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INTRODUCTION 
 

Rooted in the Catholic tradition, Shrine Catholic High School challeng-
es students to integrate their academic, athletic, and artistic potential as 
future Christian leaders. For over 75 years, Shrine Catholic High School 
has provided faith based education to Royal Oak and surrounding com-
munities. Shrine Catholic High School is a four-year, parish, college 
preparatory, co-educational high school founded in 1941 that educates 
students from ninth through twelfth grade  
 

The curriculum of Shrine Catholic High School challenges the most am-
bitious students as well as those choosing a standard college prep course 
schedule. Our offerings include ten Advanced Placement courses, seven 
Honors courses, Online/Distance Learning as well as dual enrollment 
opportunities with several universities.  
 

26 credits are required to earn a Shrine Catholic diploma. Many students 
exceed the minimum graduation requirements over their four years of 
high school. This catalog suggests course sequences that ensure the 
maximum educational benefits.  
 

Shrine Catholic High School Graduation Requirements 
26 credits are required 

 
  Subject Area   Credits Required 
 
  Theology    4 
 English    4 
 Mathematics    4 
 Science    3 
 Social Studies    3 
 Foreign Language   2 
 Physical Fitness &  
         Health Management  1 
 Fine & Performing Arts  1 
 Public Speaking   .5 
 Electives    3.5 
 
  Total     26  
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The Academic Semester 
 

Shrine Catholic High School operates on a semester grading 
system.  Credits are awarded upon the successful completion of a 
semester’s work in a course.  One half credit will be earned for 
each subject successfully completed unless otherwise noted in the 
course description.  Quarter grades are issued after approximately 
nine and eighteen weeks in a semester.  A semester exam or pro-
ject is also calculated into the semester grade. Only semester 
grades become part of the permanent record for a student. 
 
Parents may monitor their students’ performance in all classes 
through PlusPortals (www.plusportals.com\ShrineCatholic).  
Teachers will post information regarding their classes on a timely 
basis.  In turn, students and parents are assigned activation codes.  
Once logged in to PlusPortals parents and students can access as-
signments, refer to testing and quiz schedules, obtain progress re-
ports, report cards and Principal’s list letters to name a few.  No 
progress reports will be mailed home. The PlusPortals system is an 
efficient communication system that keeps all parties fully in-
formed.  
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Grading Scale 
College Preparatory and Honors/AP Courses 

     
Grade              Range    Quality Points     Quality Points 

       College Prep   Honors/AP Courses 
A   93-100          4.00  5.00 
A-   90-92            3.67            4.67 
B+   87-89          3.33     4.33 
B   83-86          3.00  4.00 
B-   80-82          2.67  3.67 
C+            77-79            2.33            3.33 
C   73-76          2.00  3.00 
C-   70-72          1.67            2.67 
D+   67-69          1.33            2.33 
D   63-66          1.00            2.00 
D-   60-62            .67           1.67 

  F   59-0               0               0 

 

Grade Point Average 
The GPA is computed according to the following formula:  quality 
points divided by the number of credits attempted to equal the GPA. 

 
Principal’s List and Honor Roll 

There are two honor roll designations available to all Shrine Catholic 
High School students.  These honor rolls pertain to only the quarter 
grades and not the semester grades.  Students who earn a 4.0 GPA or 
higher in any given quarter, with no grades below a B-, are recognized 
on the Principal’s List.  Any student who earns a GPA above 3.20 for 
any given quarter, are Honor Roll students.  Students who achieve ei-
ther of those two designations for quarters one, two and three are con-
sidered Honor Students for the year and receive recognition at the Hon-
ors Banquet in the spring.  Students who have earned a cumulative 
GPA of at least a 3.50 are considered candidates for the National Hon-
or Society beginning in the sophomore year.  
  

Academic Probation 
A Shrine student must maintain at least a “C” (2.0) GPA cumulative 
each semester in order to remain in good standing.  A student not 
achieving at that level will be placed on Academic Probation for the 
following semester.  While on Academic Probation a student must earn 
a 2.0 GPA for that Probation Semester.  In addition, a student may not 
receive any failing grades during the Probation Semester.  A student 
failing to earn a 2.0 GPA during the Probation Semester may be asked 
to withdraw from Shrine Catholic High School. 
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Honors and Advanced Placement Courses 

Honors and Advanced Placement level courses exist in English, 
Mathematics, Science and Social Studies.  Advanced Placement 
courses are available online for a variety of subjects.  Criteria exist 
for placement into Honors or Advanced Placement courses.  Stu-
dents should: 

 Complete the current year’s course in the same subject 
area with an “A” grade for the second semester. 

 Obtain the recommendation for Honors or AP from the 
current instructor. 

 Score in the 90th percentile or above in the subject area 
on the national standardized test that was administered 
during the current school year. 

 
Advanced Placement 

Shrine Catholic High School offers ten certified Advanced Place-
ment (AP) courses: 

 English Literature and Language (Grade 11) 
 English Language and Composition (Grade 12) 
 United States History (Grade 10) 
 World History (Grade 11) 
 Calculus (Grade 12) 
 Chemistry (Grade 11-12) 
 Physics 1, Physics 2 (Grade 11-12) 
 Biology (Grade 11-12) 
 Microeconomics (Grade 12) 
 Macroeconomics (Grade 12) 

 
Additionally, students may enroll in online Advanced Placement 
courses through the Michigan Virtual High School.   
 
AP courses are regulated through The College Board and provide 
students with the opportunity to earn college credits while still in 
high school.  Teachers of AP classes must enroll in AP training clas-
ses and submit their syllabus for approval by the College Board.  
Only then may a high school describe a course as “Advanced Place-
ment.”  Students must be recommended for AP courses by their 
teachers and qualify with the same criteria used for Honors course 
recommendations.  AP courses are also graded and weighted on the 
Honors scale outlined in this catalog. 
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Students enrolling in AP courses do so with the understanding that 
they are required to take the AP exam in May, just pr ior  to final 
exams.  The fee for the exam is established by the College Board 
and is generally in the $90-$100 range.  While this is a significant 
fee for a single exam, the financial benefit is considerable in com-
parison to the cost of a four credit college course at a community 
college or university. AP credits are widely accepted by most U.S. 
universities.   
 
Exams are scored on a scale of 1 – 5 (five being the best score that 
can be obtained).  Students scoring a three or higher on the exam 
can earn credit and place-out of certain first year courses required by 
their college.  Accepting colleges establish their own policies rela-
tive to the acceptance of these credits and how they are applied.  
Families can review specific college policies regarding AP credit by 
researching at www.collegeboard.org/apcreditpolicy. 
 

Continuation in Advanced Level Courses 
To maintain the placement in Honors or Advanced Placement cours-
es from one year to the next, a student must achieve no less than a 
“B” grade in the Honors or Advanced Placement course in which 
they are currently enrolled.  The current teacher must also recom-
mend the student for continued enrollment at the honors level. 
 
Shrine Catholic High School does not “track” students.  That is to 
say that students may be enrolled at the Honors or Advanced Place-
ment level in certain subject areas but not in others.  The decision to 
enroll in Honors or AP courses for qualified students should be 
made while considering all that has been mentioned above.  Clearly 
stated, the expectations and time commitment for students enrolled 
in Honors courses are higher and, AP courses are likely to be even 
more demanding.  Therefore, students and their parents must make 
an individual determination as to the number of these courses that 
are reasonable in a given year.  Parents are encouraged to consult 
with your student’s counselor to assess a reasonable load. 
 

Academic Support 
Shrine Catholic High School provides academic support for stu-
dents.  Student tutors are provided by the National Honor Society by 
contacting one of the co-moderators of NHS. Also, referrals for edu-
cational professionals in the community are available from the coun-
seling office.  
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Midterm and Semester Final Exam Policy 

Midterm and Semester Final exams must be taken during the assigned 
exam schedule. Teachers are not permitted to give exams earlier than 
scheduled. Students with conflicts will make arrangements with the 
Counseling staff to take missed exams after the scheduled exam peri-
od.  
 

Dual Enrollment 
Junior and senior students have the opportunity to take college classes 
while attending high school.  The State of Michigan has recently en-
acted legislation that permits students in private schools to receive 
some monetary assistance for DUAL ENROLLMENT classes. 
 

There are a number of specific conditions regarding eligibility both 
from the State of Michigan and Shrine Catholic High School. 
 

State of Michigan requirements: 
A student must have qualifying standardized assessment scores on the 
EXPLORE, PLAN, PSAT, MME or the ACT. 
 

The course cannot be a required academic class or one offered by the 
high school (unless there is a scheduling conflict which makes a 
course unavailable). 
 

 College courses cannot be in physical education, theology, hob-
bies, crafts, or be recreational in nature. 

 The student must demonstrate college readiness and personal re-
sponsibility to pursue this academic endeavor. 

 The course may not be taken during the summer term. 
 International students with an active student visa cannot partici-

pate. 
 If a course is not completed, or the student fails the course, the 

student must repay all expenses to the Treasury Department of the 
State of Michigan. 

 Eligible students may elect no more than 10 courses while in high 
school. 

