
ST. STANISLAUS KOSTKA 

PARISH 

the SANCTUARY of THE DIVINE MERCY 

Self Guided Tour  

“Along the frenetic Kennedy Expressway, 
in the heart of Chicago,  
St. Stanislaus Kostka Church/ 
the Sanctuary of The Divine Mercy,  
stands as a  
sign of contradiction,  
a light to the world,  
an oasis of life-giving water  
calling all of God’s people  
to find peace  
by turning with trust  
to The Divine Mercy.”      
   Fr. Anthony Buś, C.R. 
   

Sacred Space... 

...in the Heart 

      of Chicago 

www.ststanschurch.org 

Find Us 

  

 St. Stanislaus Kostka/  the  Sanctuary of The Divine 
Mercy is centrally located and easily accessible from all 
parts of Chicago.  The church is located just west of the 

Kennedy Expressway (94).  Exit at Division St, travel one 

block west to Noble.  The church is located 2 blocks north 
of Division Street on Noble.   

/ 

ST. STANISLAUS KOSTKA PARISH 

the SANCTUARY of THE DIVINE MERCY 

1357 N. Noble St. (at Evergreen Ave.) 

Rev. Anthony Buś, C.R., Pastor 
 

Parish Office 

1351 W. Evergreen Ave. 

Chicago, IL 60642 

Hours: M-F 9 a.m. -Noon, 1:30 p.m.- 5:00 p.m. 

Telephone: 773-278-2470 

Fax: 773-278-9550 

E-mail: ststansk@comcast.net 

www.ststanschurch.org 

St. Stanislaus Kostka First Polish Church in Chicago 

Designed and built by famed architect Patrick C. Keely, 
who earlier had built 
Chicago’s Holy Name 
Cathedral, St. Stani-
slaus Kostka is consid-
ered the “Mother 
Church” since it’s first 
Pastor Rev. Vincent 
Barzynski help found 
over 23 churches in 
Chicago between 
1872 and 1899.  

The Church is mod-
eled after a church in 
Krakow. The corner-
stone of the current 
church building was 
laid on July 1, 1877.  
It took 16 years to 
complete the outside 
structure. The church 

is  Romanesque architecture with 
white brick and stone trimmings. 
It is 200 feet long and 80 feet 
wide. The original cupolas were 
added in 1892.  Unfortunately, 
the south cupola was destroyed 
by lightning in 1967.  The north 
cupola was rebuilt in a simpler 
style in 2002. A statue of St. 
Stanislaus Kostka carrying baby 
Jesus is at the top of the church. 

Since the necessary repairs to the roof trusses in 2011, 
an overall restoration started including the exterior and 
grounds.  For the first time the church has signage 
with information about the ser-
vices.  A new pair of doors were 
installed in the center and new 
doors are expected on the left 
and right side. The doors, con-
structed of oak, are the work of 
Polish craftsmen in the Highland 

Górale tradition.  

In addition, the grounds and 
parking  now have a direct entrance from Noble street, 
and the school is more included into the whole cam-
pus.  There are other ongoing beautifications around 
the grounds to unify the Church and school area.   

On Going Interior Restoration  

The massive interior saw a large repair during 2011. 
Due to the reparation of the ceiling trusses, there are 
visible holding cables to stabilize the trusses and roof.  
The style has tall columns in a basilica style, lined 
with stained glass windows.    

The Story of the Life of St. Stanislaus Kostka is de-
picted in a colorful series of beautiful mural painting 
which embellish the upper nave walls of the church, 
all of the work was done by Deprato Studios.  

During the repair, an overall restoration of the church 
interior started once the ceiling repairs were complet-
ed. Still ongoing is the painting of the interior, the 
repurposing of original pews with a new design and 
configuration, the refinishing of the wood floors, not 
originals, but covered with carpet for many years. 
Also the restoration of the Main Altar, the Altar of 
Sacrifice and the Ambo all done by artists Stefan Nie-
dorezo and Malgorzata Zawczuk. 

