
Isaiah 2:1-5
Romans 13:11-14
Matthew 24:37-44

WEEKDAY MASS SCHEDULE
Monday-Friday at 5:05 pm

WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday:  5:30 pm

Sunday:  9 am, 11:15 am, and 9 pm

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Monday and Thursday - 4:00 pm to 4:45 pm

or by appointment

MARRIAGE PREPARATION
Congratulations! 

Please call the office at least 4 months before
your planned wedding date.

WANT TO BE CATHOLIC?
Please contact Fr. Rich at

(865) 523-7931 or frrich@john23rd.org

Food for Finals
 

Finals are almost here! We like to support our students by
having what we call a Groaning Table or Food for Finals. All
kinds of food are appreciated: fruits & veggies, chips & dip,

sandwich fixings, soups & chili, casseroles, cookies, desserts,
chocolate… Please sign up on the poster in the lobby to help
make our students lives a little easier and to show them how

much we care for and support them! 

Christmas Decorating
 

We will be getting the Paulus
Room all dressed up for Christmas

on Sunday, December 18 
after the 11:15 mass. 

Come help, if you can!
Pizza will be served.

Poinsettias
 

If you would like to make a donation for poinsettias in
memory of a loved one this Christmas, please either put
your donation in the collection basket or give it to one of
the priests. Remember to make your checks payable to St.

John XXIII and designate in the memo line “Christmas
Flowers” and write the name of the person you are

honoring. We will publish the names in our bulletin.

Christmas Pageant
 

Every year, the children of our parish put on a
Christmas Pageant at the 5:00pm Christmas Eve mass.
It's always so much fun for parishioners of all ages and
is a wonderful way to celebrate our community and the
joy of Christmas. If your child would like to participate

in this year's pageant, please contact Andrea Sirek at
andrea@john23rd.org or 865-523-7931.



"Knock and the Door Will Be Opened to You"
 

When we celebrated the 52nd anniversary of our parish, St. John XXIII, we also acknowledged that our building is over
50 years old. As our years, liturgical and calendar, come to a close, we thought it important to share with you some of the

things that have been going on beyond the scenes because we need your help.
 

Both the lighting and the drop ceiling in the Paulus Room have been a concern for over a year. When part of the ceiling
fell in summer before last, we could see that this is a structural problem that we can live with for some time but not

forever. Also, by addressing this issue now, we can upgrade the lighting which is too dim for many people and not flexible
enough for the many uses that room serves. Generally speaking, it’s not the custom of Catholic worship spaces to see the
altar being the dimmest part of the room. Thanks to the generosity of one of our parishioners, we are looking to have the

ceiling and lighting completed during the school break in January.
 

There have been sewage problems for the past couple of months and those spilled over (literally) three weeks ago during
the Kentucky game. This created an unsafe environment and we had to move furniture and tear up the carpet so we could

have antimicrobial solutions applied to the affected areas.
 

Finally, our back yard is a wonderful and underutilized space. Part of the problem is that it has sunk down so badly that
much of it is almost unusable. We have plans to spruce things up but, like all the other issues, 

we don’t have the money right now.
 

Like you, we are seeing our expenses go up and, like you, we are cutting our spending as much as we can to live within
our budget. What we are seeing is that we are cut back about as far as we can get: the expenses of maintaining and running

the physical plant, salaries, and maintaining our services to the community take up almost all we have. 
And that’s why we’re reaching out to you.

 
Our goals haven’t changed. We are still striving to be the encounter for students to know and be transformed by God’s

love while meeting the spiritual needs of the larger community. To continue doing this, we are asking you to prayerfully
consider what you are gifting us and what you can gift us. If you are offering us $100 weekly, could you afford $110? If
$20, could you afford $25? If you are not giving, would it be possible to share $5 a week with us? Signing up for regular

giving with a credit card is easy and helps us more than you realize and can be done from our website.
 

Asking for help is never easy but, as St. Paul wrote to the Romans, “...we, though many, are one body in Christ and
individually parts of one another.” (Romans 12:5) As we walk forward together into this new year, we pray that we may

experience our sense of community more fully and may all continue to work together as one for the salvation of all!
 

