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At Shrine Catholic Academy, we exemplify Christ by reflecting, challenging, and aspiring
to become the middle school students and disciples we are called to be.

Shrine Catholic Academy- Frequently Asked Questions

What time can I drop off and pick up my student? The school building will open at 6:45 a.m. While there is no direct supervision of students during this time, there are teachers and staff around the building who can assist. Classes start at 7:52 a.m. School ends at 3:05 p.m. If you have a student at the Academy and a student at the Grade School, it is recommended that in the morning you drop off your Academy student first, and in the afternoon, you pick up your Grade School student first. 
What is a typical day like in the Academy for students in grades 6, 7 and 8? Academy students will have eight classes per day, which are labeled with letters (Period A, B, C…) along with an Advisory period. Advisory is a 14-minute morning period on Mass days (typically) with an assigned teacher. Advisory is very similar to a homeroom class, where teachers and students meet to make connections, listen to announcements, and receive necessary updates and handouts. 
Students in grades 7 and 8 will have their six core classes during Periods A, B, C, D, E and H. Grade 6 students will have their six core classes during periods A, B, C, F, G and H. The core classes are English, Literature, History, Science, Religion and Math. 
Grade 6 students will have their elective classes during period D. These electives include Art, Music, Physical Education and Chinese. During period E, grade 6 students will have a combination of recess and Academic Flex time. 
Grade 7 students will have electives during periods E and F. Elective options for grade 7 students include Art, Band (full year class), Choir, Design and Modeling, Drama, Physical Education, Spanish, Tech Media, and one other elective course. 
Grade 8 students will also have their electives during periods F and G. Elective options for grade 8 students include Art, Band (full year class), Choir, Journalism, Computer Science and Discoveries, Drama, Choir, Physical Education, and Robotics.
How can I keep updated on my student’s grades? Academy teachers will regularly post grades into the FACTS system (https://factsmgt.com/). Students and parents are encouraged to check FACTS frequently for the most up-to-date information on grades and homework assignments. Parents and students can continue to use the same FACTS login from the Grade School. Grade 6 students and new students will receive training on how to access their FACTS page. 

What is the grading scale for Shrine Catholic Academy? Shrine Catholic Academy follows the Archdiocese of Detroit grading scale. This scale does not include pluses (+) or minuses (-). 
A= 93-100
B= 83-92
C= 72-82
D=60-71
F= 59 or below

Students will also receive quarterly conduct grades using the following scale: 
1= Excellent Behavior
2= Acceptable Behavior
3= Needs Improvement
4= Unacceptable Behavior 

Who should I contact if my student has a concern about a grade? At the middle school level, students are encouraged to speak directly to their teacher if they have a question or concern about a grade or a particular class. Shrine teachers are very accessible to students via email and will make every effort to help students before or after school, or during Advisory, Academic Flex (grade 6 only), or lunch periods. You may also contact your student’s teacher. All teacher email addresses are the teacher’s last name followed by @shrineschools.com. Additionally, our Academy counselor, Mrs. Christine Darin (darin@shrineschools.com), or Mr. Mio, Academy Principal (jmio@shrineschools.com), can help you and your student navigate any academic concerns. 
What supplies does a student need for grades 6, 7 and 8? With the exception of novels for literature class, Shrine Academy provides textbooks for students. Some items on the supply list will need to be purchased directly from Shrine on the first day of school. A $210 fee is billed on FACTS for supplies used at school, textbooks, and school planned events and activities. Other school supplies will need to be purchased by families on their own before the first day of school. 
What type of technology is required for students in grades 6, 7, and 8? Academy students will not be required to have a personal device at school. Shrine Catholic Academy has a set of Chromebooks in all core classrooms that teachers and students may use for a class period as needed. Students receive technology, citizenship and etiquette training while in the Academy. 

How does lunch work in the Academy? Our grade 6 students have recess 11:19-11:41 a.m. and lunch 11:41 a.m.-12:07 p.m. Grade 7 and 8 students eat lunch together 11:19 a.m.-11:41 a.m. Our Academy students are usually very excited about the fact that they can sit with whomever they want during lunch. Students who wish to purchase lunch may do so using the Shrine Academy ID card, or they can pay with cash. Parents can add money to their student’s account by using the FACTS system, or by check (payable to Shrine Academy) or cash to the Academy Office.
To load money to your student’s lunch account on FACTS:
· Log in to the FACTS Family Portal.
· Select “Financial” from the menu on the left.
· Select “Add Funds” from the “Prepay Accounts” tab, and add funds to the “Cafeteria-High School” account. 
What is the dress code and where can I purchase uniforms? Parents may purchase uniforms from Educational Outfitters with their dedicated page for Shrine Academy items. 
Are there different uniforms for different days? Yes, we have Mass uniforms to be worn on Mass days. The Mass uniform for girls is a light-blue Oxford shirt to be worn with uniform bottoms. Boys will wear a light-blue Oxford with a Shrine logo tie and uniform bottoms. Academy students may wear a modified summer uniform until Oct. 1 and after May 1. There are more details in our student handbook.
[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]Does my student wear a gym uniform? Yes, the Academy has a gym uniform that students will change  into in locker rooms for gym class. Students may wear a designated gray shirt with the Shrine logo and navy Shrine joggers, or their own gym clothes. Parents may link to the Educational Outfitters to purchase these items, or may continue to use joggers and shorts from the Grade School. 
What is the Shrine Academy policy on cellphones? Shrine Academy students are not permitted to use their cellphones during the school day. Students will need to leave cellphones in their lockers 7:30 a.m-3:05 p.m. each day. If you need to contact your student for any reason during the school day, please call Mrs. Papp at (248) 549-2925 Ext. 2360 in the Academy Office, and she will get the message to your child. 
We loved volunteering at our student’s grade school; how can we stay involved at the Academy level? Wonderful! Shrine Academy encourages parents to participate by joining the Moms or Dads Clubs and by volunteering to help at the Halloween Dance, Student Council events, retreats, Vocations Day and more. 
· FACT: 90% of the 7th and 8th Grade classes participate in extracurricular clubs or activities.

