
 

 



 

 

Weekday Mass Times 
Monday 

8:00 am—Downtown 
9:00 am—Watervliet 

 
 

Tuesday 
8:00 am—Downtown 
9:00 am—Watervliet 

 
 

Wednesday 
8:00 am—Downtown 
9:00 am—Watervliet 

 

Thursday 
8:00 am—Downtown 

 

Friday 
8:00 am—Downtown 
5:15 pm—Watervliet 

12:15 pm—Downtown 
 
 

Saturday 
8:00 am—St. John 

8:00 am—Downtown 
9:00 am—Watervliet 

Mass Intentions 
 

Saturday, September 9 
 8:00 am †John Polega,  
  by Ashley Messier ................ SJ 
 5:00 pm †Mary Ann LaPrad,  
  by Carol Regal .......................SB 
 

Sunday, September 10 
 9:00 am †Al Sturcz, 
  by Diana Sturcz ..................... SJ 
 11:00 am †*Paul Figel, 
  by Cindy Figel .......................SB 
 12:30 pm  (Español) Por la Communidad  
  Paroquial ..............................SB 
 

Saturday, September 16 
 8:00 am †Daniel O’Brien Sr.,  
  by Tammy O’Brien ................ SJ 
 5:00 pm Our Parish Family, ................SB 
 

Sunday, September 17 
 9:00 am †Dr. C. Bassett Brown, 
  by Perla Tolentino ................ SJ 
 11:00 am Terry Spans, 
  by the Spans Family ..............SB 
 12:30 pm  (Español) Father James Adams,  
  by the Spans Family ..............SB 
 

† Indicates Deceased  ●  * Indicates Death Anniversary 

 
Attend Our Masses by Live Stream, 
Phone, or the Web 
Sunday, 9:00 am  ●  St. John 
Visit Our Facebook Page: SS. John & Bernard 
YouTube Channel: SS John and Bernard Parish 

 
Now You Can Listen by Phone 
You now can dial a toll free number and listen to 
the live audio of the Mass. The call in number is:   
1-888-431-4633 
If you like, you can receive a call whenever we go 
live by following the prompts when you call in. 

Scripture Readings 
For the Week of September 10, 2023 
 
Sunday Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time - G 
 Ez 33:7-9; Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9; Rom 13:8-10;  
 Mt 18:15-20 
 
Monday Monday of the Twenty-Third  
 Week of Ordinary Time - G  
 Col 1:24-2:3; Ps 62:6-7, 9; Lk 6:6-11 
 
Tuesday Memorial of the Holy Name of Mary - G 
 Col 2:6-15; Ps 145:1b-2, 8-9, 10-11; Lk 6:12-19 
 
Wednesday Memorial of Saint John Chrysostom,  
 Bishop and Doctor of the Church - W 
 Col 3:1-11, Ps 145:2-3, 10-11, 12-13ab; Lk 6:20-26 
 
Thursday Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross - R 
 Nm 21:4b-9: Ps 78:1bc-2, 34-35, 36-37, 38;  
 Phil 2:6-11; Jn 3:13-17 
 
Friday Memorial of Our Lady of Sorrows - W 
 1 Tm 1:1-2, 12-14; Ps 16:1b-2a & 5, 7-8, 11;  
 Jn 19:25-27 or Lk 2:33-35 
 
Saturday Memorial of Saints Cornelius, Pope, and Cyprian,  
 Bishop, Martyrs - R 
 1 Tm 1:15-17; Ps 113:1b-2, 3-4, 5 & 6-7; Lk 6:43-49 
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Father John Peter on  

Retreat 
September 11 through September 15 
 
Father John Peter will be on retreat from  
Monday, September 10 through and including 
Friday, September 15.  There will still be  
adoration however there will not be Confession 
or Daily Mass.  The Mass intentions for that time 
will be rescheduled. 

