
Amos 6:1a. 4-7
1 Timothy 6:11-16

Luke 16:19-31
WEEKDAY MASS SCHEDULE

Monday-Thursday at 5:05 pm

WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday:  5:30 pm

Sunday:  9 am, 11:15 am, and 9 pm

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Monday and Thursday - 4:00 pm to 4:45 pm

Or by appointment

MARRIAGE PREPARATION
Congratulations! 

Please call the office at least 4 months before
your planned wedding date.

WANT TO BE CATHOLIC?
Please contact Fr. Rich at

(865) 523-7931 or frrich@john23rd.org

Nursery
 

Our nursery is up and running as of this week
at the 11:15am mass! The nursery is located

upstairs past the student lounge and the
restrooms. If you would like to bring your child

to the nursery, please sign up on the sheet
provided, leaving your name and phone

number. 
 

Also, if you would like nursery services to be
provided at the 9am mass, please sign the
request sheet provided with the number of

children you will be bringing and their ages. If
we have enough interest, we will try to get
services arranged at that mass as well in the

next few weeks!

Streaming Ministry Looking for Volunteers
 

Join the ministry to stream Mass to homebound, travelers, and
expat parishioners. We're looking for volunteers who can run the

camera during our Sunday 11:15am live-streamed mass. You
don't have to commit to every weekend! We'll make a schedule
and rotate volunteers. Training will be provided. Learn a little

about the technology and add your expertise to our team! 
Please contact the parish office at (865) 523-7931 or

john23@utk.edu if you're interested. 



Steve DeWitt
Mass you usually attend: 
9:00am (on the right side near the back)
About what year you first started going to St. John XXIII: 
2019
What you love about St. John XXIII:
It's a welcoming, inclusive, progressive parish where I feel at
home.

Meet Your Parish Council 
Representatives!

John Alpers
Mass you usually attend: 
Saturdays unless Football, then Sunday at 9am
About what year you first started going to St. John XXIII: 
Around 2014-2015
What you love about St. John XXIII:
I love the priests, the community, the music, and the student
involvement.

Kim Carideo
Mass you usually attend: 
I usually attend the 11:15 am mass, but I sometimes attend on
Sunday evening.
About what year you first started going to St. John XXIII: 
I started attending St. John XXIII a little over ten years ago.
What you love about St. John XXIII:
I love the friendliness and that everyone is welcome at John 23.

Laura and Paul Cutler
Mass you usually attend: 
Sunday 11:15am
About what year you first started going to St. John XXIII: 
About 2003
What you love about St. John XXIII:
We love St. John XXIII because as students here in the early
2000's, we were welcomed into a Catholic home surrounded by a
supportive multi-generational community. Witnessing the loving
congregation of St. John XXIII as students helped build a firm
foundation for our vocation of marriage. We love that St. John
XXIII has always provided scholastic, inquisitive faith-fuel, and
targeted social outreach.

To act as a consultative body to the Pastor and
staff
To gather information about the members of the
parish community and their pastoral needs and
communicate that information to staff
To give vision and direction to the parish
community
To facilitate communication among the members
and groups of the parish
To promote stewardship of the financial,
physical, and human resources of the parish
To encourage new efforts by the parish
especially in the areas of evangelization and
social justice

Purpose of the Parish Council What is the Parish Council?
 

As the bride of Christ, the church endeavors to
consult and be in agreement with Christ.  The

council typically practices this by both opening
and closing meetings in prayer as well as offering

up issues, concerns, and opportunities for
direction.  In this way, both the council and the
greater church seek to actively solicit and take

guidance from the Holy Spirit as the hands, feet,
eyes, ears and heart of Christ in the world.



Charles B. Jones, Jr.
Mass you usually attend: 
Saturday 5:30pm, Sunday 11:15am, or 9:00pm
About what year you first started going to St. John XXIII: 
Registered about 2000
What you love about St. John XXIII:
I was drawn to St. John XXIII through its sense of evangelization
and welcoming as a diverse worshiping community. The
giftedness of having the Paulist spirituality present through our
priests and vibrancy in many outreach and faith enriching
ministries reflect what it means to grow in faith and serve others.
Having been in large parishes, St. John XXIII offers a personal
belonging in community not found everywhere.