 

Shrine Catholic High School requirements: 
Participation in dual enrollment does not exempt a student from earn-
ing all the required credits for graduation as specified in the school 
handbook. 
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DUAL ENROLLMENT classes must be taken at times that do not 
conflict with the normal school schedule.  Late afternoon, or online 
university classes are permitted. 
Although some compensation from the State of Michigan and re-
duced fees from the university will offset the cost of these classes, 
DUAL ENROLLMENT remains the financial responsibility of 
individual families and has no bearing on the tuition costs at 
Shrine. 
Due to the restrictions and deadlines involved, it is very important 
that students seeking eligibility be in contact with Mrs. Hotts, or 
Mrs. Piazzon about DUAL ENROLLMENT. 
 Students are permitted to take evening college courses for Col-

lege credit, but these classes do not qualify for the State of Mich-
igan tuition assistance.  However, some universities offer re-
duced tuition to Shrine Students.  Students should see Mrs. Hotts 
or Mrs. Piazzon for specifics. 

 
 Co-Curricular Organizations / Athletics 

Shrine Catholic High School provides a variety of opportunities for 
learning outside the classroom to develop a students spiritual, social, 
physical and artistic potential.  Team and club sports, leadership 
groups, musical ensembles and academic clubs can be very worth-
while endeavors but can be time-consuming. Students should con-
sider their involvement in the following activites when selecting 
courses for the upcoming school year: 
 
NHS    Vocal and Instrumental Choirs  
Athletic Teams  World Languages Club 
Gamers Club   Musical and Drama Performances 
Comic Club   Student Government 
Musical/Play    
Robotics 
Vocations Club    
 
A balanced lifestyle includes adequate time for academic studies and 
co-curricular activities as well as appropriate family time, nutrition 
and sleep. 
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Christian Service Hours 
All Shrine Catholic High School students are required to complete a 
minimum of ten (10) service hours per school year and to complete 
their pre-approved paperwork documenting those hours by the end of 
the 3rd quarter.  Students must also complete.  Students who earn 100 
or more service hours in total for their 4 years of high school may earn 
a graduation service cord. 

 
Online / Distance Learning 

Shrine Catholic High School subscribes to the Michigan Virtual High 
School, a private, not-for-profit, corporation.  Established to meet the 
educational needs of Michigan high school students, MVHS provides 
electronic, distance learning opportunities through modern technolo-
gies.  Through MVHS, Shrine students may take courses that are not 
always available in our standard curriculum.  The offerings range 
from Advanced Placement classes to non-traditional elective courses.   
 
The cost for enrollment ranges from $350-$450 per semester.  Stu-
dents must apply for enrollment through their counselor.  A limited 
number of seats are available.  Shrine Catholic High School will 
award credit for the successful completion of approved courses and 
the on-site supervisor of the MVHS program will issue a grade which 
will be treated as any other academic grade in our system. 
When students enroll in an online course because a scheduling con-
flict exists that cannot be resolved, Shrine Catholic High School will 
be responsible for the cost associated with the student’s enrollment.  
However, if a student wishes to enroll in an online course as an elec-
tive or for the purpose of providing space in their schedule of classes 
for an elective class, the student’s family will be required to pay the 
fee for the course.  Any student who fails an online course that the 
school has paid for will be required to reimburse the school.  Like-
wise, any student who is enrolled in an online course must complete 
that course.  If a student chooses to drop the course his or her family 
must reimburse the high school. 
 
You may view the range of courses available and gather more infor-
mation by visiting the web site at www.mivhs.com.  
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Schedule Changes 
 

Since course selections should be made only after careful consulta-
tion with parents, teachers and counselors, we do not anticipate 
changes when students return in the fall.  After completion of the 
course selection process with the counselor in the spring and taking 
into account teacher recommendations, classes are planned and teach-
ers are assigned to accommodate these requests.     
 

Schedule changes have a serious effect on class size, teacher assign-
ments and the overall master schedule.  All students are strongly en-
couraged to remain with the schedule they plan for themselves during 
the spring scheduling period.  All students will attend their current 
classes until permission for a new schedule is granted.    
 

Schedule Change Guidelines: 
 

 At the start of the school year, at the beginning of the second se-
mester and after the end of the school year there will be a 2 week 
time frame for all schedule changes to be made.  After the two 
week time frame expires, schedule changes will not be allowed.   
 

 Please note: Due to this two week time frame, students may be 
required to make a decision about whether or not to stay in a class 
without having a grade in that class.  Their decision must be made 
based on careful review of the syllabus and understanding of the 
pace and rigor of a course.  Students must consult with their 
teacher to gain this understanding.  This policy is put in place to 
ensure that students who do change classes are able to catch up in 
a new class after missing a significant amount of time.  Any long-
er time frame would result in a situation where it may not be pos-
sible to make up work missed from the beginning of a course.   
 

 Seniors who elect to change their schedule after a transcript has 
been sent to a college or university will be required to submit in 
writing an explanation to each university giving the rationale for 
the course change. 

 

 Parents will be charged a $40 fee for any student/parent initiated 
schedule changes that occur within the drop/add time frame.  

 No charge will be assessed when a schedule change is Teacher/
Administrator initiated. 
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 Teachers/Administrators may initiate changes to a stu-

dent schedule for reasons including, but not limited to: 
 Academic placement  
 A course does not fit into the student’s schedule re-

quiring that the student select an alternative course  
 Insufficient enrollment to offer a course requiring the 
student to select an alternative course 

 
Parents/Students may initiate a schedule change within the 
two week time frame to request a change in a course(s) only after 
careful reflection about student’s goals and in consultation with 
the teacher and the counselor.  Students must discuss any sched-
ule changes with their teachers.  Schedule Changes will not be 
made to satisfy a student’s convenience for reasons including, 
but not limited to: 

 Teacher preference 
 Class period/time of day preference 
 The desire for a schedule without a first or last period 

class 
 Student lunch period preference  

 
Schedule Change Process: From the end of the school year to 
June 30th.     
1. Consult with the counselor 
2. Complete and Obtain Necessary Paperwork  
3. Obtain the signature of parents/guardians and counselor 
4. Sign the form and return it to the counseling office.   
 
Schedule Change Process: Within the first two weeks of a se-
mester, after classes have already started. 
1. Consult with the teacher of the course and receive their ap-
proval for the change.  
2. Consult with the counselor 
3. Complete and obtain necessary paperwork  
4. Obtain the signature of parents/guardians, teacher(s) and coun-
selor 
5. Sign the form and return it to the counseling office. 
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THEOLOGY DEPARTMENT 
 
The religion curriculum of Shrine Catholic High School and Academy 
is based on the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops' Doctri-
nal Framework for the theological instruction for adolescents. The 
revised courses are described below.  New textbooks have been pub-
lished and adopted to support the new framework.  
 
002 Who is Jesus?  
1/2 Credit  Prerequisite:  9th grade status 
In this course students will be introduced to the mystery of Jesus 
Christ, the living Word of God.  Students will understand that Jesus 
Christ is the ultimate Revelation to us from God.  In learning about 
who he is, the students will also learn who he calls them to be. 
  
006 The Revelation of Jesus Christ in Scripture   
1/2  Credit Prerequisite:  9th grade status 
This course will give students a general knowledge and appreciation of 
the Sacred Scriptures.  Through their study of the Bible they will come 
to encounter Jesus.  They will be introduced to elements of both the 
Hebrew Scriptures and the Christian Scriptures. 
  
011 The Mission of Jesus Christ   
1/2  Credit Prerequisite:  10th grade status 
The purpose of this course is to help students understand all that God 
has done for us through his Son, Jesus Christ. Students will learn that 
they share in God’s redemption only in and through Jesus Christ. They 
will also be introduced to what it means to be a disciple of Christ and 
what life as a disciple entails. 
 
016 History of the Catholic Church  
1/2  credit  Prerequisite: 10th grade status 
This course presents a catechesis of the Church and the Body of Christ 
in history. Students will acquire a general knowledge of the Church’s 
history from apostolic times to the present especially pivotal events 
and figures with emphasis on how the Church was founded by Christ 
through the Apostles and is sustained by Him throughout history 
through the Holy Spirit. 
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021 Jesus Christ’s Mission Continues in the Church  
1/2  Credit Prerequisite:  11th grade status 
The purpose of this course is to help the students understand that in 
and through the Church they encounter the living Jesus Christ.  They 
will be introduced to the fact that the Church was founded by Christ 
through the Apostles and is sustained by him through the Holy Spirit.  
The students will come to know that the Church is the living Body of 
Christ today.  This Body has both divine and human elements.  In this 
course, students will learn not so much about events in the life of the 
Church but about the sacred nature of the Church. 
 
026 Sacraments as Privileged Encounters with Jesus Christ  
1/2  Credit Prerequisite:  11th grade status 
The purpose of this course is to help students understand that they can 
encounter Christ today in a full and real way in and through the sacra-
ments, and especially through the Eucharist.  Students will examine 
each of the sacraments in detail so as to learn how they may encounter 
Christ throughout life. 
  