~Fr. Rich

You can now support us through AmazonSmile! When you shop with AmazonSmile, you’ll find the exact same
shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added benefit that AmazonSmile will donate 0.5% of your

eligible purchases to the charitable organization of your choice. To get started, go to https://smile.amazon.com/
and sign in to your Amazon account. Once signed in, you will see a menu bar at the top of the page. There is a

tab that says "Supporting." If you click that tab, you will be able to either change or select a charity. We are
listed as "Saint John XXIII University Parish."



Ongoing Synods
 

“Enlarge the space of your tent, spread out your tent cloths unsparingly,
lengthen your ropes and make firm your pegs” (Is 54:2). With these words, the

“Working Document for the Continental Stage” of the Synod calls on the
Catholic Church to be as inclusive as God is inclusive. As Jesus walked the paths

of the Holy Land, anyone could approach him, and he listened. 
 

At the beginning of 2022, the Diocese of Knoxville offered all Catholics and
other interested parties an opportunity to respond to a lengthy online poll. More
than 30 parishioners from St. John XXIII responded. We also held 8 listening

sessions. One area where many expressed questions about Catholic teaching was
about its impact on LGBTQIA persons. 

 
For this reason, we wish to offer an opportunity for people to share their own (or

family members' or friends') experiences about a gay person relating to God
within the Catholic Church. The session will be held on Saturday, December 3

from 3:00 until 4:30 pm. 
 

Our intention is not to promote debate or change church teaching. Rather we
invite all who wish to participate to come with the intent to listen to the stories,

comments and struggles of those who have been impacted by church behavior in
the past. Attendees will not be pressured to speak if they do not wish. We will

open with a prayer, a scripture reading, and then listen.



Screening of The Letter: A Message for Our Earth 
on Sunday, December 4 at St. John XXIII

 
St. John XXIII Social Concerns Committee and the Catholic Response to Climate Change Committee invite you to a

screening of the documentary film, The Letter: A Message for Our Earth, on Sunday, December 4, at 2:00 p.m. in the
Paulus Room. The film stars Pope Francis and representatives of the poor, the youth, indigenous peoples and wildlife, voices

of those who are not often listened to, but are those who suffer the greatest impacts of climate change.
 

Our Catholic Faith calls us to hear both the cry of the Earth and the cry of the poor at the same time. The Letter explores how
our spiritual values unite us in the face of this planetary emergency. This builds on our ongoing initiatives to protect the most

vulnerable of our brothers and sisters.
 

The film lasts for 80 minutes, and afterwards, we will have a 20 minute conversation to discuss the film and to consider ways
we can take action. The film is appropriate for adults and for older middle school students, so your children are welcome.

Childcare for younger children will be provided in the church nursery. Refreshments will be provided.
 

Within only a few weeks after the Vatican’s release of the film on October 4, the Feast day of St. Francis of Assisi, already
more than 8 million people across the world had viewed the film. More recently, the film was featured at several different

events during the 27th United Nations Climate Change Conference (COP 27) which took place November 6 – 18. 
 

For more information about the December 4th screening, please call the church office at (865) 523-7931.

Why should Catholics care about COP 27?
 

Our faith demands that we care for God’s creation and for the most vulnerable, 
who are being devastated by the destructive climate crisis.

 
Two of the fundamental principles of Catholic Social Teaching are directly related to the climate crisis: the preferential option for
the poor and vulnerable and care for God’s creation. The ecological crisis and climate emergency are destroying God’s creation

and our poorest and most vulnerable brothers and sisters are suffering the most, despite having little to do with the greenhouse gas
emissions that cause the crises.

 
Saints and popes have made it clear for centuries that as Catholics and people of faith we must care for God’s creation. As early as

the 12th century, St. Hildegard of Bingen said, “The Earth sustains humanity. It must not be harmed; it must not be destroyed.” 
 

On a more practical, everyday level, the climate crisis affects us all in the form of warmer temperatures and more extreme weather,
which, according to scientists, are more common on a warmer planet Earth. 

And it is clear that we must take greater and better care of our Earth.



Mental Health of Our Youth 
Homelessness
Empowerment of Minority Businesses

Justice Knox
 

On November 7, Tabernacle Baptist Church was filled with Justice Knox Members from 20 faith congregations for the
Annual Assembly. The many stories that we had heard at 50-some House Meetings had been narrowed to three areas of
concern: 

A hard decision needed to be made to choose our next focus. Since the pandemic, there has been an increase in suicide
and depression among our young people. There is also an increase in homelessness. Minority businesses are not receiving
the same considerations and “perks” that some long-established white businesses get. At the end of the evening, the
membership voted Homelessness as our next issue. 

