
Is 61:1-2a, 10-11
Thes 5:16-24

Jn 1:6-8, 19-28
WEEKDAY MASS SCHEDULE

Monday-Friday at 5:05 pm

WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday:  5:30 pm

Sunday:  9 am and 11:15 am

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Monday and Thursday - 4:00 pm to 4:45 pm

or by appointment

MARRIAGE PREPARATION
Congratulations! 

Please call the office at least 4 months before
your planned wedding date.

WANT TO BE CATHOLIC?
Please contact Fr. Rich at

(865) 523-7931 or frrich@john23rd.org

Christmas Events and
Holiday Mass Schedule

Sunday, December 17
No Sunday 5:30 pm or 9 pm Mass until January 21st

4th Sunday of Advent
Sunday, December 24th (yes, it’s on Christmas Eve!)

Mass - 9:00 am and 11:15 am
Decorate St. John XXIII for Christmas

after the 11:15 am Mass (lunch will be provided)

Christmas Eve
Sunday, December 24th

5:00 pm - Christmas Eve Mass
9:00 pm - Christmas Eve Mass

Christmas Day
Monday, December 25th

Mass - 10:00 am

December 26-29
No Daily 5:05 pm Mass

New Year’s Day
Mass - Monday 10:00 amSecond Collection

Our second collection  this week is in support of
Catholic Charities of East TN Office of Immigrant

Services. The Office of Immigrant Services is a
Department of Justice-recognized law office that

provides immigration legal services to immigrants and
refugees in our community. This program offers legal

assistance with family reunification, adjustment of
status for refugees and asylees, Deferred Action for

Childhood Arrivals (DACA) renewals, and more. The
box and envelopes are available in the lobby.

Gaudete in Domino semper!

This is the Latin which gives Gaudete Sunday its name, taken from Paul's letter
to the Philippians: "Rejoice in the Lord always," We do just that today,

internally and externally. On the outside, we use rose-colored vestments and a
rose candle. Internally, we know that we've passed the halfway point in Advent
and that Christmas is fast approaching. What still needs to be done to prepare
for Jesus' birth? Perhaps some spiritual reading, an extra prayer at bedtime,

meditation, or starting a gratitude journal might help us make straight the paths
for our spirits to welcome Jesus!



Thoughts on Today’s Readings

Christmas Eve happens next Sunday. Right now, it feels like
time for celebrations. Bring on gifts, decorations, and festive

food and drink. How can we keep singing “O Come, 
O Come Emmanuel”? 

 
So, the first reading proclaims glad tidings, amazing clothing,

and a world where justice rules. In the responsorial psalm
Mary, newly pregnant, proclaims a world transformed by love.
The prophet and the Virgin Mary are symbols of earthly hope
grounded in God’s love. John the Baptist, just a baby in the

womb, leapt for joy when Mary arrived. The Spirit promises a
joy which is stronger than the terrible darkness that hovers

now. Advent yearns for an end to violence, war, and
destruction. The world cries out in suffering, 

longing for deliverance. 

That team of priests sent by the leaders to grill John the Baptist
might speak for a skeptical world quizzing us about Christmas.
“Aren’t you the people who believe the Savior has come? So,
answer these questions! Tell us who you are. Are you saying

the Messiah is to restore the world in and through 
your church?” 

He nourishes us, his Spirit animates us, his word guides us, and
the church is his community. But we are not the completion 

of his coming. 

“Well then,” they ask, “are you Elijah, a messenger from
heaven saying now is the age of his return?” We don’t know
the time of his return. So no! “How about a Prophet, one like

Moses, who will lead a new Christ-like nation?” No. We
cannot establish a new kingdom on earth. 

“I am the voice of one crying out in the desert, Make straight
the way of the Lord.” Celebrate Christmas. Sing, laugh, feast,
and share. But then, work for peace, forgiveness, justice, and
reconciliation. That is our path as God’s people, humble and

hopeful, following His Way.