031 Living as a Disciple of Jesus Christ in Society— 
1/2  Credit Prerequisite:  12th grade status 
The purpose of this course is to introduce students to the Church’s so-
cial teaching.  In this course, students are to learn how Christ’s con-
cern for others, especially the poor and needy, is present today in the 
Church’s social teaching and mission. 
 
036 Moral Life in Jesus Christ  
1/2  Credit Prerequisite:  12th grade status 
The purpose of this course is to help students understand that it is only 
through Christ that they can fully live out God’s plans for their lives.  
Students are to learn the moral concepts and precepts  that govern the 
lives of Christ’s disciples. 
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ENGLISH DEPARTMENT 
 
Note:  All students must take the full year of freshman, sophomore, jun-
ior, and senior English.  One semester of Speech is also required.  A 
MLA format research paper is required each year for all English stu-
dents. 
              
112 English I  
1 Credit Prerequisite:  9th grade status 
Students in this class develop a strong foundation of good writing and 
reading skills.  An introduction to the writing process and an overview of 
the steps and strategies needed to write expository and research papers is 
provided.  Spelling, punctuation, speaking, and grammar skills will be 
stressed.  Students review literature from a variety of genres. 
 
115 Honors English I         
1 Credit Prerequisite:  By Invitation   
This is an intensified English course for the ninth grade student who 
demonstrates excellence in English language and composition.  Students 
sharpen their writing ability by working on expository, narrative, re-
search, and creative pieces.  They develop critical and analytical reading 
skills through the reading of different literary genres.  Vocabulary and 
grammar skills are enhanced. 

 
122 English II                 
1 Credit Prerequisite:  English I 
This course explores American literature and the traditions reflected in 
our literary heritage.  Students will read literature from a wide range of 
American authors.  Vocabulary and grammar skills will continue to be 
developed.  Strategies for writing concise expository pieces with a strong 
thesis are emphasized. 
 
125 Honors English II                    
1 Credit  Prerequisite:  Honors English I or By Invitation 
This is an intensified English course for 10th grade students who demon-
strates excellence in English language and composition.  Students study 
American literature and literary heritage and analyze this literature with a 
special emphasis on theme, symbolism, and interpretation.  The develop-
ment and defense of a strong thesis as well as the enhancement of analyt-
ical writing skills is stressed. 
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132 English III    
1 Credit    Prerequisite:  English II 
In this course, British literature from the Anglo-Saxon period to the 
20th Century is analyzed, interpreted, and enjoyed.  Writing about the 
development of British literature challenges students to enhance their 
critical thinking and vocabulary skills.  Students are introduced to the 
field of literary criticism. 
 
135 Advanced Placement Literature and Composition 
1 Credit Prerequisite:  Honors English II or By Invitation 
This is a course for juniors that is designed to provide students with an 
academic experience similar to that of a college level literature course. 
With a focus on the British literary tradition from the Anglo-Saxon 
period to contemporary texts, students develop their analytical skills 
with a variety of genres including poetry, essays, novels and plays. 
The course also includes an introduction to literary criticism and ex-
amination of short stories by major American authors. Students regu-
larly participate in seminar discussions and produce several formal 
essays. All students are required to take the College Board AP English 
Literature & Composition Exam upon completion of the course, 
through which they may earn college credit. 
 
142 English IV                                                
1 Credit  Prerequisite:  English III 
English IV offers students the opportunity to explore world literature 
in the form of contemporary novels from North and South America, 
Europe, Asia, and Africa.  Students learn about the historical, politi-
cal, and cultural events that prompted the writing of these works and 
apply literary theory to produce interpretations of their reading.  In 
addition, students research contemporary global issues to promote 
awareness, activism, and empathy about problems that affect our 
world.  Students demonstrate their learning through traditional aca-
demic writing, multimedia presentations, and digital compositions. 
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145 Advanced Placement Language and Composition                                                            
1 Credit      Prerequisite: AP Literature & Composition or By 
Invitation 
This is a year-long, college-level course for seniors with a focus on 
world literature. Students engage in critical reading of classic literary 
fiction as well as narrative, expository, historical, and analytical writ-
ings from a variety of authors. This critical reading is the foundation 
upon which the core writing instruction is based. The aim of this course 
is to engage students in all phases of the writing process and to encour-
age skilled writing in the expository, analytical, and argumentative 
modes of discourse. Students develop their ability to respond to outside 
sources in their reading, writing, and research and enter into conse-
quential conversations about meaningful issues. All students are re-
quired to take the College Board AP English Literature & Composition 
Exam upon completion of the course, through which they may earn col-
lege credit. 
 

156 Creative Writing                                 
1/2  Credit    Prerequisite:  10th through 12th grade status 
This is a one semester English class that allows students to examine the 
craft of storytelling and to develop a greater appreciation of language. 
Students are introduced to a wide range of classic and contemporary 
authors (e.g., Petrarch, Tennyson, Alvarez, Welty, Carver, Munro, 
Marquez, and Saunders). Through a study of short stories, scripts, and 
poetry, students develop their own creative writing with attention to 
dialogue, structure, characterization, figurative language, and narrative 
voice. In addition to class activities, students enter writing contests and 
contribute to student publications. 
 

 
161 Yearbook Production                     
1 Credit Prerequisite:  Application Process , Approval of 
Moderator 
Students in this class are responsible for the Shrine Catholic High 
School yearbook and learn a wide variety of skills related to writing, 
photography, page design, sales and marketing.  The Shrine High 
School yearbook staff meets for one period a day in addition to occa-
sional weekend/weeknight workshops scheduled around production 
deadlines.  Staff members are given assignments based on the joint de-
cisions of the staff and faculty moderator.  The software is the on-line 
design program provided by the yearbook publisher. 
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162 Newspaper                                   
1 Credit     Prerequisite:  11th or 12th grade status, Applica-
tion Process, Approval of Moderator 
Students in this class will be exposed to a variety of communication 
media, including print, broadcasting and the internet.  Students will 
be responsible for a weekly online newsletter and periodic print 
newsletters, podcasting and video. 
 
164 Film Study  
1/2  Credit  Prerequisites: 11th or 12th Grade Status 
This is a one semester elective designed to sharpen students’ skills in 
critical thinking and writing. Students view classic and contemporary 
films in a variety of genres including science fiction, documentary, 
film noir, drama, and comedy. Students are introduced to the history 
of film and study topics in 20th century American and European his-
tory. An examination of the craft of cinematography (e.g., editing, 
sound, light, composition, camera movement) provides a foundation 
for a few analytical essays in MLA style. This class can be taken as 
an elective in History or English or can be applied to the Arts re-
quirement for graduation.  
 
168 Military Literature—(offered every other year) 
1/2  Credit Prerequisites: 11th or 12th Grade Status 
Military Literature is a class designed to involve students in the read-
ing, analysis, and discussion of literature focused on the lives of sol-
diers.  Issues of physical and psychological survival, battle tactics, 
and the impact of warfare on human beings  are covered.  The course 
involves reading and a wide range of writing assignments (both crea-
tive and expository) that allow students to come face to face with the 
reality of warfare in past and current battle zones.  This class is a one 
semester English or History elective credit. 
 
180 Speech                                  
1/2  Credit  Prerequisites: 10th, 11th or 12th Grade Status  
The skill of public speaking is a requirement for graduation and fo-
cuses on the development of excellent oral communications skills.  
Speaking and listening skills are enhanced through the presentation 
and evaluation of persuasive, demonstrative, and interpretive speech-
es.  Students who have developed their communication and presenta-
tion skills through Goliards, or Acting course may be exempt from 
this requirement. 
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181 Dramatic Literature & Performance        
1/2  Credit Prerequisite:  10th, 11th or 12th Grade Status 
Acting students are introduced to the history of theatre through the 
performance of scenes and monologues from classic and contempo-
rary literature. Students learn about movement, vocal interpretation, 
pantomime and basic character analysis. Character analysis and stag-
ing techniques are also explored. The survey of dramatic literature is 
enhanced by students’ researched presentations on playwrights such 
as Marlowe, Moliere, Chekhov, and Beckett. The course is designed 
to complement the literature courses and to develop reading compre-
hension at all levels. This arts elective can be taken to fulfill the pub-
lic speaking requirement for graduation. 
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BUSINESS DEPARTMENT 
 

770 Personal Finance - Semester course 
1/2 Credit Prerequisite:  11th or 12th grade status 
Personal Finance is designed to give students the life skills needed 
for money management.  Topics include:  careers, payroll, taxes, 
budgeting, saving, investing, banking, credit and credit cards, pro-
tecting your identity, and more!  After completion of this class, stu-
dents will have developed the skills to be a responsible consumer 
and make sound financial decisions.  This may be one of the most 
important classes a person can take!  
(May be used as a Senior Math 1/2 credit) 
 

772 Accounting  - Semester course 
1/2 Credit Prerequisite:  11th or 12th grade status 
Accounting 1 is the study of the financial records of a service busi-
ness organized as a proprietorship. Students will journalize & post 
business transactions, balance and prove journals, and complete end 
of the fiscal period financial statements.  All college and university 
business schools in Michigan requires two-semesters of accounting 
for business majors; this course prepares students for the first se-
mester of that requirement.  This course is highly recommended for 
students majoring in Business in college or those interested in own-
ing their own business. (May be used as a Senior Math 1/2 credit) 
 
777 Marketing - Semester course 
1/2 Credit Prerequisite:  11th or 12th grade status 
Marketing I involves the study of the foundations of marketing, 
consumers and their behavior, the marketing mix, marketing re-
search, and promotion. Units of study include the understanding 
marketing, the basic marketing concepts, selling, promotion, mar-
keting research, and advertisements.  Students will have the oppor-
tunity to apply marketing concepts to real life by analyzing adver-
tisements, commercials, and packaging.  In addition, students will 
use their creativity to promote products through their own creations. 
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University of Detroit Mercy Dual Enrollment Business Pro-
gram 
Shrine High School has an established partnership with UDM 
that allows our students to take college business courses on the 
UDM campus with NO ADDITIONAL TUITION FEE.  The 
credit earned in the courses will count as transferable college 
credit to most post-secondary intuitions. 
 
