
 

♦ Are you considering asking any additional person or 
group to lead any other kind of funeral rituals besides 
the Catholic Funeral Rite?  If so, who, what and when 
are you asking this to occur?  

♦ What information do you want to put in the obituary 
for the deceased? Double check to make sure dates, 
times and places for the Funeral services are correct.  

♦ Leave your contact information with the priest or dea-
con with whom you are working:  

 -Your cell number 
 -Your email address  
 

At the PARISH, you will receive help preparing all three 
parts of the Catholic Funeral. The priest or parish repre-
sentative will help you with the details concerning the fu-
neral, such as funeral readings, music options, and how 
family and friends can participate in the funeral services.   
 
At the FUNERAL HOME, the director will also help you 
plan for details of the wake, funeral and committal. You 
will have to choose a casket, an important consumer option 
with a considerable price range. If you want, the director 
can help you order flowers and provide transportation for 
your family for the funeral Mass and burial at the Ceme-
tery. You will also be asked to provide information for a 
death notice or obituary in the newspaper and possibly on-
line. Bring as much vital statistic information as you can, 
such as your deceased loved one’s social security number, 
life insurance information etc.  

 
At the CEMETERY, a representative will assist you in 
selecting a burial location, including memorialization op-
tions. This includes cremation memorialization options. 
These consumer choices at the cemetery are significant 
long-term decisions. This is why the Catholic Church rec-
ommends planning ahead, so that choices can be made 
without the heavy sorrow which can be so debilitating at 
the time of death.  

 

A helpful resource is the Diocese of Baton Rouge Guidelines for Cath-

olic Funerals, The Bright Promise of Immortality, found at the Dio-

cese of Baton Rouge website, www.diobr.org 
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WHAT TO DO WHEN A CATHOLIC DIES 
Step by Step on how to schedule a Catholic funeral  
 
After a Catholic dies, a Catholic priest or deacon should be 
called from the parish in which the deceased is registered to 
discuss and finalize the funeral plans desired by the person or 
persons representing the deceased. This conversation is to pro-
pose tentative plans which will be useful in making sure the 
facilities and the priest or deacon conducting the services are 
available. It also can be helpful for the person or persons pre-
paring the funeral plans in conversation with the Funeral Direc-
tor. Sometimes the family desires to conclude the all funeral 
preparations as quickly as possible.  Arrangements are made 
with a funeral home, an obituary is published and then finally a 
priest or deacon is contacted to do the services. This can create 
major problems.  If preparations are made without first con-
sulting with the priest or deacon who is being asked to lead, 
there is a considerable chance that the date and time desired 
may not be available. Contact the priest or deacon you are ask-
ing to help you first. Here are some steps to assist you:  
 
1. After death has occurred, call the parish pastor of the  
       person who has died, or your pastor, to consider funeral  
        plans. It is customary to first contact the pastor of the par 
        ish to which the deceased was affiliated. He can pray with 
        you, comfort your family and answer any questions you  
        may have during the next difficult days.  
 
        If the person has not been affiliated with a Catholic Church,  
        contact the nearest Catholic Parish for assistance. Please    
        also note that a Catholic priest or deacon can lead some  
        parts of the Catholic Funeral rites for someone who is non- 
        Catholic.  
 
2. After you have talked to a priest, contact a funeral 

director and the cemetery. Since the arrangements for 
death and burial require significant choices, it is important 
not to hand over all responsibility for the vigil, funeral and 
burial to a funeral director alone. You can –and should—
talk to both the priest and the cemetery officer yourself as 
well. After major decisions have taken place, the funeral 
director can confirm your plans. Unless an autopsy is ex-
pected, the funeral director will send a car to convey the 
body from its place of death to the funeral home.  

 
3.    Do not schedule any dates or times with the funeral 

home until and unless you have confirmed with the 
priest or deacon who will lead these services. There 
are three parts to a Catholic funeral: 

♦ The Vigil or Wake Service 

♦ The Funeral with or without Mass 

♦ The Committal or Burial. 
 

Each of these parts, if celebrated, needs to be scheduled 
with the priest or deacon.  

 
       Contact the funeral home with these tentative preparations  
       to make sure that the funeral home can provide the assis- 
       tance you are seeking.  
 
4.   Confirm information from the funeral home back with the 

priest or deacon with whom you are preparing the funeral.  
 

5.    Schedule time with priest or deacon handling the funeral  
        service to prepare the funeral details (readings, ministers, 

music).  
 

� � � � � � �  
 
What are some important questions to consider?? 
 

♦ What day for the funeral are you seeking?  What 
time of the day are you seeking?  

♦ Which priest or deacon are you asking to lead the  
       funeral service(s)? There are three parts to a  
       Catholic funeral.  

♦ Where will the funeral take place? 

♦ Will you want a funeral wake service at the funeral 
home? At the Church? In both places?  What day 
and what time for this are you seeking?  

♦ Will there be a funeral with Mass; or, a funeral 
without Mass? A funeral with Mass must take place 
in a Catholic Church.  

♦ Which funeral home will you use? 

♦ Where and when will the burial take place?  Will 
there be cremation? If so, where and when and by 
whom? 

 