 

Adoration Chapel 
Downtown 

Tues. 8:00 am—Weds. 6:00 pm  
24 Hours, 7 Days—Hopefully soon! 

We need more adorers  
to make it happen. 

 

Adoration Monday 
7:00 am—5:15 pm  

St. Bernard 
 
 

Friday 
8:30 am—4:30 pm  

St. John 
6:00 pm—7:00 pm 

Watervliet 
 

Confession Times 
Friday 

11:00 am—Noon  
Downtown 

6:00—7:00 pm 
Watervliet 

Collaborative Weekday Mass, Adoration and Confession Times 



 

 

Saturday, September 9, .. 5:00pm Mass 
Lectors ............................ Marcia Grover 
Sunday, September 10, .. 9:00 am Mass 
Lectors  .......................... Steve Gaunder 
Sunday, September 10, 11:00 am Mass 
Lector  ..................................... Bill Klein  
Sunday, September 10, 12:30 pm Mass 
Lector .................................. Lilia Torres 

Saturday, September 16, 5:00pm Mass 
Lectors ............................ Peg Pinkowski 
Sunday, September 17, . 9:00 am Mass 
Lectors  ................................ Lia Hartline 
Sunday, September 17, 11:00 am Mass 
Lector  ........................ Patricia Quatrrin  
Sunday, September 17, 12:30 pm Mass 
Lector ....................... Yessica Velazquez 

Gary Allison 
Gabriel Andersen 
Anna Anderson 
Andrew Bain 
Elizabeth Bean 
Lee Boardman  
Sharon Calahan 
James Carpentier 
Cole Childress 
Denise Copi 
Grace deBest 
Dale DeLong 
Marietta DeMorrow 
Richard Dibble 
April Disterheft 
Christian Dornseif 
Sally Eberhard 
Sarah Fairthorne 
Sandy Fenderbosch 
Rose Fuller 
Michael Gagliardo 
Gabe Galligan 
Mike Gaunder 
Steve Gaunder  
Eileen Healy 

Linda Heil 
Amanda Michaels 
Hamilton 
Philip Hild 
Barbara Hosbein 
Fr. Bill Jacobs 
Marilyn Jennings 
Lynne Jones 
Thomas Jones 
Theda Koshar 
David Liddle 
Cindy MacDonald 
Robert Martin 
Janine McDonough 
Mic McDonough 
Patrick McRae 
Linda Mitchell 
Jackie Miller 
Dorthey Myrick 
Larry Olson  
Rob Ott 
Anna Post 
Mary Ann Puchinsky 
Kim Puleo 
Mario Reich 

Jolene Richards  
Kristy Schmitt  
Michael Sears 
Raejene Shaffer 
Ann Shembarger 
Martha Shuler 
Deanna Signor 
Dave Simaz  
Arlene Sisson  
Sherry Smith 
Catherine Sitarz 
Joseph Stainer 
Ruth Still 
The Tezich Family  
James Thomas, Jr. 
Shirley Thomas 
Terry Wallis 
Connie Weaver 
Brian Wilder 
Julie Wilder 
Jeannine Wyss 
Ruth Ann York 
Special Intentions 

Please Pray For Our Sick 

Anointing of the Sick a Sacrament of Healing 
Do you have a family member who is transitioning to Hospice or is  
homebound and in need of Anointing or Confession?  Please contact the Parish 
Office at 269-925-2425. 

Lector Schedule 
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Adoration 
Mondays  St. Bernard’s     7:00 am -  4:30 pm 
 

Fridays  St. John’s       8:00 am - 4:30 pm 
 
 

Our goal is to have two people for each hour.  
Is God asking you to come and be with Him?  We 
are in need of an adorer on Monday Mornings. 
To sign up, please call 269-925-2425. 