US News and World Report ranks UDM’s management program 
in the top 20 programs of the nation. In addition, College Choice 
Magazine has ranked the UDM College of Business Administra-
tion as the #2 overall best private business school.  
 
Qualifying juniors and seniors may take the following courses on 
campus, with UDM faculty and students for zero tuition.  UDM’s 
qualifying criteria for inclusion in the program is a 3.5 cumula-
tive GPA for interested juniors and a 3.25 cumulative GPA for 
interested seniors.   
 
Courses are typically available in the evenings from 5:00-7:30 
pm on UDM’s main campus, but availability is determined by 
UDM’s course schedule which is subject to change.   
 
ACC 2010  Principles of Accounting I  3 credits 
An introduction to the preparation and analysis of financial statements.  
Specific topics include the accounting model, general purpose financial 
statements and accounting for assets, liabilities and equity. 
*Prerequisite:  Shrine High School Accounting 1 

 
ACC 2020  Principles of Accounting II  3 credits 
A continuation of ACC 2010 and an introduction to the use of account-
ing information for management decision making. Specific topics in-
clude determining cash flows, international accounting, product cost-
ing, budgeting and other concepts of management accounting.  Pre-
requisite: ACC 2010. 
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BUS 1500 Introduction to Business  3 credits 
A study of the functions of the business organization as they relate to both 
the internal and external operating needs of the firm. The historical devel-
opment of the industrial organization is examined, together with the struc-
ture, process and behavior of the firm. Effects of government and economic 
systems are investigated. 
 
BUS 2310  Business Law I   3 credits 
A study of the law as it relates to organizational activity. Material covered 
includes courts and procedures, sources of American law, the Constitution; 
administrative law, contracts, business torts and crimes, business organiza-
tions including partnerships, limited liability companies and corporations. 
Also included are regulations placed upon businesses.   
 
BUS 2350  Law and Popular Culture 3 credits 
This course examines the central features of law as a social institution and 
as a feature of popular culture. Students will examine a number of related 
themes, including the relationship between economics and law, legal educa-
tion and practice, legal ethics, women in law and politics, the role of mass 
media in law, and law and social change. 
 
BUS 2900 Financial Planning & Wealth Management  3 credits 
Emphasizes personal financial planning. Topics covered include: types of 
consumer credit, auto, home and life insurance, auto leasing, savings and 
investing, retirement planning and various tax related issues.  Taught in our 
new, state-of-the-art Financial Markets Lab. 
**Prerequisite:  Shrine High School Personal Finance 

 
BUS 3110 Organizational Design and Structure 3 credits 
An introductory Management course examining the development of the 
work organization, with emphasis on the relations among structures, pro-
cesses, and behaviors of people in organizations.  
 
BUS 3180  Leadership and Teamwork with Diverse Peoples   
3 credits 
In this course, students learn about behavior in organizations, including 
leadership, motivation, decision making, interpersonal communication, 
teamwork, and other interpersonal and group-level processes. 
 
BUS 3510  Human Resources Management 3 credits 
This course surveys the full range of Human Resources, such as hiring, em-
ployee development, payroll and benefits, and compliance with federal law. 
Pre-requisite: BUS 3110 
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BUS 3520  Labor Law & Collective Bargaining 3 credits 

An examination of the legal framework within which formalized (unionized) 
labor-management processes operate (in private and public sectors), includ-
ing initial organization of labor union representation and subsequent develop-
ment and management of collective bargaining and grievance processes. Also 
considered are effects of these processes on organizational effectiveness as it 
relates to outcomes for stakeholders including labor, management, owners 
and shareholders, customers or clients and the larger communities within 
which the organization operates.  Pre-requisite: BUS 3110. 
 

Tuition: FREE for qualified high school students. 
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WORLD LANGUAGE DEPARTMENT 
 
321 Spanish I  
1 Credit Prerequisite:  None 
This introductory course aims at developing the four language 
skills—listening, speaking, reading, and writing.  Points of grammar 
included in dialogues are introduced with each lesson and are system-
atically reviewed in succeeding chapters.  Recorded passages by na-
tive Spanish speakers are used for reinforcement.  The cultures of 
Spanish speaking people will be explored.  Students will take the Na-
tional Spanish Exam in the spring. 
  
322 Spanish II                                   
1 Credit Prerequisite:  Successful completion of  Spanish I 
In Spanish II the oral approach continues.  Spanish verb structure and 
grammar are stressed, and workbooks and recordings are used to rein-
force the language.  Exploration of Hispanic cultures and customs is 
further developed.  Students will take the National Spanish Exam in 
the spring. 
 
323 Spanish III—Dual Enrollment Pending UDM verification                  
1 Credit Prerequisites:  Spanish II and recommendation of 
teacher 
Spanish III continues the study of the Spanish language with greater 
emphasis on independent oral and written expression.  Conversational 
ability and learning more about the history, geography, customs, and 
literature of the Spanish speaking world will be emphasized.  Students 
will take the National Spanish Exam in the spring. 
 
324 Spanish IV— Dual Enrollment Pending UDM verification                                
1 Credit Prerequisites:  Spanish III and recommendation of 
teacher 
Cultures of the Spanish-speaking countries will be conducted in Span-
ish and focuses on history and literature through the reading of origi-
nal works by Hispanic authors.  Students will take the National Span-
ish Exam in the spring. 
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328 Spanish V   

1 Credit Prerequisites:  Spanish IV and recommendation of 
teacher 
An advanced Spanish course focusing on Hispanic literature.  Stu-
dents will study various writing styles and genres, while improving 
their own writing skills.  This course also contains advanced gram-
mar studies, and students will take the National Spanish Exam in the 
spring. 
 
362 Mandarin Chinese 1 
1 Credit Prerequisite:  None 
This course  is designed to introduce students to basic Chinese gram-
mar and a set of vocabulary words generally recognized as useful in 
everyday communication. Students will begin training in listening, 
speaking, and writing skills in standard Mandarin. The goal of this 
class is to acquire the ability to communicate in everyday situations. 
Aspects of Chinese culture will be introduced and explored. 
 
363 Mandarin Chinese II 
1 Credit Prerequisite: Mandarin Chinese I 
This course is designed for students who are familiar with the Chi-
nese language. They will be introduced to the principles behind the 
writing system (radical and phonetics) as well as the written equiva-
lents for the vocabulary they have learned to speak and understand. 
The goal is the ability to communicate in everyday situations. Stu-
dents will become more familiar with the cultures of Chinese-
speaking countries and knowledgeable about the relationship be-
tween language and culture. 
 
364 Mandarin Chinese III– Dual Enrollment 
  Prerequisite: Mandarin Chinese II 
The course continues the study of the Chinese language with intro-
ducing more vocabularies and points of grammar that will be used in 
daily life.  The goal is improving conversational ability in everyday 
situations and building their reading and writing skills through daily 
exercises.  Cultural readings and selected literary works will supple-
ment the textbook. Students will be more knowledgeable in their ap-
preciation of the Chinese characters, poetry, culture, and history.   
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367 Mandarin Chinese IV– Dual Enrollment 
  Prerequisite: Mandarin Chinese III Dual       
Enrollment 
This course is designed to further develop students’ overall Chi-
nese language proficiency and cultural knowledge through more 
advanced reading, listening, speaking and writing exercises.  Stu-
dents will be exposed to authentic material (i.e. newspapers, 
books, movies, music, etc.) to improve language proficiency and 
gain an increased appreciation of cultural diversities.  Students 
will explore cultural diversity by focusing on the 5 Cs:  communi-
cation, cultures, communities, comparisons, and connections. 
  
308 ACLP (American Culture and Language Program) I 
1 Credit Prerequisites:  International Student status and  
Counseling determination 
This course will provide instruction in basic English grammar and 
vocabulary to increase proficiency in reading, speaking, listening 
and writing.  This class will be counted as a foreign language 
credit toward graduation requirements.  U.S. cultural traditions 
will also be presented. 
 

313 ACLP (American Culture and Language Program) II 
1 Credit Prerequisite:  American Culture and Language 
I or Counseling determination 
This course will continue to build on English grammar and vocab-
ulary through writing, literature readings and discussion of U.S. 
cultures.  Topics may vary according to the needs of the students. 
 

