The Rite of Election in English will be held on Sunday, February 22, 2026, at St. Joseph’s Cathedral. 
1:00 p.m. for East, Northeast & Northwest Deaneries. 
4:00 p.m. for Baton Rouge & South Deaneries

The Rite of Election in Spanish will be held on Sunday, March 8, 2026, at 2:30 p.m. at St. Joseph’s Cathedral.
A parish should choose to register at the Rite of Election appropriate to the language required.  
· The attached excel spreadsheet needs to be completed by each Parish RCIA Coordinator. 
· IF YOU DO NOT KNOW WHICH DEANERY YOUR PARISH IS IN, PLEASE CHECK THE WEBSITE:  https://diobr.org/parishes
· Type the information requested or select from a drop-down list. 
· The drop-down selection fields are highlighted in yellow. There are 4 fields: Deanery, Parish, Status and Type.
· Save the spreadsheet with your parish name and email to cberlinger@diobr.org. 
· DO NOT SEND FAXES and DO NOT HANDWRITE. 
· Make sure to include the number of seats needed. This number should include the candidate, sponsor, parents, godparents, and RCIA team members. There will be limited seating, but every effort will be made to accommodate all. 
· Verify that all names are spelled correctly prior to submitting.  The names will appear in the program exactly as you enter it on your form. 
· RETURN THE COMPLETED FORM BY JANUARY 26, 2026.
On the day of the service, make sure that you bring the Book of Elect with you. If you want to make name tags for the candidates and sponsors you may, but it is not required. Plan a meeting location for your group to check in with the parish coordinator. Once all have arrived, the coordinator should go to the registration table and check in. Then the group can be seated in the assigned pews for your parish. 
A reception will follow the service in the Cathedral Hall.