Parish Directory 
Universal Church Directories 
 

Our Church has selected Universal Church  

Directors to help us with our new church  

directory.  Their photographer will take  

professional pictures of you and your family, for 
the directory. Our scheduling process has begun.  
You may also sign up through their website 
https://www.ucdir.com and entering the code: 
mi1817 (case sensitive) and password: photos 
(case sensitive).  If you are interested  

volunteering with the sign up process or on the 
day of the photo shoot, please contact Wendy at 
269-925-2425 or email at 

ssjbsecretary@gmail.com 

This is a terrific opportunity for a FREE  

professional portrait.  Our 
dates for photography will be 
September 25 , 26 & 27. The 
photos will be taken at  

St. Bernard Parish Center.    

Schedule your family soon! 



 

 

Elementary School  ●  (269) 429-0227 
Sherri Kirschner, Principal 
skirschner@lmclakers.org 
 
Middle/High School  ●  (269) 983-2511 
James White, Principal 
jwhite@lmclakers.org 
 
Business Office ●  (269) 983-5529 
220 Church Street 
St. Joseph, MI 49085 
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2023 - 2024 School Year 
Enrollment is Open 
 

Families interested in a quality faith-based 
education can call to schedule a tour: 
269.429.0227 for pre-school through 
5th grade; 269.983.2511 for 6th through 
12th grade. 

Host Families Needed 
International Students 
 
Students from Japan and Vietnam are 

seeking a family to host them while they 

study at our parish school for the 2023-

2024 school year. For information please 

contact James White at 269-983-2511.  

Our Lady of the Lake Catholic School has open 
positions. 
PE/Health, Full-Time 
Elementary Spanish Teacher for TK - 5th Grade Full or Part-Time 
 
Our Lady of the Lake Catholic School is currently seeking a professional, positive, 
creative, motivating, and innovative PE/Health teacher for a full-time position. The 
teacher should be licensed and qualified to teach in the State of Michigan. The 
teacher will instruct middle and high school PE/Health courses. The teacher should 
have strengths in the areas of well-developed lesson planning and current pedagogy 
and methodologies in PE/Health instruction. Additionally, we are seeking a 
candidate who can successfully build positive relationships, has a passion for 
working with children, and effectively communicates with students, parents, and 
staff. Please contact: James White M.Ed.-Principal 269-983-2511, 
jwhite@lmclakers.org 

Religious Education Registration is now open for the 2023-24 school year. This year 
our parish will offer The Catechesis of the Good Shepherd as our religious education 
program. Classes meet on Sunday mornings from 10:15 to 11:45 a.m. in the Old St. 
John’s School, and is open to 3 year old preschoolers through 6th grade, and will 
begin Sunday, Sept. 17. 7th and 8th graders meet on Sunday evenings, starting Sept. 
17 at St. Bernard’s to prepare for Confirmation. Registration forms may be found on 
the parish website, or in the vestibule of both churches. 
 

Sacramental preparation meeting: Sunday, Sept. 17 at 6:30 p.m. at St. Bernard’s,  
Fr. John Peter will talk to the parents and students preparing for 1st Penance/1st 
Communion OR Confirmation. Please plan to attend with your 1st, 2nd, 7th, or 8th 
grader. Contact Chad at 4Churches YM@gmail.com with any questions. 

OLL is looking for a 
School bus driver 
 

The school is currently looking for a 
positive, energetic part-time (25 hours a 
week) bus driver If interested or require 
more information contact Tom 
Strzyzykowski, Transportation Director 
at tstrzyzykowski@ollakers.org or  

269-325-2771.  