314 ACLP (American Culture and Language Program) III 
1 Credit Prerequisite:  Recommendation of teacher and  
English Language Proficiency Assessment (ELPA) 
This course will stress essay writing, application of grammar and 
vocabulary for higher level English language expression.  There 
will be readings about the U.S. government and/or current events. 
Topics may vary according to the needs of the students.  
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STEM DEPARTMENT 
 
SCIENCE COURSES 
 
420 Biology          
1 Credit Prerequisite:  None 
Biology is a one-year, intensive course devoted to the major themes, 
and life processes. Topics include scientific method, ecology, basic 
chemistry, cells (structure, function, energy and reproduction), genet-
ics, DNA applications, evolution, human body systems, and classifi-
cation and characteristics of organisms. Living things are described 
from several points of view from the molecular and microscopic to 
species and communities. The core objectives of the course are those 
which have been identified by colleges and universities as basic to the 
further understanding of the subject. The course stresses understand-
ing of the basic theoretical concepts of biology as well as the practical 
understanding of the everyday observable world.  
 
425 Honors Biology           
1 Credit Prerequisite:  Teacher Recommendation or High 
School Placement Score 
The goal of science is to investigate and understand the natural world, 
to explain events in the natural world, and to use those explanations to 
make useful predictions.  The word biology means the study of life.  
Students will use scientific methods to study living things and sys-
tems on both the micro and macroscopic levels. Students shall visual-
ize, diagram, and solve/explain problems and phenomenon related to 
living organisms using the scientific method paradigm as they apply 
theoretical knowledge to real world situations. Topics covered are 
similar to general Biology but are covered in greater detail. Students 
will research and make classroom presentations on topics of authentic 
interest.  Students use of technology in their research and presentation 
will be strongly encouraged.  Students shall be instructed in effective 
standardized test taking techniques and study skills. Emphasis will be 
placed on developing critical reading skills, comprehensive note tak-
ing, and effective retention strategies. 
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426 AP Biology- (offered every other year) 
1 Credit Prerequisite:  Biology, Chemistry, and instructor  
permission 
AP Biology is equivalent to a two-semester introductory college biology 
course taken by students majoring in a biological science.  Students who 
are genuinely interested in pursuing a career in the biological sciences 
or medical fields are especially advised to take AP Biology. This course 
differs from honors and regular high school biology through the use of a 
college-level text, a greater range and depth of topics covered, a faster 
pace of instruction, more sophisticated lab work, and more time and ef-
fort required of students in order to succeed in the course.  This course 
has been authorized by the College Board as meeting the requirements 
for AP Biology. In the spring, students may qualify for college credit 
with a superior score on the College Board’s AP Biology Exam.  All 
students are required to take the Advanced Placement Exam. 
 
446 Chemistry Foundations-  
1 Credit Prerequisite:  By Teacher Recommendation only   
This is a year-long course whose prerequisites include both College Pre-
paratory Biology and a teacher recommendation. Throughout this 
course, students will learn major chemistry topics, basic vocabulary, and 
fundamental laboratory skills by exploring solutions to real-world prob-
lems. Students will analyze issues such as air quality, water pollution, 
nuclear energy, currency design, and more through a chemistry-focused 
lens. Students will create charts, tables, and graphs to accurately repre-
sent data collection and analysis and will rely on extensive laboratory 
experience to master key techniques in performing scientific experi-
ments. 
 
447 Introduction to Chemistry -Semester 1 
1/2 Credit Prerequisite:  Biology and 10th or 11th Grade Status 
Does not meet requirements for Chemistry 450, 455, or 456 
This course will help students demonstrate a clearer understanding of 
the metric system and the techniques used in measurement. Students 
will learn how precise measurement is important for reliable scientific 
calculations. Students will create charts, tables, and graphs to accurately 
represent data collection and analysis. Students will rely on extensive 
laboratory experience to master key techniques in performing scientific 
experiments. 
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448 Introduction to Chemistry- Semester 2 
1/2 Credit Prerequisite:  Biology and 10th or 11th Grade Status 
Does not meet requirements for Chemistry 450, 455, or 456 
This course introduces students to Chemistry.  The topics include 
chemical and physical change, the discovery of the atom and the peri-
odic table.  Students strengthen math skills while exploring introducto-
ry topics in Chemistry. 
 
450 Chemistry                       
1 Credit Prerequisites:  Completion or concurrent enrollment 
in Algebra II 
This course focuses on the fundamental principles of chemistry, includ-
ing scientific measurement; atomic structure; chemical bonding; the 
properties of gases, liquids, and solids; solutions; chemical names and 
formulas; balancing equations; chemical reactions; behavior of gases; 
chemical stoichiometry; solutions; acid, bases, and salts;  thermochem-
istry; hydrocarbon compounds and nuclear chemistry. The course 
moves at a  moderate pace and emphasizes those topics which are es-
sential in the preparation for further work in chemistry . The laboratory 
work emphasizes physical-chemical measurements, quantitative analy-
sis, and synthesis. Five forty-five-minute lecture period per week. La-
boratory experiments are performed every two to three weeks. 
 
455 Honors Chemistry                      
1 Credit Prerequisites: Completion or concurrently with    
Algebra II and recommendation of instructor 
This course introduces the fundamentals of chemistry: metric system, 
chemical math, gas laws, atomic theory, chemical bonding, molecular 
architecture, formula writing, equation balancing, quantitative study of 
chemical reactions, predicting chemical reactions, stoichiometry, chem-
ical kinetics, chemical equilibrium, acid-base theories, electrochemis-
try, and possibly an introduction to organic chemistry presented 
through lectures, demonstrations, and laboratory activities.  Material is 
presented in greater depth and at a faster pace than in regular chemistry 
course.   
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456 Advanced Placement Chemistry–  (offered every other year) 
1 Credit Prerequisite:  Honors Chemistry or Chemistry with 
department permission 
The Advanced Placement Chemistry course is designed to meet the 
needs of students who intend to pursue science-oriented majors in 
college.  Students must complete the prerequisite Honors Chemistry or 
Chemistry with a minumum B grade.  This course has been authorized 
by the College Board as meeting the requirements for AP Chemistry. AP 
Chemistry is roughly equivalent to a first year college chemistry course.  
In the spring, students may qualify for college credit with a superior 
score on the College Board’s AP Chemistry Exam.  All students are re-
quired to take the Advanced Placement Test. 
 
460 Physics          
1 Credit Prerequisites:  Successful completion of Biology,  
Algebra II in the Math Sequence 
Physics is the branch of science that involves the study of the physical 
world: energy, matter, and how they are related.  Physicists investigate 
the motions of electrons and rockets, the energy in sound waves and 
electric circuits, the structure of the proton and of the universe.  The 
basic concepts of Physics are presented in a contemporary format with a 
hands on approach.   Students study in-depth kinematics, dynamics, me-
chanical waves, sound, electricity, and nuclear physics.   
 
461 Advanced Placement Physics I  
1 Credit Prerequisites:  Successful completion of Biology, 
Chemistry, and Algebra II in the Math Sequence, and instructor 
recommendation. 
AP Physics I is equivalent to a first-semester college course in algebra-
based physics. The course covers Newtonian mechanics (including rota-
tional dynamics and angular momentum); work, energy, and power; and 
mechanical waves and sound. It also introduces electric circuits. No pri-
or Physics class is required but students must have completed Geometry 
and Algebra II. Although the Physics 1 course includes basic use of trig-
onometric functions, this understanding can be gained either in the con-
current math course or in the AP Physics 1 course itself. This course has 
been authorized by the College Board as meeting the requirements for 
AP Physics 1. In the spring, students may qualify for college credit with 
a superior score on the College Board’s AP Physics Exam.  All students 
are required to take the Advanced Placement Exam. 
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467 Advanced Placement Physics 2 
1 Credit           Prerequisites:  Successful completion of  Biology, 
Chemistry, AP Physics 1 and Algebra II in the Math Sequence, and 
instructor recommendation. 
AP Physics 2 is equivalent to a second-semester college course in 
algebra-based physics. The course covers Electrostatics, Electric 
Currents, Magnetism and Electromagnetic Induction, Thermodyanics, 
Fluids, Geometric and Physical Optics, and Atomic and Nuclear Physics. 
Although the Physics 2 course includes basic use of trigonometric 
functions, this understanding can be gained either in the concurrent math 
course or in the AP Physics 2 course itself. This course has been 
authorized by the College Board as meeting the requirements for AP 
Physics 2. In the spring, students may qualify for college credit with a 
superior score on the College Board’s AP Physics Exam.  All students 
are required to take the Advanced Placement Exam. 
 
470 Anatomy & Physiology - full year       
1 Credit Prerequisites:  Successful completion of Biology  
Anatomy and Physiology is offered as a full-year course. This course fo-
cuses on the fundamental principles of anatomy and physiology of the 
human body.  All major systems are studied, which includes the Integu-
mentary, Skeletal, Muscular, Endocrine, Special Senses, Respiratory, 
Digestive, Lymphatic, Nervous, Cardiovascular, Blood, Urinary, and Re-
productive Systems.  Also, this course requires the participation in dis-
section labs. 
 