Rosey Mattson
Mass you usually attend: 
We go to 9 A.M. mass. I play guitar and sing in the choir.
About what year you first started going to St. John XXIII: 
Started at St. J23 in 1980.
What you love about St. John XXIII:
When we moved to Ktown in 1980, we lived about 3-4 miles from
St. J23. We liked it over Holy Ghost at the time, so started
attending here. As a result, most of the first friends we made were
parishioners. As we moved to different parts of town, we tried
other churches, but we were close enough to make it feasible to
keep going here and we liked the community, so we just stayed.
And that's what we love about St. J23: the community. 

Fred O'Hara
Mass you usually attend: 
I go to the Saturday 5:30pm where I serve as lector.
About what year you first started going to St. John XXIII: 
More than 10 years ago
What you love about St. John XXIII:
I relish the spirit of community I find among the parishioners.

Patrick Mulligan
Mass you usually attend: 
Sunday 9:00am
About what year you first started going to St. John XXIII: 
Attended JXXIII since 2004
What you love about St. John XXIII:
I like JXXIII for the warmth, diversity, welcoming culture, and
noisy pre-Mass congregations.

Emma Standley
Mass you usually attend: 
Sunday 9:00am, 11:15am, or 5:30pm
About what year you first started going to St. John XXIII: 
I started going to St. John XXIII during my freshman year 
in 2019.
What you love about St. John XXIII:
What I love most about St. John XXIII is the community and how
the older parishioners stay connected with the students!

Michelle Esther Odoi
Mass you usually attend: 
Sunday 9:00am
About what year you first started going to St. John XXIII: 
I started January 2020.
What you love about St. John XXIII: 
The parishioners are receptive and sociable, which creates a
welcoming and convivial environment for everyone.

Joe Haas
Mass you usually attend: 
I attend 9am.
About what year you first started going to St. John XXIII: 
I started here around 1999.
What you love about St. John XXIII:
I most love the Paulist spirituality of taking us as they find us and
welcoming everyone. Pope Francis said something along the lines
of 'priests should be like medics on a battlefield'; I think the
Paulists exemplify that.



Justice Knox
 

Our parish Justice Knox Team will begin holding house meetings, and we invite you to join us. At house
meetings we engage in LISTENING. We listen to each other’s concerns about problems in our community.

These community problems can be those affecting family members, friends, neighbors, coworkers, etc.
(Personal identities are not shared.) It is not a discussion and we do not give advice or solutions. We simply

share and become more aware of difficulties people face. 
 

It is because of these stories that we learned about a hard-working family with multi-generational members
sharing a small home without enough beds so that some people had to sleep on the floor. This family could not

afford to rent or buy something better that could meet their needs. 
 

It was because of stories shared that we learned that a married granddaughter had to quit her job in Pigeon Forge
because she did not make enough to cover gas, rent and living expenses. She found a job and a trailer in

Knoxville, but had to take the bus, a three-hour trip to get to work. The heating and air in the trailer did not work
and the landlord never did fix it.   

 
It is because of these stories that we learned that hardly any police officers were trained in Crisis Intervention.
And so, had very few of the de-escalation skills needed to help a person who was having a mental health crisis.

We also learned that there were very few places for a person having a breakdown to go to, 
and so, they were put in jail. 

 
We can sit back and point fingers and say these people should have stayed in school or managed their money

better or made better choices. While this may be true, it is more complex than that. Many do not or have never
had the support, resources, and safety nets that many of us take for granted. Medical needs can wipe out

resources. Aging out of foster care, leaves an 18-year-old with no support system. Mental health problems
untreated can destroy a person. And then there is discrimination with race, gender, education, and so on. 

It shouldn’t be this way. We can do better.
 

After a month of gathering stories and listening, members come together and vote for the next issue we will take
action on. Then we research actions, and work with officials. We are committed to address the causes that keep

people from having what they need. Together with people of many other faiths, we can insist on needed
changes. As people of faith, we can do better so that all of God’s people know the beauty 

and sacredness of their lives.
 