Becoming Catholic 
Join us on Wednesdays at 6:30 pm 
 
This September, SS. John & Bernard Parish will launch a new program called 
“Becoming Catholic.” Historically known as the RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of 
Adults), and now called the OCIA (Order of Christian Initiation of Adults), “Becoming 
Catholic” is the process through which an adult becomes fully initiated into the 
Catholic Church. The program will consist of weekly meetings led by Dr. Donny 
Wallenfang, who will guide participants into the riches of the Catholic faith, 
including Scripture, Tradition, and all the teachings of the Church. “Becoming 
Catholic” meetings are open to any and all adults who want to learn more about the 
Catholic faith and will take place in the Saint John’s conference room on 
Wednesdays from 6:30–8:00 PM, beginning on September 20. Please email Donny 
Wallenfang at ssjbformation@gmail.com or call 269-925-2425 for more details. 

https://lmclakers.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=63fb9e4d4d460febdde2c9e13&id=cb6748015d&e=e8f5dc31f8
mailto:ssjbformation@gmail.com
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Today!! 
Sunday, September 10 at 1:30 pm 

 

Plan to spend the afternoon  
with your Parish Family!  

 

Our Parish will provide the meat and drinks.  
Please bring a dish to pass  

 

Please bring your dish to share in a  
disposable containers.  

 

We hope to see you there! 

Hoy!! 
Domingo 10 de septiembre a las 13:30 horas 

 

Planea pasar la tarde 
con tu Familia Parroquial! 

 

Nuestra Parroquia proporcionará la carne y las bebidas. 
Por favor trae un plato para pasar. 

 

La comunidad hispana traer comida mexicana 
 

Por favor trae tu plato para compartir en un 
contenedores desechables. 

 

¡Esperamos verte ahí! 
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Our Week at a Glance 
Un Vistazo ala Semana 
 
Sunday, September 10  ●  Domingo, 10 Septiembre 
 8:15 am Confession,  
  Confesiones, Iglesia de  
  St. John’s Church 
 11:00 am Family Catechism 
  Catequesis Familiar 
  St. Bernard Parish Center 
 1:30 pm  Parish Picnic 
  Picnic Parroquial 
  St. Bernard Church Grounds 
 

Monday, September 11  ●  Lunes, 11 Septiembre 
 7:00 am Adoration  
  Adoracion al Santisimo & Confesión Iglesia 
  St. Bernard’s Church  
 5:15 pm Benediction  
  Bendicion, Iglesia  
  St. Bernard’s Church 
 No Mass 
 7:00 pm Millions of Monicas,  
  Millones de Mónica  
  St. Bernard’s Church 
 

Tuesday, September 12  ●  Martes, 12 Septiembre 
 No Mass 
 5:30 pm  Legion of Mary,  
  St. Bernard’s Classroom  
 6:00 pm HS Youth Group 
  Grupo Juvenil de la HS 
  Rose Center,  
 6:30 pm Adult Choir Practice, St. John’s Church 
 

Wednesday, September 13  ●  Miercoles, 13 Septiembre 
 No Mass 
 

Thursday, September 14  ●  Jueves, 14 Septiembre 
 7:00 pm Legion of Mary 
  Legión de María (Español)  
  St. Bernard’s Classroom 
 

Friday, September 15  ●  Viernes, 15 Septiembre 
 No Mass 
 8:30 am Adoration & Confession 
  Adoracion al Santisimo & Confesión Iglesia 
  St. John’s Church  
 4:20 pm Benediction, St. John Church 
  Bendicion, Iglesia St. John 
 7:00 pm Choir Rehearsal  
  ensayo de coro (Español) 
  St. Bernard’s Church  
 

Saturday, September 16  ●  Sabado, 16 Septiembre 
 9:00 am Men’s Ultimate Frisbee 
  St. Bernard’s Church Grounds  
 3:30 pm Confession, St. Bernard’s Church 
  Confessiones, Iglesia St. Bernard 