478 Bacteriology- Semester 1 
1/2 Credit Prerequisites:  Honors Biology and Biology with   
department recommendation. and 11th or 12th grade status 
This elective course will examine the world of microorganisms and their 
impact on our society with a focus on disease. Students will study both 
prokaryotic and eukaryotic microorganisms, with an emphasis on 
bacteria and viruses. Lectures and labs focus on identification of bacteria, 
how diseases spread through populations.  
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415 Forensic Science - Semester 2 
1/2 Credit  Prerequisite: 11th or 12th grade status 
Forensic Science is a semester course in which the students apply 
basic biology, chemistry, physical science principles, and the techno-
logical practices in the pursuit of justice related to criminal and civil 
issues. Major themes of study in this course are pathology, anthropol-
ogy, odontology, ballistics, trace evidence, biological fluids, DNA, 
fingerprints, impression evidence, and questioned documents. 
Throughout the semester, students will have the opportunity to inves-
tigate staged crime scenes using the techniques learned in class. 
 
480 Beaumont Medical Science Program–  (Med Bio) Semester 2 
1/2 Credit Prerequisite: 12th grade status, department 
recommendation with limited enrollment 
A senior elective course designed for those with an interest in the 
medical profession, this course operates in conjunction with guest 
speakers from various divisions of medical science.  In a seminar for-
mat, students shall learn about various medical professions and scien-
tific requirements needed for success in these fields.  From radiology 
to pathology, students shall gain insight into the scientific principles 
at work in various fields. 
  
*Please note: 
1. Documentation of a TB test and a flu shot is required for this class 
and must show these were administered prior to the start of Semester 
2 but after the completion of the previous school year.  If this has not 
occurred prior to the start of this class, the student may not continue 
with this elective.  
2. Some class periods may extend pass the regular school dismissal 
time, but will not extend pass 4:00 p.m. Attendance is required. 
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TECHNOLOGY AND ENGINEERING COURSES 
 
Technology 
761 Introduction to Computer Science  
Project Lead the Way Curriculum 
1/2  Credit         Grades 10, 11, 12 
Designed to be the first computer science course for students, ICS is 
the starting point for the Project Lead The Way Computer Science 
program.  Students work in teams to create apps for mobile devices 
MIT App Inventor®.  They explore the impact of computing in society 
and build skills in digital citizenship and cybersecurity.  Beyond 
learning the fundamentals of programming, students build 
computational thinking skills by applying computer science to 
collaboration tools, modeling and simulation, and data analysis.  In 
addition, students transfer the understanding of programming gained in 
App Inventor to text-based programming in Python® and apply their 
knowledge to create algorithms for games of chance and strategy. 
 
Engineering 
Shrine High School’s Engineering Program stands well above most 
schools in our area.  These classes are taught by Vince Tocco, a highly 
qualified former engineer.  We offer our students the opportunity to 
take engineering courses during three years of high school.  Several of 
these courses are from Project Lead the Way, which provides 
nationally recognized project-based STEM curriculum.  During the 
third year of coursework, students take a dual enrollment course 
through University of Detroit Mercy, which allows students to earn 2 
credit hours of college engineering.   
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752 Introduction to Engineering Design I (IED I)     STEM                                     
1/2 credit  Prerequisite:  None 
Introduction to Engineering Design I is a course that is appropriate for 
10th, 11th or 12th grade students who are interested in design and 
engineering. Students dig deep into the engineering design process, 
applying math, science, and engineering standards to hands-on projects 
like designing a new toy or improving an existing product.  The course 
assumes no previous knowledge, but students should be concurrently 
enrolled in college preparatory mathematics and science. Students will 
employ engineering and scientific concepts in the solution of 
engineering design problems. In addition, students use a 3D solid 
modeling design software package to help them design solutions to solve 
proposed problems. The first semester of this course will concentrate on 
the following topics:  Design Process; Modeling; Sketching; 
Measurement, Statistics, and Applied Geometry; Presentation Design 
and Delivery; Engineering Drawing Standards; and CAD Solid 
Modeling. 
 
754 Introduction to Engineering Design II (IED II)  STEM                                                   
1/2 credit  Prerequisite:  IED I 
Introduction to Engineering Design II (IED I) is a continuation of IED I.  
The second semester of this course continues to develop CAD skills, 
while concentrating on the following topics:  Reverse Engineering; 
Consumer Product Design Innovation; Graphic Design; and Engineering 
Ethics. **During this semester, students will print several of the projects 
created on the Makerbot 3D Printer.   
 
756 Principles of Engineering I (POE I)     STEM                                                                   
1/2 credit  Prerequisite:  IED I & II 
Principles of Engineering I (POE I) is a course that is appropriate for 11th 
and 12th grade students who are seriously considering a career in the 
field of engineering. The course exposes students to some of the 
concepts they will encounter in a postsecondary engineering plan of 
study.  Students have an opportunity to investigate engineering and high 
tech career options.  This course utilizes the VEX EDR robotics platform 
along to create and program machines, robots, and mechanisms to 
accomplish tasks.  Students should be concurrently enrolled in college 
preparatory mathematics and science. Students will also learn how to 
document their work, and communicate their solutions to their 
peers.  The first semester of this course will concentrate on the following 
topics:  Mechanisms; Energy Sources; Energy Applications; Statices; 
Material Properties; and Material Testing. 
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758 Principles of Engineering II (POE II)   STEM                                                                  
1/2 credit  Prerequisite:  POE I 
Principles of Engineering II (POE II) is a continuation of POE I.  The 
second semester of this course will concentrate on the following 
topics:  Machine Control; Fluid Power; Statistics; and Kinematics. 
 
780 Introduction to Engineering 
2 Credits from University of Detroit Mercy     
Prerequisite:  IED I & II and POE I & II 
This is a dual enrollment course offered through University of Detroit 
Mercy.  Although the course is offered in our classrooms, the same 
curriculum is taught on campus at UDM to enrolled college students.  
Successful completion of this course will give Shrine students 2 credit 
hours of college engineering that is accepted at many 4 year post-
secondary institutions.  There is no additional fee for this class, and 
the book is provided by UDM.   
 
The course content is included with the Introduction to Engineering I 
& II courses, as well as the Principles of Engineering I & II courses.  
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MATH COURSES 
 
211 Algebra I                      
1 Credit Prerequisite:  None 
Algebra I provides a formal development of the algebraic skills and 
concepts necessary for students to succeed in future math courses. In 
particular, the instructional program in this course provides for the use 
of algebraic skills in a wide range of problem-solving situations. The 
concept of function is emphasized throughout the course. Topics in-
clude: algebraic expressions, relations and functions, linear equations 
and inequalities, systems of linear equations, polynomials, and radical 
functions and equations.  
 
215 Intermediate Algebra II  
1 Credit       Prerequisites:  By Teacher Recommendation only 
 This second year algebra course is designed for those students who 
have taken Algebra 1 but need to have the basic skills of that course 
reinforced.  The emphasis will be on developing an understanding of 
the structure of algebra so that students have the mathematical tools 
and the self-confidence to utilize mathematics successfully.  The gra-
phing calculator will be used and students will be taught to apply math-
ematics to real-life situations.  The course description will include all 
of the topics that are studied in a traditional Algebra 2 course.  Success-
ful students will be encouraged to enter either College Algebra or Pre-
calculus.     
 
220 Geometry                                    
1 Credit Prerequisites:  Algebra I 
This Geometry course includes an in-depth analysis of plane, solid, and 
coordinate geometry as they relate to both abstract mathematical con-
cepts as well as real-world problem situations. Topics include logic and 
proof, parallel lines and polygons, perimeter and area analysis, volume 
and surface area analysis, similarity and congruence, trigonometry, and 
analytic geometry. Emphasis will be placed on developing critical 
thinking skills as they relate to logical reasoning and argument.  
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222 Honors Geometry                                 
1 Credit Prerequisites:  Algebra I & Recommendation of the 
instructor 
This faster-paced Geometry course includes an in-depth analysis of 
plane, solid, and coordinate geometry as they relate to both abstract 
mathematical concepts as well as real-world problem situations. Topics 
include logic and proof, parallel lines and polygons, perimeter and area 
analysis, volume and surface area analysis, similarity and congruence, 
trigonometry, and analytic geometry. Emphasis will be placed on de-
veloping critical thinking skills as they relate to logical reasoning and 
argument.  
  
232 Algebra II                                                
1 Credit Prerequisite: Algebra I & Geometry 
This is a standard college preparatory course in Algebra II. The topics 
covered in this course include a review and extension of linear equa-
tions and inequalities, matrices, an in-depth study of quadratic equa-
tions and inequalities, the operations of matrices and polynomials, the 
rational, irrational and complex roots of equations as they relate to 
solving and graphing polynomial, rational, and logarithmic/exponential 
functions.   
 
