
Summarize the HIGHLIGHTS and COMMON THEMES regarding "Speaking and Listening" * 

It was identified that through the COVID-19 pandemic, our parish strived to keep in touch with the 

faithful via live stream Mass, Curbside Communion, and outdoor Confessions. Within the Church as a 

whole, being able to “visit” other churches, even in other countries, was beneficial throughout the 

pandemic and brought to life how our Catholic faith is truly “universal.”  

The pandemic also forced the faithful to look for other opportunities to be fed with the likes of Relevant 

Radio, EWTN, Word on Fire, YouTube and 24-hour Adoration.  

Once we were able to gather outside, the outdoor Masses were wonderful and quite life-giving. It was 

identified that we do not have the same participation as we did pre-Covid, but personally inviting those 

we have not seen at Mass is a good way to begin. Faith formation programs went to on-line learning and 

used intergenerational learning to provide a continuity for the students.   

It was mentioned several times that the creation of VIRTUS is a long, overdue blessing for our Church 

and the faithful are happy that it is in place and will continue to develop as times goes on. Although the 

Church dealt with the abuse scandal, it was agreed upon there should have been more transparency. 

It was also mentioned that there seems to be conflicting sentiments coming from Rome and the USCCB. 

The faithful want a clear and concise message from the Magisterium. This will then allow our parish 

priests to have the tools needed to impart meaningful homilies, whereby the faithful can see how our 

faith is intertwined with daily life. With homilies that touch our hearts and give light to our spirituality, 

we can go forth as true missionary disciples.  

Summarize any POINTS OF VIEW THAT VARIED from the majority of comments on 

"Speaking and Listening" * 

A few points of view that varied from the majority was the overall Church seems stagnant and does 

not want to move forward. A question raised was “Why is the annulment process so difficult?”  

Summarize the HIGHLIGHTS and COMMON THEMES regarding "Celebrating"  

It was a common theme of the wonderful community aspect that is shared during Mass and the 

sacraments. As it was mentioned before, the participation at Mass is lacking by way of 

numbers, but the faithful are still attending. Our sacramental celebrations of First Holy 

Communion and Confirmation are important celebrations to bring the faithful back to church as 

they witness the life of the Church in the children and youth of the parish. The fact that there 

are various “types” of Masses from which to choose, whether it be the Youth Mass, Family 

Mass or High Mass, allows for different aspects of learning styles to be touched upon while 

experiencing the Liturgy. We are also blessed to celebrate our cultural Masses throughout the 

liturgical year such as Korean Martyrs, Simbang Gabi and Our Lady of Guadalupe. Another 

common theme was women need to be given more of a role in our celebrations to allow the 

feminine face of God to shine through, and not just behind the scenes.  

    



Summarize any POINTS OF VIEW THAT VARIED from the majority of comments on 

"Celebrating"  

One suggestion was to consider revising the Mass. It was asked “How can the lived witness of 

the local community be shared along with current Scriptural readings during the Liturgy of the 

Word, and consecrated together with the Liturgy of the Eucharist by celebrating what people 

have done?” 

Some men felt that many of the as devotions of the church lacked masculine sensibilities, for 

example, spirituality in business, construction, and other professions, addressing the male 

psyche.  

Summarize the HIGHLIGHTS and COMMON THEMES regarding "Going on Mission" * 

It was identified that the faithful can always do a better job at putting to use the gifts given to 

us by God and are brought to life by the Holy Spirit. This can be done by way of additional 

catechesis though Bible Studies, small faith groups, retreats, visiting speakers, witness talks, 

and faith filled fellowship. Developing workshops to break open the apostolic and ecclesial 

writings from the Bishop of Rome can help the faithful understand better the positions taken by 

our Church. Here at home, ongoing volunteer opportunities are necessary to allow the faithful 

to be missionary disciples to others as we bring the Gospel alive to those we meet.    

Summarize any POINTS OF VIEW THAT VARIED from the majority of comments on "Going on 

Mission" 

Not applicable  

Summarize the HIGHLIGHTS and COMMON THEMES regarding "Dialoguing 

An overwhelming theme was the Catholic Church needs to foster more experiences with other 

faith traditions and organizations, forming real faith communities. We can learn from others 

just as they can learn from us. As it has been said, “we have more in common, than we do 

differences” and we need to share in those commonalities and even the differences.  When the 

differences can be brought to light and a deeper understanding can take place, inherent 

defenses go down. This can allow emotions and love to be experienced it their truest capacity, 

with the heart.  

A common theme regarding “Dialoguing” was the USCCB should stay out of politics, whether it 

be in support of a particular issue/ person or condemning an issue/person.    

Another overwhelming theme was the awareness, acceptance, and ministry to the LGBTQ+ 

community as God created a diverse world, making no mistakes.  

Issues pertaining to social justice was a common theme whereby the faithful want to have 

more opportunities to minister to and try to make a difference in the areas of prison ministry, 

homelessness, abuse outreach, rehabilitation facilities, etc.    



In addition, another common theme was that of married priests and women priests and 

deacons. With the priest shortage and the laity being able to do only so much, the faithful feel a 

real need for this to be a topic of discussion.  

Summarize any POINTS OF VIEW THAT VARIED from the majority of comments on 

"Dialoguing" 

The Church needs to have more awareness of and ministry to those suffering with mental 

health issues.  

Summarize the HIGHLIGHTS and COMMON THEMES regarding "Discerning and Deciding"  

The common theme here was the bottom line is we must celebrate all of life and not just 

Catholic life. Love in action transcends petty political and cultural differences, making us the 

truest of missionary disciples. As we spread the Good News, we can be more inclusive and build 

community. In addition, we need to regain those personal relationships that might have been 

lost through lack of forgiveness or even the pandemic. The manifestation of forgiveness can set 

us on an entirely different path as we try to become the best version of ourselves, the version 

God intended for us. 

Another key element here was our youth.  The Church needs to work harder to allow our youth 

to feel at home within the church, that the Church speaks to them, has a place for them, NEEDS 

them to survive. More importantly, the Church needs to show she is striving to be the most 

important part of their very being.      

Summarize any POINTS OF VIEW THAT VARIED from the majority of comments on 

"Discerning and Deciding" 

Not applicable  

Summarize the HIGHLIGHTS and COMMON THEMES regarding "Growing in Synodality" * 

The overwhelming theme under Growing in Synodality was the faithful is excited and happy to 

be a part of such a task.  There is hope there will be many more opportunities to share the 

“view from the pew” in the years to come.  It is also in our prayers that we will hear the results 

from this endeavor and discussion and action will take place as a result. An idea was that 

“listening/feedback” sessions could take place as the regional or archdiocesan level, allowing 

for more frequency than a worldwide Synod.  

Another theme was the need for ideas, activities, and opportunities to build back our faith 

community after the pandemic. The pandemic affected everyone differently and although our 

parish stepped up in some areas, the faithful need and want more avenues in which we can 

strengthen our own faith, thereby strengthening our faith community. Vibrant liturgies, 

thought-provoking homilies that connect to our daily life, a strong sense of connection between 

our school and parish, the return of Children’s Liturgy of the Word and more involvement from 

the laity all speak to a faith filled community.    



 

Summarize any POINTS OF VIEW THAT VARIED from the majority of comments on "Growing 

in Synodality" * 

The Catholic Church needs to become a stronger leader in the modern world.   


