
Dt 18:15-20
1 Cor 7:32-35

Mk 1:21-28

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Monday and Thursday - 4:00 pm to 4:45 pm

or by appointment

MARRIAGE PREPARATION
Congratulations! 

Please call the office at least 4 months before
your planned wedding date.

WANT TO BE CATHOLIC?
Please contact Fr. Rich at

(865) 523-7931 or frrich@john23rd.org

WEEKDAY MASS SCHEDULE
Monday-Friday at 5:05 pm

WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday:  5:30 pm

Sunday:  9 am, 11:15 am, 
5:30 pm and 9 pm

Collection for the Church in Latin America

Our second collection this weekend is in support of
the pastoral work of the Church in the Caribbean,

Mexico, Central America, and South America. Your
donation will assist the bishops, priests and religious
in countries such as Haiti, El Salvador, and Chile in

their work of evangelization, the formation of
seminarians and religious, catechesis, and youth

ministry. Thank you for your generosity in support of
the Church in Latin America. The box and envelopes

are available in the lobby.

Interested in what makes Catholics tick? RCIA, which is how
we bring people into the Catholic Church, will start up again on

Tuesday, January 30th at 7pm in the Paulus Room. All are
welcome! We will be meeting each Tuesday until Easter. If you

are interested, curious, or just want more information, please
contact Fr. Rich at frrich@john23rd.org.

Adult Confirmation

Are you a college student or adult who missed out on
Confirmation? Adult Confirmation may be the choice for you.

You are invited to an information meeting in the Chapel on
Monday, February 12th at 7 pm to learn more!

Sunday Supper

During the UT semester, after the 5:30 Mass, volunteers serve
dinner to about 100 students and parishioners. The meal is

funded by St. John XXIII Parish and the volunteers are generous
enough to shop for and cook the meal. There is even someone

else to clean up afterwards! Please consider volunteering for this
valuable ministry; a poster for signups is in the lobby.



Big Snowstorm of 2024!!

What an amazing start we’ve had to the year! Snow began to fall in downtown Knoxville on the night of Jan. 14, 2024.
The forecast was calling for 3-6 inches of snow in Knoxville, but some neighborhoods saw as many as 11 inches! Ice
fell later in the week, again making it difficult for families to drive. Many of us were snowed in all week! Adults may

have gotten pretty frustrated, but our smaller parishioners didn’t see anything wrong with the situation.



At the 2023 Nehemiah Action Assembly, Justice Knox got a commitment from KAT and CAC to begin steps to
implement a micro-transit pilot program in the fall of 2024. We presented benchmarks and parameters for an effective

system to which they agreed. We will continue to monitor the progress.

At the Nehemiah Action, we got a commitment from the city and county to better coordinate homeless services. The goal
is to work to provide permanent housing for people and increase affordable housing opportunities all with appropriate

services. Also, the city and county committed to work with us in planning a spring summit addressing housing and
homelessness. This summit will bring in speakers with expertise in creative funding sources and research-based strategies

that actually are working in other places to address homelessness.

None of this would have happened without the presence of a great number of people at that Assembly. This presence of
people showed strong support for what we asked. This presence showed that we believed our community could do better

for neighbors in need. Our city and county officials heard us because a great number of people is hard to ignore.
Once again, it is time to begin reaching out to others to bring more concerned people to this year’s Nehemiah Action

Assembly on Tuesday, April 9, 7-8:30 PM. By gathering a great number of people, 
officials see our seriousness and hear our concerns. And they respond!

Last year, people in our parish stepped up to the plate, bringing over 75 family members, friends, neighbors, 
and co-workers to the Nehemiah Action. 

On Sunday February 4, 12:30 we will hold a meeting at St. John XXIII to begin getting commitments to attend this
year’s Nehemiah Action Assembly. We need you to come on February 4 and help us to personally invite others to the

Nehemiah Assembly on April 9. It is a way to do justice. It is a way to help those in need. 
It is a way to live out our Catholic faith.

Come and join us as we do the work of justice that our God calls all of us to do.

(Please note that the presentation on “Rethinking Justice”, by Fr. Dan Noll that was cancelled will be 
rescheduled for a later date.)