El Rosario, única arma permitida 
 
Todos los católicos conocemos lo que es el Rosario, ese pequeño 
collar de 59 piedras que muchos cargamos en el bolsillo, en el cuello 
u otros que de forma equivocada han colgado en el Espejo retrovisor 
del carro y lo llevan nada más como un adorno. Desafortunadamen-
te, lo tenemos pero no apreciamos su gran valor espiritual, porque 
desconocemos las gracias que podemos recibir con tan solo recitar 
con nuestros labios y el corazón esas cincuenta aves marías cada día y 
meditar de forma pausada los misterios del nacimiento, vida, pasión, 
muerte y resurrección del Señor. 
El Santo Rosario es un arma poderosa contra las asechanzas del mal; es 
tan poderoso que desarma al demonio y cambia los corazones tibios en 
corazones ardientes, y enamorados de Jesús nuestro Señor. Cuando lo 
rezamos con devoción nos vamos configurando con el Señor. Según los 
testimonios de Sor Lucia, vidente en Fátima, cuando lo rezamos con 
amor, el cielo se abre y se derraman muchas gracias sobre la persona 
que lo reza. Por tal razón, es importante el orarlo con amor, desgranar 
esas aves marías con alegría y entusiasmo, sabiendo que apaleamos y 
destruimos toda acechanza del demonio. 
 

El demonio es astuto, y sabe lo que le hace daño y le molesta, por ello 
siembra en nosotros la dejadez y la pereza; hace que nos desin-
teresemos y no lo recemos, o que lo hagamos de manera rutinaria y 
con una devoción fingida, o sin piedad. En una ocasión, Sor Lucia 
pregunto a la Virgen, ¿qué pasa si durante el rezo hay una o más per-
sonas que no rezan con devoción, no se derraman esas gracias sobre 
ellas? Y la Madre le contesto: “Las personas que están rezando sin 
devoción es como si se pusieran un paraguas rechazando las gracias, 
mientras que aquellos que rezan con devoción las reciben con pleni-
tud”. El Santo Rosario se debe rezar pausadamente, recemos con 
amor, recordemos que los Misterios son la descripción grafica de la 
vida de nuestro Señor Jesucristo.  
 

Muchas personas afirman que esta oración les parece monótona; en lo 
particular considero que cuando se entiende el porqué se ora de esa 
forma y se hace con amor no es monótona, sino todo lo contrario, 
enriquece el alma y el espíritu. Yo comparo esta oración con las acti-
tudes de los enamorados, ellos, no se cansan de decir las mismas 
palabras, nunca se cansan de decirse cuanto se quieren y entre mas se 
lo dicen su amor crece más; pues, lo mismo sucede cuando recitamos 
pausadamente el Ave María muchas veces, con nuestros labios solo 
ofrecemos una rosa mas a nuestra Madre y ella la lleva a los pies de su 
hijo y Él nos devuelve su bendición que se transforma en gracia en 
nuestras vidas. 
 

San Josemaría Escriba decía que: El Santo Rosario es un arma podero-
sa. Empléala con confianza y te maravillarás del resultado Esta confian-
za al rezar se manifiesta en creer en la poderosa intercesión de la Vir-
gen María ante cualquier problema o dificulta por el cual pasemos.   Si 
vemos la historia como la batalla de Lepanto entre otros, el Rosario era 
un arma demoledora, ahora al ver el desorden moral en el que vivi-
mos, la Madre la ha convertido en un arma nuclear, así lo afirmaba ella 
a los videntes en Fátima, ella le ha dado nueva eficacia, hasta tal punto 
que no hay problema ni cuestión, por más difícil que sea, temporal, o 
sobre todo, espiritual, en la vida personal de cada uno de nosotros, de 
nuestras familias, de las familias del mundo, o de las comunidades 
religiosas, o inclusive de la vida de los pueblos y de las naciones, que 
no puedan ser resueltas por el Rosario. No hay problema, ni cuestión 
por difícil que sea, que no pueda resolverse por medio de la oración 
del Santo Rosario. Oremos el Santo Rosario, dejemos de usarlo como 
un adorno y comencemos a desgastar esas cuentas y a cosechar las 
gracias y bendiciones reservadas para nosotros. ¿Qué te parece si 
hacemos una cadena de rosarios y le damos una paliza al demonio? 