So, we ask you to please join us in one of our meetings. Some house meetings will be held in individual homes,
some will be at church, and some on zoom. We need to hear each other’s stories. You can contact one of our

members listed below for more information.
 

                                                                   Joan Clevenger (865-300-4139)                                                                  
                                                                   Greg Defilipio  (865-740-4662)                                                                     
                                                                   Peg Hart           (865-579-4278)                                                                     
                                                                   Charles Jones   (404-277-2685)                                                                  
                                                                   Paul Schaffer   (865-389-2233)                                                                
                                                                   Sue Stephens   (865-386-7480)                                                                             



Catholic Response to Climate Change
 

 The Season of Creation (September 1 through October 4) is a celebration of God's loving kindness expressed
in the outpouring of God's own self in creation. As one segment of that loving creation, it is an opportunity for

us to express our gratitude for what has been given to us and feel connected as people of faith. This year, we are
invited to 'Listen to the Voice of Creation,' so that our lives in words and deeds proclaim the good news for all

the Earth! This includes listening to the voices of people who hold wisdom about how to live within the limits of
nature, and the voices of all God's creation.

 
—from St. Columban Missionary Society

 
 

During the COVID-19 pandemic, many have become familiar with the concept of being muted in conversations.
Many voices are muted in public discourse around climate change and the ethics of Earth-keeping.

 
These are voices of those who suffer the impacts of climate change. These are voices of people who hold

generational wisdom about how to live gratefully within the limits of the land. These are voices of a diminishing
diversity of more-than-human species. It is the voice of the Earth.

 
The following voice of creation video and song can be accessed online:

Do you hear that? It is the voice of Creation! www.youtube.com/watch?v=WyjUTvGmliI
Burning Bush - Luca Terrana and Matteo Manicardi www.youtube.com/watch?v=R5TYyosHmTA                                    

 
 

Pledge of Commitment to Protect and Heal God’s Creation
 

We have come to renew our covenant with God and with one another in Christ Jesus, our Lord. 
We have come to help protect God’s creation. 

 
We have come as followers of Jesus to commit ourselves anew to one another and to heal 

injustice and poverty. 
 

We have come to stand together against all threats to life. 
 

We have come to discover some new beauty every day in God’s creation: the sunrise and sunset, 
birds, flowers and trees, rainbows in the sky, the stars, the many forms of life in the forest. 

We have come to listen to the “music of the universe”- water flowing over rocks, the wind, trees 
bending in the wind, raindrops pattering the roof. 

 
We will remember always that God speaks to us through the beauty of his creation, and we will 

try our best to answer God’s call to reverence all that He has created. 
 

—from Prayers on the Care of Creation, USCCB



Ongoing Synods
 

  Pope Francis called a worldwide synod to promote
listening in the Catholic Church. An opinion poll

promoted by the diocese of Knoxville earlier this year
was followed by listening sessions held in our parish
through February. Both of these revealed a need for

more conversation on certain topics. 
 

In July we held a conversation on divorce and
remarriage. On Saturday, October 1 from 3:00pm to

4:30pm we will hold a conversation on abuse in the
Catholic Church. The synod does not seek to solve

problems, make up for what has happened or change
teachings. Rather we seek to break down a wall of

silence on certain subjects that isolates us 
from each other. 

 
By listening to the way the abuse crisis withered trust

and alienated people from the church we hope to
improve the ability of our parish to welcome everyone.

All believers who have been alienated by the abuse
crisis either directly or indirectly are welcome. All

participants will be asked to maintain confidentiality. 
 

If you know someone who could benefit from this
discussion or has experienced abuse, please invite

them. Participants are not there to defend, accuse, or
offer solutions, but rather we are the faithful of the

church trying to understand the struggle of our parish
to be a caring community. No notes will be taken

during the session. A general report will be 
prepared after.

 
There is no need to RSVP, but if you have any

questions, please contact Geri and Charlie Mulligan at
gerihm@gmail.com.