Homelessness is a great need that has been increasing. It has many faces. We know of homeless families that live and
sleep in their cars. They cannot afford to pay for housing and a car, so they opt to keep the car in order to get to work. We
hear of teenagers that age out of foster care and then are homeless. We hear of individuals and families that cannot pay
rent and must move in with friends or families. We know of homeless individuals with mental health problems that live
throughout the city and county hidden in bushes, behind buildings, and under bridges. Somehow, through our research we
will find a way to begin to address this issue. 

At the Assembly we also heard progress reports. Isaac Thorne from KAT attended and reaffirmed the City and KAT’s
commitment to work with us on transportation concerns. There are many people who do not have cars and so cannot get to
jobs or medical appointments or even shop for groceries. Our KAT bus system is limited. It cannot access many areas of
Knoxville because of the terrain. And buses do not run for those working late hours at night or early morning work times.
Micro-transit can fill in a much-needed gap for those without transportation. Mr. Thorne and City representatives along
with Justice Knox members have finished viewing presentations from five micro-transit companies, Via, Spare, RideCo,
TransLoc, and Ecolane. These companies have varying degrees of ability to furnish software that provides public,
affordable, on-demand, easily accessible transportation. It can work in conjunction with our bus system and provide
service to areas that are currently left out.  And those services can be provided when people need them. Our goal is to have
a budget proposal ready for the coming year for a pilot program with one of these companies.

Another progress report was about school discipline. A letter of intent from Knox County Schools to the International
Institute for Restorative Practices (IRRP) has been received. We have been concerned with the disparities found in
addressing minority students in Knox County. Data shows these students are dealt with more harshly than other students.
IRRP’s school-wide approach to discipline has had outstanding results in creating a school-wide culture that restores
relationships when discipline problems occur. This is essential for a positive learning environment. IRRP has addressed
this in other school systems. It will make a difference in our school system. 

Also, Justice Knox is addressing Gun Violence. This summer, we were pleased to see that the City contracted with one of
the providers that we supported for problem analysis. We are waiting to get information from this report and to schedule
meetings with LaKenya Middlebrook, director of Community Safety.

So, we continue working to make permanent, systemic changes for those most in need in our community. We believe that
our Church and our God calls all of us to do this work. We believe that all people should be treated with dignity, enabling
them to participate as humanely, justly, and creatively as possible in this gift of life we have been given by our Creator.

If you would like to get involved, please contact the parish office.



Big Sacramental Year!
 

This Spring our Sunday School students are looking
forward to celebrating several Sacraments! Our

second-grade class will be participating in their First
Reconciliation and First Communion. If you have a
child that is a second grader (or the corresponding

age), we are beginning these classes in late January so
please sign up. Our middle school students will be
participating in Confirmation prep this Spring. We
invite students in grades 5-12 to join us in January.
There are lots of interesting discussions about who
you want to be as a Christian and how to go about
doing just that! To enroll your child in any of these

classes, please contact Andrea Sirek at
andrea@john23rd.org or 865-523-7931.

Scripture Readings for the Week of 
November 27, 2022

Sunday              First Sunday of Advent
                           Is 2:1-5; Ps 122:1-2, 3-4, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9; 
                           Rom 13:11-14; Mt 24:37-44

Monday             Is 4:2-6; Ps 122:1-2, 3-4b, 4cd-5, 6-7, 8-9;
                           Mt 8:5-11

Tuesday             Is 11:1-10; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17; 
                           Lk 10:21-24

Wednesday       Feast of Saint Andrew, Apostle
                           Rom 10:9-18; Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11; 
                           Mt 4:18-22

Thursday          Is 26:1-6; Ps 118:1 & 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a; 
                           Mt 7:21, 24-27

Friday               Is 29:17-24; Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14; Mt 9:27-31

Saturday          Memorial of Saint Francis Xavier, Priest
                          Is 30:19-21, 23-26; Ps 147:1-2, 3-4, 5-6; 
                          Mt 9:35-10:1, 5a, 6-8

Sunday             Second Sunday of Advent
                          Is 11:1-10; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17; 
                          Rom 15:4-9; Mt 3:1-12

A HUGE thanks to everyone who donated to our
Baby Bottle Drive for the Pregnancy Help Center!
Your support makes it possible for this wonderful

ministry to continue to serve families in our
community. THANK YOU!!!

