of Prayer and  

 asked that “we return to pray in the great cathedral of creation, enjoying the “grand cosmic choir” of
innumerable creatures singing praises to God.” 

 
Our Holy Father also asked, “in the name of God,” that large extractive corporations “stop destroying forests,

wetlands, and mountains, stop polluting rivers and seas, stop poisoning people and food.”
 

Stating that the United Nations Climate Change Conference (COP27) in November, represents an “opportunity
to work together for an effective implementation of the Paris Agreement,” he expressed his hope that

humanity will be remembered for rising to our grave responsibilities for the impact of climate change. 
 

In his message Pope Francis also called on nations to halt the further collapse of the 
 “web of life” - biodiversity - pointing to four principles:

 
1. Building a clear ethical basis for the transformation we need in order to save biodiversity;
2. Fight biodiversity loss, support its conservation and recovery, and meet people’s needs in a sustainable way;
3. Promote global solidarity, taking into account that biodiversity is a global common good that requires a 
    shared commitment;
4. Put people in vulnerable situations at the center, including those most affected by biodiversity loss, such as 
    indigenous peoples, older people, and youth. 





Former Police Chief Eve Thomas
LaKenya Middlebrook (Director of Community Safety)                                                         
Wando Stacy (SEEED)                                                                                                                               
Moms Demand Action                                               
Knoxville City Council People                                                                                                                   
Terun Moore (People’s advocacy Institute, Jackson MS)                                                              
District Attorney General Charme Allen                                                                                            
Jane Crowe (Knox County Health Dept.)                                                                                              
Thomas Abt, author of Bleeding Out                                                                                            
reviewed City Council ordinances on gun violence                                                                                -
reviewed data and reports on the Knoxville Police Department website                             
contacted Gifford’s Law Center to Prevent Gun Violence.

Justice Knox
 

Soon Justice Knox will be holding house meetings. Every year in September and October we invite people to come together
and share what community problems worry you, or keep you up at night, or make you angry. It is through sharing our stories

and experiences that we have seen the need to address Gun Violence, Mental Health, Disparities in Education, Affordable
Housing, and Public Transportation. It is also through coming together that we have begun to realize that this is work that
God calls us to do, that our Catholic faith sanctions us to act upon. It can be slow work, but through God’s grace, we are

helping to make needed changes. We are creating awareness of the injustices that are felt by many people with great needs,
many people that try so hard and yet are pushed down by current systems. 

 
We are encouraged because our efforts have yielded results! We worked with the City of Knoxville to create the Affordable
Housing Trust Fund. We were instrumental in making sure all police officers have Crisis Intervention Training. Also, there

has been much more public awareness and conversations among our local government officials on the mental health needs in
the community and restorative discipline in our schools. Currently, we are working on Public Transportation, meeting with

KAT and the city. Our goal is to have money for micro-transit added to the 2023-2024 city budget. 
 

The Gun Violence Committee, only a year in the making has been very committed to learning about this serious problem.
Here is a partial list of the people and groups Justice Knox has met with in order to understand Gun Violence and come up
with best practices for a solution.                                                                                               

 And so, we ask you to join us this Fall at St. John XXIII in attending a house meeting to listen and share. We invite you to
join us in changing hearts and changing systems for the good of all God’s people. Faith congregations from all over the city

and county will be doing the same. Some members only come to a house meeting. Others join us for several meetings
throughout the year. Some members join committees. You can be involved at whatever level fits your busy life.

 
If you would like more information, go to our website: www.justice knox.org or find us on Facebook. 

You can also contact a Team Member.
Justice Knocks!!!

 
St John XXIII Justice Knox Team Members:

Maria Calcagno    (865-548-4515)    
Joan Clevenger (865-300-4139)
Greg Defilipio   (865-740-4662)
Peg Hart            (865-579-4278)
Joe Haas            (865-274-9030)
Charles Jones     (404-277-2685)
Paul Schaffer      (865-389-2233)
Sue Stephens      (865-386-7480)
Jim Ullrich         (865-670-2886)



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEXT WEEK’S EVENTS
August 29-September 4

 
                Monday:          4:00 pm - Confessions
                                          5:05 pm - Daily Mass

                Tuesday:          5:05 pm - Daily Mass

           Wednesday:          5:05 pm - Daily Mass

              Thursday:          4:00 pm - Confessions
                                          5:05 pm - Daily Mass

                   Friday:          5:05 pm - Daily Mass

               Saturday:           5:30 pm - Mass

                  Sunday:           9:00 am - Mass
                                         10:00 am - Adult Bible Study
                                         11:15 am - Mass
                                           5:30 pm - Mass
                                           6:30 pm - Sunday Supper
                                           9:00 pm - Mass

Sunday Giving Update
 

Basket Collections
July 31: $3,274

August 7: $6,963
August 14: $4,312

August 21: $7,277.01
 

Electronic Donations for July
$7,672.45



Live-Streamed Sunday Mass 
at 11:15 AM on Sunday

 
Go to our Parish YouTube Channel - "St. John XXIII
Knoxville" - The stream starts 5-10 minutes before

the Mass is due to begin. We will post any
information on the Parish Facebook Group -

https://www.facebook.com/groups/JohnXXIIIUTK/ 
and will post a link to the Mass after it is done.

Lector Schedule
September 3-4

Sat.  5:30pm    Home Football Game
Sun. 9:00am    Haidyn Grove - Lindsay Walton
       11:15am   Nolan Mills - OPEN

 
September 10-11

Sat.  5:30pm    John Sobieski - Steve Hillenbrand
Sun. 9:00am    John Fox - Lee Campfield
       11:15am   John Long - OPEN

Prayer Requests  
 

Let us pray for peace and justice throughout
the world. Other prayers are needed for Jo

Andrews, Dominic Mackey, Chance Adams,
Jeyden, Karen Pearson Rich, Connie Beeler,
Christine Wade, Jerry Carney, Alfred Prados,
the family of V. J. D’Innocenzo, Beth Long,
the family of Mufide Rende, Ellen Wavrek,
Emilian, Charles, Carlos, Michel, Fernando,

Esteban, Sebastian, Margaret Dusichka, Diane
Dusichka, Ray Bieniek, Geneva Stewart,

Anna Platfoot, Brendan Barry, Ernst Edel, the
Acheampong family, the Odoi family, the

Bentil family, the Thompson family, the Deku
family, Tom Mulligan, Tom Walsh, residents

of Serene Manor, those serving in the military,
and for any too reserved to let us know.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/JohnXXIIIUTK/