St. Stanislaus Kostka still has a long way to go. The 
restoration continues with pending projects such as 
the communion railing along the front of the church 
and the installation of a statue of Mother Theresa 
Dudzik, foundress of the Franciscan Sisters of Chica-
go, here at St. Stanislaus Kostka.   

Other ongoing projects are the finishing of the LED 
lighting throughout the church, the sound systems, 
the floor on the altar,  the lower church area , handi-
cap accessibility and other non visible necessary re-
placement like the boilers/heaters.  

In 2017 St. Stanislaus Kostka will celebrate its 150 
years, no small feat considering other churches have 
been closed, or demolished.  
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There are two size of lamps 
designed by the Tiffany Stu-
dio in St. Louis and  were  
rewired in 2012 with LED 
lighting. All of the lamps 
were originally installed in 
1908.  

At the back of the church, the balcony area houses 
the stained glass of St. Cecelia , and the organ which 
was installed in 1924 from Germany  and is still in use 
today for all of the masses and services. 

The Story of the Life of St. Stanislaus Kostka is de-
picted in a colorful series of beautiful mural paintings, 
which embellish the upper nave walls of the church, 
the work was done by Deprato Studios. 

At the Nave’s wall in the center of the church, it 
shows the Resurrectionist Coat of Arms, which are all 
of the saints paintings done by Zukotynkski. The 
Saints portrait are from left to right : St. Hedwig, 
Stanislaus Bishop & Martyr, St. Casimir, St. John Can-
tius, Vision of St. Stanisluas Kostka, St. Andrew Bobo-
la, Blessed Czeslaw, St. Hyacinth, Blessed Branislawa.  

To the right side of the church, the iconic mon-
strance of Our Lady of the Sign, Ark of Mercy, carved 
in linden wood by Stefan Niedorezo, a Polish master 
sculptor.  All of the work was done here in the 
parish’s rectory in the 3th floor art studio.  It took 
two years to complete and is covered in gold leaf. 

 As the Sanctuary of the Divine Mercy, the picture of 
the Divine Mercy was installed in 2007, and is a 
faithful copy of the original from Poland. 

To each side of the church, 
there are Stained Glass win-
dows, 16 altogether depicting 
the mysteries of the rosary. 
The designs were created by 
Professor Franz X. Zettler of 
the Royal Bavarian Institute 
of Art in Munich, Germany 
and installed in 1903. Polish 
parishioners donated them at 
that time. 

Also, along the side walls are 
the Stations of the Cross, 14 
wooden pictures depicting 
the passion of Jesus during 
his last week.  Between 2009 
and 2010 they were restored. 
Originally  donated by Polish 
immigrants, when first in-
stalled.  

The two niches on each side of the main altar, 
showcase  the two immigrant cultures of the parish 
Polish and Hispanic. Our Lady of Czestochowa  altar 
was recently restored. The painting was brought 
from Poland during World War II.  

The restored altar of Our Lady of Guadalupe was 
done by Marlgozata Zawczuk and was funded by  
the Hispanic community at St. Stanislaus Kostka in 
2013. The image was brought into the parish in the 
late 60’s as the influence of immigrants in the neigh-
borhood changed during that time. 

Above the saints is an oil paint canvas portraying 
“The Risen Lord” . The painting was done by Polish 
Painter Count Tadeusz Zukotynski, commissioned to 
paint the sanctuary in 1895. Zukotynski came to the 
United States in 1884 and worked in Chicago for a 
number of years. The sanctuary decoration was com-
pleted in 1899.  

Central aisle of the 
church building, 
barrel-vaulted ceil-
ing Deprato’s art-
ists painted a field 
of shaded golden 
yellow at the apex 
of the vault, then 
following the curve 
downward and 
separated by wavy 
lines, creating a 
beautiful design in 
colors and gold 
enriches the length 
of the nave ceiling. 