Shrine Academy has activities, clubs and school events that are both co-curricular and non-academic.
· 
· Altar Servers: Shrine Academy students are invited to assist in weekend and holiday liturgies at the National Shrine of the Little Flower Basilica. For training dates and information, please contact Altar Server Coordinators Justin and Jenna Hollis at altarservers@shrinechurch.com.
· 
CYO Athletics: Shrine Academy offers a wide variety of sports in every season for boys and girls of all skill levels. In recent years, Shrine teams have won the CYO Championship in girls basketball, boys soccer and lacrosse. Please visit https://shrineschools.com/athletics for more information.
· 
Student Council: This student-led group is open to all students in grades 7 and 8 who chose to join, but most are elected. The groups meet weekly during lunch. Members learn leadership skills by organizing school and service events. Examples of Student Council events include food drives for a warming shelter, school dances, a Christmas tree decorating competition, a Christmas service project, Catholic Schools Week, etc.
· 
Shrine Academy Honor Society: Open to students in grade 8 who qualify in terms of Service, Scholarship, and Character. Students create committees to work on service projects that they want to focus on in our school, our church, and our community. Past service projects have included Communion buddies with the second graders making their First Communion, a book drive for the Rx for Reading program sponsored by the University of Detroit Mercy, the Mitten and Glove Drive, and student-planned fundraising efforts to raise money to buy supplies for Beaumont Children’s Hospital and area homeless shelters.
· 
Music Connection: Open to all students in grades 6, 7, and 8. Students meet one morning each week before school to study choral music of all genres and learn performance practices of choral music from many time periods. This group performs at the Christmas Concert, the Catholic Schools Week Concert and the Spring Concert, and ends the school year traveling and competing in the Music In the Parks Music Festival at Cedar Point in Sandusky, Ohio.
· 
Announcement Committee: Open to students in grades 7 and 8. These students use the school intercom system to make daily announcements and lead prayer at 8 a.m., lunch, and the end of the day.
· 
Yearbook Committee: Open to students in grades 7 and 8. The yearbook team meets on Tuesdays and Thursdays after school. Students are responsible for the production of the annual yearbook, including the copy, layout and photography. Members of the Yearbook Committee attend school activities and events to take quality photographs.
· 
Robotics: Open to all students in grades 7 and 8. The RoboKnight FIRST Tech Challenge team is challenged to design, build, program and operate robots to compete in head-to-head challenges. Guided by adult coaches and mentors, students develop STEM skills and practice engineering principles, while realizing the value of hard work, innovation and teamwork.
· 
· Academy Drama Club:  Students meet 3:15-5 p.m. Tuesdays in the fall for casting, rehearsals, lighting, sound and building a full-length drama production. Recently, the group of over 60 Academy students produced and performed “Finding Nemo Jr.”

Shrine Writers and Artists Guild (SWAG):  Meets Wednesdays. All Academy students with an interest in art and writing new material, and sharing their interests in writing and art, are encouraged to attend. Moderator-led writing challenges and competitions are the norm with this club.
· 
“A Christmas Carol” at Meadowbrook Theatre
Every three years the entire Academy student body attends the play “A Christmas Carol” at Meadowbrook Theatre. Students learn how to properly dress for the theatre and theater etiquette. After the play, students research the structure of the play.
· 
Lenten Project
The annual almsgiving project in the Academy has collected nearly $1,000 in recent years. Students helped Catholic Relief Services serve others in developing countries and in metro Detroit through the Lenten Rice Bowl program or collections of basic supplies. Our students are amazing in their generosity to their brothers and sisters in need.
· 
Academy Field Day
This event is held annually at Oakland Yard Athletics. The students enjoy team events such as tug of war and sand volleyball, as well as the indoor-golf driving range, basketball court, soccer field, ropes course and  slip-n-slide.
· 
8th Grade Trip to Washington, D.C.
Each spring, the eighth grade students travel to Washington, D.C. The students will explore the heart of Capitol Hill, home to the U.S. Capitol Building, the Supreme Court, and the Library of Congress. They will pay their respects at Arlington National Cemetery, the final resting place for hundreds of thousands brave men and women who sacrificed their lives in the name of our country. Students will experience the changing of the guard and meet many veterans. They will visit Mount Vernon, the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, the National Mall of Smithsonians, the National Museum of African American History and Culture, the Lincoln and Jefferson memorials, the war memorials and the Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial. Students will also attend Mass at the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception Basilica. It is an amazing trip that provides memories for a lifetime. Parents are welcome and encouraged to join us; however, chaperoning is limited.
· 
Grade 7 Camp
The seventh grade class travels to Camp Ozanam for a weekend of camp and faith formation activities each year. This weekend is a wonderful way for our students to gain leadership skills, bond with classmates, and more deeply discover their faith. Many students fondly speak of this weekend as the highlight of their Academy experience. It is an overnight event, and all parents are encouraged to chaperone and participate.
· 
· Grade 6 Field Trip
· The sixth grade students have a one-day field trip each year. From Cranbrook to Greenfield Village, with a Ford Rouge Factory Tour, this is an event to teach students about our local history and science lessons connected with our Earth curriculum.

Board Game Club
All Academy students are welcome to this fun morning social club where students will learn to play chess, Uno, Sorry!, and other fun games. Donuts are usually served, and students have fun together.
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