235 Honors Algebra II                                   
1 Credit Prerequisite:  Algebra I, Geometry &  
Recommendation of Instructor 
This course is an intensive, accelerated course intended to prepare stu-
dents for advanced mathematics courses. The content focuses on the 
use of technology and data analysis to develop students’ thinking, 
problem-solving, and communication skills. Topics include: matrix 
algorithms, linear, quadratic, radical, exponential, logarithmic, polyno-
mial, and rational functions, and conic sections.   Data analysis tech-
niques include the use of regression to find and verify best-fit rules. 
Applications as well as the properties relevant to advanced mathemat-
ics are also studied.  
 
260 College Algebra 
1 Credit Prerequisites:  Algebra I, Geometry, and Algebra II 
This course is a continuation of topics from Algebra I and II. Topics of 
study include linear equations and inequalities, absolute value, polyno-
mial, rational, exponential and logarithmic functions, conic sections, 
systems of equations and inequalities, matrices and trigonometry. Ad-
ditional topics may include sequences and series, probability, and 
mathematical induction.  
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237 Statistics - Semester course 
1/2 Credit Prerequisite: Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II 
and 11th or 12th grade status 
This course teaches students how to use key steps of the statistical 
process: ask questions, collect data, analyze data, and make con-
clusions. Each unit will begin with an interesting statistical ques-
tion (e.g., would students pay more money for better school lunch-
es? Or is there a home field advantage in pro sports?) Students will 
learn how to collect appropriate data, analyze the data, and to make 
appropriate conclusions.  The primary focus of the class will be to 
teach students the basic principles of statistical reasoning.  
 
238 Statistics 2 
1/2  credit Prerequisite:  Statistics 237 
This course will draw connections between all aspects of the statis-
tical process, including design, analysis, and conclusions. Students 
will learn how to communicate statistical methods, results and in-
terpretations.  The objective of the course is the development of 
basic theory and methods for statistical inference. Topics include 
sampling, designing experiments and general techniques for statis-
tical inference (point estimation, confidence intervals, population 
mean). Students will also explore probability while asking “What 
are the chances?” (randomness, probability rules, counting rules).  
 
242 Pre-Calculus                      
1 Credit Prerequisites:  Geometry, Algebra II and  
recommendation of instructor 
This college preparatory course is designed for juniors and seniors 
who have a strong foundation in the mathematical concepts taught 
in previous math classes. This course will provide a comprehen-
sive understanding of many mathematical concepts, including 
functions, trigonometry and analytic trigonometry, systems and 
matrices, vectors, sequences and series, probability, conic sections, 
polar coordinates, and an introduction to Calculus.  
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 245 Honors Pre-Calculus                     
1 Credit Prerequisites:  Geometry, Algebra II  
and recommendation of instructor 
This course is designed for students who have a strong foundation in 
the mathematical concepts taught in previous math classes. Students 
enrolled in this course anticipate further studies of mathematics in 
college and career. This course will provide a comprehensive under-
standing and application of many mathematical concepts, including 
functions, trigonometry and analytic trigonometry, systems and ma-
trices, vectors, sequences and series, probability, conic sections, po-
lar coordinates, and an introduction to Calculus. The course is de-
signed for 11th graders that plan on taking AP Calculus.  
 

250 Calculus                      
1 Credit Prerequisites:  Pre-calculus and  
recommendation of instructor 
This advanced math course for seniors is designed to cover the fun-
damentals of Calculus. Students enrolled in this course anticipate 
further studies of mathematics in college and career. It includes an 
extensive study of limits and continuity, derivatives, and indefinite 
and definite integrals. Major emphasis is placed on the applications 
of derivatives and integrals rather than on proof and formal theory. 
Applications will include areas of physics and business, tangent line 
and area approximations, related rates, optimization, growth and de-
cay, and area and volume.  
 

255 AP Calculus                     
1 Credit Prerequisites: Honors Pre-calculus and  
recommendation of instructor 
Designed for the student who has a deep understanding of the basic 
concepts taught in previous math classes, this course allows students 
to qualify for college credit with a superior score on the College 
Board’s AP Test. It includes an extensive study of limits and conti-
nuity, derivatives, and indefinite and definite integrals. Major em-
phasis is placed on the applications of derivatives and integrals. Ap-
plications will include function behavior, areas of basic mechanics in 
physics, slope and area approximations, tangent line approximations 
to functions, related rates, optimization, growth and decay, and area 
and volume. All students are required to take the Advanced Place-
ment test at the conclusion of this course.  
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SOCIAL STUDIES DEPARTMENT 
 
506 World History and Geography  
1 Credit  Prerequisite: 9th grade status 
World History and Geography covers the development of World Histo-
ry from the era of global interaction ushered in by Columbus to the pre-
sent day.  Special emphasis will be placed on the interaction of humans 
with technology.  Students will examine Global Exploration, Coloniza-
tion, the Enlightenment, American Independence Movements, Industri-
alization, Nationalism, the World Wars, the Cold War, post-war Inde-
pendence Movements and Modern Globalization.   
 
523 United States History                  
1 Credit Prerequisites: None  
This course covers United States History and Geography from 1870 
through the 1970s as defined by the Michigan High School Content 
Expectations.  A brief review of the colonial period and the early 
government will start the course, followed by the study of 
industialization, immigration, the World Wars, the Great Depression, 
the Cold War, conflicts in Southeast Asia and the United States’ 
position and involvement in Eastern Europe and the Middle East.  
Major themes that appear throughout these eras will be addressed.  
Informational reading strategies, the use of textual evidence to support 
claims, and the interpretation of primary and secondary sources 
(including various forms of media) will be emphasized. 
 
526 Advanced Placement U.S. History         
1 Credit Prerequisites:  Permission of instructor 
This course is a highly concentrated study of U.S. History from the 
foundation to the present.  The course content focusses on the themes 
and historical thinking skills required by the College Board Advanced 
Placement curriculum.  Students will interpret historical documents and 
compose analytical essays.  All students are required to take the AP 
United States History Exam at the completion of the course. 
  
530 U.S. Government                     
1/2  Credit Prerequisite:  12th grade status 
This semester course is a study of the structure and function of our fed-
eral, state, and local governments.  The course is intended not only to 
provide understanding of the operations of our republic, but also to en-
courage active participation in governmental activities. Government is 
required for graduation. 
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 540 Economics                                   
1/2  Credit Prerequisite:  11th or 12th grade status 
The fundamental trilogy of economics—scarcity, choice, and cost are the 
basis for instruction in this class.  Students will study the concepts of sup-
ply and demand and participate in exercises designed to instruct students 
on the workings of the stock market. Economics is required for gradua-
tion. 
 
535 Advanced Placement World History                 
1 Credit Prerequisite:  By recommendation 
This course is a highly concentrated study of World History from 8000 
BC to the present.  The course develops greater understanding of the 
evolution of global processes and contacts in the histories of various 
human societies.  Students must master selective factual knowledge and 
appropriate analytical skills in preparation for the Advanced Placement 
Exam.  Students are required to take the Advanced Placement Exam at 
the completion of the course. 
 
164 Film Study  
1/2  Credit  Prerequisites: 11th or 12th Grade Status 
This is a one semester elective designed to sharpen students’ skills in crit-
ical thinking and writing. Students view classic and contemporary films 
in a variety of genres including science fiction, documentary, film noir, 
drama, and comedy. Students are introduced to the history of film and 
study topics in 20th century American and European history. An exami-
nation of the craft of cinematography (e.g., editing, sound, light, compo-
sition, camera movement) provides a foundation for a few analytical es-
says in MLA style. This class can be taken as an elective in History or 
English or can be applied to the Arts requirement for graduation.  
 
181 Dramatic Literature & Performance        
1/2  Credit Prerequisite:  10th, 11th or 12th Grade Status 
Acting students are introduced to the history of theatre through the per-
formance of scenes and monologues from classic and contemporary liter-
ature. Students learn about movement, vocal interpretation, pantomime 
and basic character analysis. Character analysis and staging techniques 
are also explored. The survey of dramatic literature is enhanced by stu-
dents’ researched presentations on playwrights such as Marlowe, Mo-
liere, Chekhov, and Beckett. The course is designed to complement the 
literature courses and to develop reading comprehension at all levels. 
This arts elective can be taken to fulfill the public speaking requirement 
for graduation. 
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168 Military Literature—(offered every other year) 
1/2  Credit Prerequisites: 11th or 12th Grade Status 
Military Literature is a class designed to involve students in the reading, 
analysis, and discussion of literature focused on the lives of soldiers.  
Issues of physical and psychological survival, battle tactics, and the im-
pact of warfare on human beings  are covered.  The course involves 
reading and a wide range of writing assignments (both creative and ex-
pository) that allow students to come face to face with the reality of 
warfare in past and current battle zones.  This class is a one semester 
English or History elective credit. 
 
565 Constitutional Studies - (meets before school 2 days a week 
September 11- Thanksgiving) 
1/2  Credit  Prerequisite: 11th or 12th grade status  
This course examines in detail the content of the U.S. Constitution, in-
cluding its origins and development through history to modern times. 
Funded and created by the Center for Constitutional Studies, the class 
meets for 20 early-morning sessions over a 10 week period between 
September 11th and Thanksgiving. This is a seminar-style course de-
manding independent inquiry and a high level of participation, and is 
limited to 15 students. Top performers are awarded Shrine tuition 
scholarships. 
 