For more information contact any of the following St. John 23 Justice Knox Team members:

                   Paul Schaffer: 865-389-2233           Sue Stephens: 865-386-7480              Joe Haas: 865-274-9030
                   Peg Hart: 865-579-4278                  Joan Clevenger: 865-233-7777           Charles Jones: 404-277-2685



Social Ministry Report for 2023
St. John XXIII Parish

 Mission Statement: Guided by the Holy Spirit, the members of the Social Concerns Committee of St. John XXIII are
missioned to encourage parishioners to work for social change that respects all people and protects creation, based on

Biblical values and Catholic Social teaching. In that, we hope to collaborate with other parishes and organizations.

This report will be presented in four parts over four weeks. These four parts are:

Paying attention to Catholic Social Teaching1.
Living the Corporal Works of MercyPart I: Welcoming the Stranger, Visiting the Sick, Visiting the
Imprisoned

2.

Living the Corporal Works of MercyPart 2: Food for the hungry, Drink for the thirsty, clothe the naked.3.
Social Justice and Financial Assistance. 4.

PAYING ATTENTION TO CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHING

Study and Reflection by Social Concerns Committee                                                                     
During 2023, the Social Concerns Committee broadened its understanding of Catholic social teaching by reading Tilling
the Church (Lennan) and Siblings All, Sign of the Times (Cardinal Czerny and Christian Barone). Tilling the Church is
a theology of the pilgrim church showing how the Church anticipates the promised reign of God, but lives immersed in
the present world. He shows how God’s grace “tills” the Church with Gospel focused refreshment and change. Sibling

All, Sign of the Times emerges as a plan of how the encyclical Fratelli Tutti (Pope Francis, 2020) can transmit the Gospel
to the contemporary world. 

The book stresses four aspects of Pope Francis’ encyclical: 
Pastoral life is intrinsic to doctrinal teaching. 1.
Church is the people of God on the way to salvation. 2.
Care for our Common Home.3.
Dialogue is the path and collaboration is the method. 4.

Insight and Awareness                                                                                              
This program provides a weekly link to an article drawn from recognized Catholic media which presents coverage of

current events in the church or a commentary on the teachings of the Catholic Church. The link is presented in the online
bulletin and all topics presented to date are listed and available on the St. John XXIII website. Topic 62  thru Topic 107
were posted on the Insights and Awareness section of the parish website.in 2023. On December 3rd after the 11:30 AM

Mass, a presentation explaining this program was given. Informed by feedback from this session, we will work on
designing an index of all past topics. We will also post information explaining why this learning program is important.



Proposals from the First Session of the Synod of Bishops

On October 9, 2021, Pope Francis began a world-wide conversation involving all Catholic Churches. The event was focused
on a Synod of Bishops which met for the first time in Rome in October of 2023, involving Bishops with other members of
the people of God gathered around them. St. John XXIII Parish participated in this process by completing a poll from the

diocese which had to be completed by January of 2022. The parish then held a series of small meetings and Fr. Rich
submitted a final report to the Diocese in March of 2022. The Diocese of Knoxville sent their summary report summarizing

what the parishes said to the US Bishops’ office in June of 2022. 

The results of October’s first gathering of the Synod of Bishops is available in Insight and Awareness #100 found on our
parish website: https://www.john23rd.org/insights 

There will be a second and final meeting in October of 2024. Now, during the time in between the two Octobers, the
members of the Synod hope to return the action to the local churches hoping they would do what they deemed reasonable to

further this process. 

To give you a flavor of this gathering, the Social Ministry Committee presents this week and again in the coming months,
proposals that came from the October Synod. We eliminated proposals that address theologians, Canon Law, or the church

on the diocesan level and above. These proposals are possible paths that can be taken in going forward as Church. We don’t
expect to implement all these proposals, but listing to them will share a sense of the spirit of last October’s Synod better than

the many articles, even in the Catholic press, which present this process as dangerous, irrelevant, or utopian. 

Proposals to make our parish a better participant in this Synodal process:
The richness and depth of this process calls us to expand participation, and overcomes the obstacles to participation. 1.
There is a need to find ways to involve the clergy (deacons, priests, bishops) more actively during the course of 2024. 2.
The culture of the parish needs to become more intergenerational, with spaces for young people to speak freely for
themselves. 