Scripture Readings for the Week of 
December 17, 2023

Sunday              Third Sunday of Advent
                           Is 61:1-2a, 10-11; Lk 1:46-48, 49-50, 53-54; 
                           1 Thes 5:16-24; Jn 1:6-8, 19-28

Monday             Jer 23:5-8; Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19; Mt 1:18-25

Tuesday             Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a; Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17; 
                            Lk 1:5-25

Wednesday       Is 7:10-14; Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6; Lk 1:26-38

Thursday          Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a; 
                           Ps 33:2-3, 11-12, 20-21; Lk 1:39-45

Friday               1 Sm 1:24-28; 1 Sm 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd; 
                           Lk 1:46-56

Saturday          Mal 3:1-4, 23-24; Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-9, 10 and 14; 
                          Lk 1:57-66

Sunday             Fourth Sunday of Advent
                          2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; 
                          Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27, 29; Rom 16:25-27; 
                          Lk 1:26-38

Christmas Decorating

The liturgical calendar is a little hectic this year. The Fourth
Sunday of Advent falls on Christmas Eve! So, we will be getting

the Paulus Room all dressed up for Christmas on Sunday,
December 24 after the 11:15 mass. 

Come help, if you can!
Food will be served.

VolCatholic News

Our students had their last VolCatholic meeting of the
semester last week, and made some beautiful and incredibly

creative gingerbread manger scenes! 



Insights and Awareness 
Topic 104 - Cardinal Cupich’s Reflection

Cardinal Cupich reflects on his experience 
at the Synod.

You can view this topic at:
https://www.john23rd.org/insights 

(Sponsored by the Social Concerns Committee)

NEXT WEEK’S EVENTS
December 18-24

              Monday:          4:00 pm - Confessions
                                        5:05 pm - Daily Mass

              Tuesday:          5:05 pm - Daily Mass

         Wednesday:          5:05 pm - Daily Mass

            Thursday:          4:00 pm - Confessions
                                        5:05 pm - Daily Mass

                 Friday:          No Daily Mass

             Saturday:          5:30 pm - Mass 

                Sunday:           9:00 am - 4th Sunday of Advent Mass
                                       11:15 am - 4th Sunday of Advent Mass
                                         5:00 pm - Christmas Eve Mass
                                         9:00 pm - Christmas Eve Mass

Christmas Flower Donations

Rev. Dan Whitman
in memory of Virginia Whitman and Joamm Tacl

Allen and Sonja Burk
for John R. Burk, Ronald K. Regas, Sr., and Carol Breuel

Charles B. Jones, Jr.
in memory of Jones and Broch Families

Richard and Moira Connelly
for beloved members of the Connelly and Ambrose families

Clarita V. Buffaloe
in memory of 

Vince and Franklin Vineyard, and Steve Buffaloe

Madeleine Hassil
in memory of Hassil and Connolly families

https://volcatholic.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=fa5aadd2c8d03dc129c7e0790&id=5673bafa4d&e=59fd83a52a
mailto:emma@john23rd.org
mailto:emma@john23rd.org


Lector Schedule

December 16-17
Sat.  5:30pm    Stan Zelasko - LuAnne Zelasko
Sun. 9:00am    Kate Bales - Michelle Esther Odoi     
Sun. 11:15am  Anna Dutkosky - Jim Dutkosky

Pope Francis' Prayer for December:
For persons with disabilities

“We pray that people living with disabilities may be at the
center of attention in society, and that institutions may offer
inclusive programs which value their active participation.”

Prayer Requests  

Let us pray for peace and justice throughout
the world. Other prayers are needed for Jo
Andrews, Isabella Bleu, Isabella Linguidi,

Mateo, Silas Templeton, Karen Pearson Rich,
Jean Soderberg, Jill Stephens, Jenny and Jerry
Mulligan, Charles, Rose Pourtier, Linda D.,
Garrity family, Peg Hart, Jerry Carney, Vic

and Barbara Kaminsky, Larry and Anne
Kaminsky, Suzanne Lenhart, Christine Wade,

Jackson Igou, Alice Peterson, Liz Mattson,
Cindy Cunningham, V. J. D’Innocenzo and his
family, Beth Long, Connie Beeler, Hal Leiner,

Margaret Dusichka, Diane Dusichka, Ray
Bieniek, Al McGinley, residents of Serene

Manor, those serving in the military, and for
any too reserved to let us know.
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