RCIA
 

Our RCIA groups will be starting back up on Tuesday,
September 27th!  Meetings will be at 7pm every

Tuesday.  For more information, contact Fr. Rich at
frrich@john23rd.org. All are welcome!

Have a Service Project?
 

Do you or your organization have a service project
idea that addresses a community need? Seed grants
are available for qualified projects from the Social

Concerns Grant Program. Past grant ideas have
included: assistance for immigrant families, food
assistance for those in need, and computers for a
career center. Contact the parish office for a grant

application and more information.

Our mission, consistent with Catholic teaching, is to
place children for adoption in loving, stable homes

where they can grow, and families can thrive.

Support services throughout pregnancy
Nutrition, prenatal, postnatal education
Referrals to needed medical and community
resources
Access to support groups
Facilitation of relationship with prospective
adoptive parents

Services to Birth Parents Include:

Home Study writing
Profile writing guidance
Matching Services
Placement Services
Post-placement Services through Finalization of
Adoption

Services to Adoptive Parents include:

For more information, please visit
https://ccetn.org/adoption-services 

mailto:frrich@john23rd.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEXT WEEK’S EVENTS
September 26-October 2

 
                Monday:          4:00 pm - Confessions
                                          5:05 pm - Daily Mass

                Tuesday:          5:05 pm - Daily Mass

           Wednesday:          5:05 pm - Daily Mass
                                          7:00 pm - VolCatholic

              Thursday:          4:00 pm - Confessions
                                          5:05 pm - Daily Mass

                   Friday:          5:05 pm - Daily Mass

               Saturday:           5:30 pm - Mass

                  Sunday:           9:00 am - Mass
                                         10:00 am - Adult Bible Study
                                         10:00 am - Sunday School
                                         11:15 am - Mass
                                           5:30 pm - Mass
                                           6:30 pm - Sunday Supper
                                           9:00 pm - Mass

Pope Francis' Prayer for October:
A Church Open to Everyone

 
"We pray for the Church; ever faithful to, and

courageous in preaching the Gospel, may the Church be
a community of solidarity, fraternity and welcome,

always living in an atmosphere of synodality."

Sunday Giving Update
 

Basket Collections
August 28: $2,785

September 4: $6,857.06
September 11: $5,539.87

 
Electronic Donations for August

$8,998.76



Prayer Requests  
 

Let us pray for peace and justice throughout the
world. Other prayers are needed for Jo Andrews,

Kylie Hemphill, Dominic Mackey, Chance
Adams, Jeyden, Karen Pearson Rich, Connie
Beeler, Christine Wade, Jerry Carney, Alfred
Prados, the family of V. J. D’Innocenzo, Beth

Long, the family of Mufide Rende, Ellen Wavrek,
Emilian, Charles, Carlos, Michel, Fernando,

Esteban, Sebastian, Margaret Dusichka, Diane
Dusichka, Ray Bieniek, Geneva Stewart, Anna
Platfoot, Brendan Barry, Ernst Edel, displaced

tenants of Walker Springs Apartments, the
Acheampong family, the Odoi family, the Bentil
family, the Thompson family, the Deku family,
Tom Mulligan, Tom Walsh, residents of Serene
Manor, those serving in the military, and for any

too reserved to let us know.

Get the Bulletin in Your Inbox!
 

Stay up to date with what is happening here at 
St. John XXIII Catholic Center! Each week we will

send you an email update with a link to a
downloadable version of the current 

week's bulletin. 
Follow this link to sign up:

https://discovermass.com/church/john-xxiii-catholic-
center-knoxville-tn/#bulletins

Live-Streamed Sunday Mass 
at 11:15 AM on Sunday

 
Go to our Parish YouTube Channel - "St. John XXIII
Knoxville" - The stream starts 5-10 minutes before the
Mass is due to begin. We will post any information on

the Parish Facebook Group -
https://www.facebook.com/groups/JohnXXIIIUTK/ 

and will post a link to the Mass after it is done.
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CatholicMatch.com/goTN

your ad here

contact:

1-800-282-5106

Please patronize the 
sponsors of our bulletin.

http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=25580622
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=25580522
https://www.facebook.com/groups/JohnXXIIIUTK/