Advent Tree
 

This year we are again blessed to sponsor gifts for adults
with developmental disabilities and also a few residents of
Serene Manor Nursing Home. We have several ornaments
on our Advent Tree. Please sign out the ornament on our

list, then return your wrapped gifts with the name tag
attached by Sunday, December 11th.

Christmas Events and
Holiday Mass Schedule

 
Feast of the Immaculate Conception

Thursday, December 8th
Mass - 12:15 pm, 5:30 pm, and 7:30 pm

Sunday, December 18
No Sunday 5:30 pm or 9 pm Mass thru January 22nd

Decorate St. John XXIII for Christmas
After the 11:15 am Mass (Lunch Will Be Provided)

 
Christmas Eve

Saturday, December 24th
5:00 pm - Christmas Eve Mass & Reception

9:00 pm - Evening Mass & Reception
 

Christmas Day
Sunday, December 25th

Mass - 9:00 am and 11:15 am
 

December 26-30
No Daily 5:05 pm Mass

2023 Missals Are On Sale
In The Sacristy For $5



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEXT WEEK’S EVENTS
November 28-December 4

 
                Monday:          4:00 pm - Confessions
                                          5:05 pm - Daily Mass
                                          7:00 pm - Finance Committee 
                                                           Meeting

                Tuesday:          5:05 pm - Daily Mass

           Wednesday:          5:05 pm - Daily Mass
                                          7:00 pm - VolCatholic

              Thursday:          4:00 pm - Confessions
                                          5:05 pm - Daily Mass

                   Friday:          5:05 pm - Daily Mass

               Saturday:          5:30 pm - Mass

                  Sunday:           9:00 am - Mass
                                         10:00 am - Adult Bible Study
                                         10:00 am - Sunday School
                                         11:15 am - Mass
                                           5:30 pm - Mass
                                           6:30 pm - Sunday Supper
                                           9:00 pm - Mass

Pope Francis' Prayer for October:
Volunteer Not-for-Profit Organizations

 
"We pray that volunteer non-profit organizations

committed to human development find people dedicated
to the common good and ceaselessly seek out new paths

to international cooperation."

Sunday Giving Update
 

Basket Collections
October 30: $7,046.00

November 6: $5,374.25
November 13: $8,202.31

 
Electronic Donations for October

$7,753.51



Prayer Requests  
 

Let us pray for peace and justice throughout the
world. Other prayers are needed for Jo Andrews,

Vic Kaminsky, Kylie Hemphill, Dominic Mackey,
Chance Adams, Jeyden, Peg Hart, John Fox,

Karen Pearson Rich, Connie Beeler, Christine
Wade, Jerry Carney, Alfred Prados, the family of

V. J. D’Innocenzo, Beth Long, the family of
Mufide Rende, Ellen Wavrek, Emilian, Charles,
Carlos, Michel, Fernando, Esteban, Sebastian,

Margaret Dusichka, Diane Dusichka, Ray Bieniek,
Geneva Stewart, Anna Platfoot, Brendan Barry,
Ernst Edel, displaced tenants of Walker Springs
Apartments, the Acheampong family, the Odoi
family, the Bentil family, the Thompson family,

the Deku family, Tom Mulligan, Tom Walsh,
residents of Serene Manor, those serving in the

military, and for any too reserved to let us know.

Get the Bulletin in Your Inbox!
 

Stay up to date with what is happening here at 
St. John XXIII Catholic Center! Each week we
will send you an email update with a link to a

downloadable version of the current 
week's bulletin. 

Follow this link to sign up:
https://discovermass.com/church/john-xxiii-

catholic-center-knoxville-tn/#bulletins

Lector Schedule
 

December 3-4
Sat.  5:30pm    John Sobieski - Richard Higginbotham
Sun. 9:00am    Cid Letsinger - Adwoa Owusu       
Sun. 11:15am  Abigail Cutler - Suzanne Lenhart
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CatholicMatch.com/goTN

your ad here

contact:

1-800-282-5106

Please patronize the 
sponsors of our bulletin.

http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=25580622
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=25580522