547  AP Microeconomics (offered every other year 2nd Semester 
only) 
1/2  Credit  Prerequisite: Successful completion of World Histo-
ry and US History, and instructor recommendation. 
This course is equivalent to a one semester introductory college course 
in microeconomics. All students will be expected to sit for the AP Mi-
croeconomics exam. According to the College Board AP Course De-
scription, “the purpose of the AP course in microeconomics is to give 
students a thorough understanding of the principles of economics that 
apply to the functions of individual decision makers, both consumers 
and producers, within the economic system.”  Major topics will include 
basic economic concepts such as scarcity, marginal analysis, supply and 
demand, the theory of consumer choice including marginal utility, the 
theory of the firm, market structures, and the role of the government in 
regulating the economy and promoting competition. 
 



46 

 

548 AP Macroeconomics-(offered every other year 2nd Semester 
only) 
1/2 credit Prerequisites:  Successful completion of World  
History and US History, and instructor recommendation. 
This course is equivalent to a one semester introductory college course 
in macroeconomics. All students will be required to sit for the AP Mac-
roeconomics exam.  
 
According to the College Board AP, “the purpose of the AP course in 
macroeconomics is to give students a thorough understanding of the 
principles of economics that apply to an economic system as a whole. 
The course places particular emphasis on the study of national income 
and price-level determination, and also develops students’ familiarity 
with economic performance measures, the financial sector, stabilization 
policies, economic growth, and international economics.” 
 
Major topics will include basic economic concepts such as opportunity 
cost, production possibilities, and the business cycle, measurements of 
economic performance such as GDP, inflation rates, and unemployment 
rates, theories of national income and price determination such as ag-
gregate demand, aggregate supply, and equilibrium, the financial sector 
including money creation, interest rates, and central bank policy, the 
theory of economic growth, the theory of fiscal and monetary policies, 
and international trade including imports, exports, and foreign exchange 
markets. 
 
In the spring, students may qualify for college credit with a superior 
score on the College Board’s AP Macroeconomics Exam. 
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FINE ARTS DEPARTMENT 
 
VISUAL ARTS COURSES 
 
602 Basic Art          
1 Credit Prerequisite:  None 
This year long course is a foundation class on the principles of draw-
ing and painting.  The drawing semester includes self-portraits, still 
life, perspective, figure studies, and various drawing techniques.  Me-
dia:  graphite, charcoal, pastel, oil pastel, and colored pencil.  The 
painting semester includes self-portraits, still life, Surrealism, Pop 
Art, Art History, and various painting techniques.  Media:  acrylic.  
This course is a prerequisite for  Advanced Art.  
  
601 Advanced Art                     
1/2  Credit Prerequisite:  Completion of Basic Art and 
Permission of instructor 
These semester classes offer a variety of media, including animation 
(clay, illustrated, Lego, pixilation, sand and stop-motion), ceramics 
(hand-building:  coil and slab), computer graphics (Photoshop), draw-
ing (building on skills with advanced projects and new media), fash-
ion design (designs need not be worn, sewing skills are recommended 
but not necessary) mixed media, painting (acrylic, oil, and watercol-
or), portfolio preparation (college and competition), printmaking 
(blind embossing, drypoint, and linoleum block), sculpture 
(assemblage, ceramic, and found object), textile and fiber design 
(batik and weaving), video and film production (artistic/experimental, 
documentary, public service announcements), and video editing, 
iMovie. Students may take Advanced Art multiple times. The degree 
of creativity/difficulty increases as the student artist progresses. 
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VOCAL COURSES 
 
631 Knights’ Chorus                      
1 Credit Prerequisite:  None 
Knights’ Chorus is a beginning level high school choir open to all 
freshmen, with a focus on music literacy, use of correct vocal tech-
nique, and performance skills.  In this year-long class, students perform 
a variety of music in many languages representin diverse time periods 
and genres.  Students perform at MSVMA sanctioned festivals, con-
certs, and other civic and community functions. 
 
632 Concert Choir                      
1 Credit Prerequisites:  Knight Chorus and/or Permission of 
instructor 
Concert Choir is an intermediate level ensemble with a continued focus 
on music literacy, vocal technique, and performance skills.  In this year
-long class, students perform a variety of music in many languages rep-
resenting diverse time periods and genres.  Students perform at 
MSVMA sanctioned festivals, concerts, and other civic and community 
functions. 
 
633 Goliards                                                
1 Credit  Prerequisite: Audition and permission of instructor 
Goliards is an advanced vocal ensemble with a continued focus on mu-
sic literacy, vocal technique, and performance skills.  Participation in 
this year-long class includes performance in MSVMA sanctioned cho-
ral and Solo and Ensemble festivals in addition to parish, school, civic, 
and community functions. 
 
634 Advanced Women's Chorus  
1 Credit Prerequisite:  Teacher Recommendation 
Advanced Women's Chorus is a select group of women in grades 10-
12.  This is an intermediate level choir that emphasizes a higher level of 
choral skills and music fundamentals.  Students are expected to per-
form in all the choral concerts throughout the year.  Chorus members 
will experience a broad range of music from multiple time periods, cul-
tures and genres, in more advanced SSA or SSAA literature. By teacher 
recommendation only.   
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BAND COURSES 
 
640 Concert Band                      
1 Credit Prerequisite:  Permission of instructor 
Open to all 9th -12th grade students with instrumental music experi-
ence. In the Concert Band we place emphasis on playing quality music. 
Students improve musicianship through technique, rhythm, theory and 
style. The Concert Band puts on a Fall, Christmas, and Spring Concert 
and also performs at various school, events,  such as The National Hon-
or Society Induction Ceremony and The Senior Honors Convocation.  
 
643 Drum Line                  
1/2  Credit per year, 1/4 Credit each semester    
  Prerequisite:  Permission of instructor  
An audition only percussion ensemble that meets one morning per 
week. The Drumline plays marching percussion instruments and learns 
traditional Drumline beats and cadences. The Drumline prepares music 
to play at school events such as concerts, pep rallies and football 
games. 
 
DRAMA COURSES 

 
181 Dramatic Literature & Performance        
1/2  Credit Prerequisite:  10th, 11th or 12th Grade Status 
Acting students are introduced to the history of theatre through the per-
formance of scenes and monologues from classic and contemporary 
literature. Students learn about movement, vocal interpretation, panto-
mime and basic dramatic skills. Character analysis and staging tech-
niques are also explored. The survey of dramatic literature is enhanced 
by students’ researched presentations on playwrights such as Marlowe, 
Moliere, Chekhov, and Beckett. The course is designed to complement 
the literature courses and to develop reading comprehension at all lev-
els. This arts elective can be taken to fulfill the public speaking require-
ment for graduation. 
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164 Film Study  
1/2  Credit  Prerequisites: 11th or 12th Grade Status 
This is a one semester elective designed to sharpen students’ skills in 
critical thinking and writing. Students view classic and contemporary 
films in a variety of genres including science fiction, documentary, 
film noir, drama, and comedy. Students are introduced to the history of 
film and study topics in 20th century American and European history. 
An examination of the craft of cinematography (e.g., editing, sound, 
light, composition, camera movement) provides a foundation for a few 
analytical essays in MLA style. This class can be taken as an elective 
in History or English or can be applied to the Arts requirement for 
graduation. 
  
PHYSICAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 
 
815 Physical Fitness and Health Management               
1 Credit Prerequisite:  None 
This course is designed to improve physical fitness and to develop a 
wellness-based lifestyle.  Students will be instructed in all aspects of 
personal training and health skill development.  Some of the topics in-
clude, but are not limited to:  Nutrition, Stress Management, Chemical 
Awareness and Illegal Drugs.  
 
817 Advanced Physical Training  
(separate male only and female only classes) 
1/2 Credit Prerequisite:  Completion of Physical Fitness & 
Health Management 
This course will teach students valuable lessons about nutrition and 
exercise.  Students will assess their diet, study human musculoskeletal 
anatomy and movement, proper stretching and running techniques, and 
weight room safety.  Students must be able to handle light to moderate 
physical exertion.  In addition, some non-traditional exercise tech-
niques such as Yoga, and a review of CPR/AED protocol will also be 
explored. 
 
OTHER ELECTIVES: 
920 Study Hall  

High School students may elect to take a semester or full year of study 
hall.  Students will work independently to complete homework, study 
for tests or prepare for their classes.  During high school study halls 
students have the opportunity to work with Shrine’s Response to Inter-
vention Specialists on specific academic needs, re-teaching lessons, 
organizational help and study skills techniques. 
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Subject                 
Credits 

9th 10th 11th 12th 

Theology         4 Credits      

English            4 Credits     

Mathematics  4 Credits     

Science            3 Credits     

Social Studies 3 Credits     

World  
Language        2 Credits 

    

Physical Fitness/Health 
Management    1 Credit 

    

Public  
Speaking       1/2 Credit 

    

Fine & Performing  
Arts                  1 Credit 

    

Electives   3-1/2 Credits 
 

    

Your Credit Totals      

SHRINE CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL 
GRADUATION PLANNING CHART 
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