3.

Church teaching, liturgy, and practice must more explicitly and more carefully integrate the biblical and theological
grounding for integral care for the earth. 

4.

The future of the Roman Catholic Church will rise from this process involving lay people, those in consecrated life, deacons
and priests – the whole church and everyone in the church. We will offer more proposals from the first session next month.  





NEXT WEEK’S EVENTS
January 29-February 4

              Monday:          4:00 pm - Confessions
                                        5:05 pm - Daily Mass

              Tuesday:          5:05 pm - Daily Mass 

         Wednesday:          5:05 pm - Daily Mass
                                        7:00 pm - VolCatholic 

            Thursday:          4:00 pm - Confessions
                                        5:05 pm - Daily Mass
                                        7:00 pm - Adult Enrichment

                  Friday:       12:00 pm - Angelus/Rosary
                                        3:00 pm - Divine Mercy Chaplet 
                                        4:30 pm - Evening Prayer
                                        5:05 pm - First Friday Mass
                                        5:30 pm - Exposition with Benediction

             Saturday:          5:30 pm - Mass 

                Sunday:           9:00 am - Mass 
                                       10:00 am - Adult Bible Study
                                       11:15 am - Mass
                                       12:30 pm - Justice Knox Meeting
                                         5:30 pm - Mass
                                         6:30 pm - Sunday Supper
                                         9:00 pm - Mass

Insights and Awareness 
Topic 110 - 

Peru’s Cardinal Barreto

Peru’s Cardinal Barreto on what the Amazon synod
and Latin America can teach the entire church.

You can view this topic at:
https://www.john23rd.org/insights 

(Sponsored by the Social Concerns Committee)

St. John XXIII Welcomes Dan Macalinao, CSP

Year: Third Theology

Home: Manilla, Philippines 

Home Parish: St. James the Great in Manila, Philippines

Patron Saint: St. Paul the Apostle

Education: B.A. in Molecular Biology and Biochemistry, Wesleyan
University; Ph.D. in Cancer Biology, Gerstner Sloan Kettering
Graduate School of Biomedical Science 

Current Location: Paulist House of Mission and Studies in
Washington, DC

https://volcatholic.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=fa5aadd2c8d03dc129c7e0790&id=5673bafa4d&e=59fd83a52a
mailto:emma@john23rd.org
mailto:emma@john23rd.org


Bishop’s Appeal

The Bishop’s Appeal for Ministries begins with a mailing that
many of our parishioners have received or will soon receive.

Your gift not only funds many of the operations of the Diocese
of Knoxville, but it also funds services that are of great help to

the ministries here in our parish. 

Each Appeal enables the diocese to build up the kingdom of God
throughout East Tennessee. God gives us all that we have. Even
when we want to believe that our successes are self-made, we
know that it is God who has blessed us abundantly with all we

have. He is always giving to us. His grace is always there for us. 

One way that we can show our gratitude is
by offering our generous financial support
to our parish and to our diocese and to the

Church throughout the world. The gifts that
we give enable ministries, education and

services that touch thousands of lives.

Prayer Requests  

Let us pray for peace and justice throughout the world.
Other prayers are needed for Jo Andrews, Vic

Kaminsky, Erin Kirkpatrick, Scott Hernandez, Kylie
Hemphill, Dominic Mackey, Chance Adams, Jeyden,
Dominic, Peg Hart, John Fox, Karen Pearson Rich,
Connie Beeler, Christine Wade, Jerry Carney, V. J.

D’Innocenzo and his family, Beth Long, the family of
Mufide Rende, Emilian, Charles, the Riser Family, the
Mencher family, Brady Seymour, Christopher Clarke,
Donald, the Hoffstetler family, Patty Murphy, Carlos,

Michel, Fernando, Esteban, Sebastian, Margaret
Dusichka, Diane Dusichka, Ray Bieniek, Geneva

Stewart, Anna Platfoot, Brendan Barry, Ernst Edel,
displaced tenants of Walker Springs Apartments, the

Acheampong family, the Odoi family, the Bentil family,
the Thompson family, the Deku family, Tom Mulligan,
Tom Walsh, residents of Serene Manor, those serving in

the military, and for any too reserved to let us know.
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