Parish Directory 
St. John Parish 
600 Columbus Ave. 
Benton Harbor, MI  49022 
 

St. Bernard Parish 
555 E. Delaware Ave. 
Benton Harbor, MI  49022 
 

Parish Office Information 
580 Columbus Ave. 
Benton Harbor, MI  49022 
www.ssjohnandbernard.org 
 

Office (269) 925-2425 
Fax (269) 925-4678 
 

Tuesday - Friday 
  8:30 am - 3:30 pm 
(Closed for lunch  
  12:30 - 1:30 pm) 
 

Parish Staff 
Administrator  ●  Father John 
Peter Ambrose 
ssjbpastor@gmail.com 
 

Deacon  ●  Deacon Ed Nickel 
ednickel57@gmail.com 
 

Deacon  ●  Deacon Philip Sirk 
psirk64@gmail.com 
 
Business  
Manager  ●  Diane Petlick 
ssjbbusmgr@gmail.com 
 

Parish 
Secretary  ●  Wendy Maychszak  
ssjbsecretary@gmail.com 
 
Director of Adult Evangelization 
Donny Wallenfang 
ssjbformation@gmail.com 
 

Building Attendant  
and Caretaker  ●  Chris Visin 
(269) 925-2425 
 
 

Youth Ministry  ●  Chad Roden 
4churchesym@gmail.com 
(269) 983-1575   
 

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 
Coordinator  ●  Peg Hanley 
tdhanley58@hotmail.com 
 

Sacramental Emergency Only 
Call (269) 985-7331 and follow 
the instructions carefully. Please 
leave a message on the 
emergency line only, if no one 
answers as it is always monitored. 
 

Catholic Community Center 
Catholic Charities of Southwest 
Michigan 
(269) 926-6424 
 

Readiness Center  ●  Martha 
Thieneman 
(269) 926-4084 
 

Our Lady of the Lake 
Catholic Schools 
Middle/High School 
915 Pleasant Street 
St. Joseph, MI  49085 
(269) 983-2511 
James White, Principal 
jwhite@lmclakers.org 
 

Elementary School 
3165 Washington Avenue 
St. Joseph, MI 49085 
(269) 429-0227 
Sherri Kirschner, Principal 
skirschner@lmclakers.org 
 

Business Office 
220 Church Street 
St. Joseph, MI 49085 
(269) 983-5529 

Knights of Columbus 
Council 1120 
 
Join us, as we continue our mission of Charity, 
Unity, Fraternity, and Patriotism. All practicing 
Catholic men 18 years or older are invited to 
join.  For more information contact Membership 
Director, Paul LaFlamme at 651-380-7183. 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
September 10  ●  2:00 pm 
Parish Picnic .......... St. Bernard’s Church Grounds 
September 24 ●  11:00 am 
Corporate Communion ........ St. Bernard’s Church 
October 3 ●  6:00 pm 
K of C Officers Meeting 
 ................................. Knights Room in St. Bernard 
K of C Rosary ........................ St. Bernard’s Church 
K of C Monthly Meeting ........................................  
 ................................... St. Bernard’s Parish Center 
October 10  ●  12:00 noon 
American Red Cross Blood Drive 
 ................................... St. Bernard’s Parish Center 

Music Ministry Meeting 
Monday, September 18th at 7:00 pm 

 

Do you play an instrument?  Do you love to sing 
but do not know how to read music?  No worries, 
all are welcome to join our Music Ministry.  There 
will be a meeting on Monday, September 18 at 
7:00 pm in St. Bernard’s Classroom, to see what 
Father John Peter is envisioning for our parish to 
enhance our Masses.   
Singing is the sign of the heart’s joy (cf.. Acts 2:46)  

https://lmclakers.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=63fb9e4d4d460febdde2c9e13&id=cb6748015d&e=e8f5dc31f8

