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Today,	July	17,	2016,	we	gather	together	to	celebrate,	in	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ,	with	our	Bishop	Paul	J.	
Bradley,	priests,	deacons,	religious	sisters	and	brothers,	seminarians,	parishioners,	staff,	and	
visitors,	the	125th	anniversary	of	St.	John’s.	Our	joy	lays	in	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ	who	yesterday	called	
our	ancestors	and	today	calls	us	to	be	His	disciples	and	build	His	kingdom	in	this	area	of	Southwest	
Michigan.	
	
This	commemoraMve	booklet	is	to	honor	those	families	from	Italy,	Ireland,	and	other	European	
countries	that	came	to	establish	themselves	in	this	“piece	of	paradise”	of	Michigan	realizing	their	
dreams	for	the	future	of	their	children,	the	success	of	their	business,	and	the	flourishing	of	their	
faith.	This	booklet	also	honors	all	priests,	deacons,	religious	sisters	and	brothers,	teachers,	alumni,	
parishioners,	and	benefactors	who	worked	Mrelessly	and	contributed	generously,	with	the	giTs	God	
blessed	them,	for	over	the	past	125	years	to	make	of	SS.	John	and	Bernard	parish	and	school	the	
loving	and	caring	family	we	are	today.	Today,	is	a	good	Mme	to	reflect	on	the	past,	to	value	our	
present,	and	to	dream,	as	many	of	our	ancestors	did,	for	the	future	of	our	parish	and	the	generaMons	
to	come.	In	browsing	the	pages	of	this	commemoraMve	booklet,	you	will	find	the	names	of	people	
who	have	passed	away	and	are	sMll	precious	to	you	and	to	our	parish	family	as	well;	you	will	also	see	
and	contemplate	the	beauMful	faces	of	children,	teens,	young	adults,	adults,	and	elderly	whose	
smiles	convey	the	joy	of	being	disciples	of	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ	at	the	present	moment	as	well	as	
over	this	125	years	of	history.	Though	the	pictures	of	some	members	of	our	parish	family	are	not	
here	-	homebound,	ill	or	don’t	like	pictures	at	all-	they	are	important	to	us	and	conMnue	being	
essenMal	in	the	beaMng	heart	of	St.	John’s.				
	
May	St.	John	and	St.	Bernard,	our	patron	saints,	intercede	before	the	Lord	for	us	as	we	conMnue	
wriMng	another	chapter	in	the	historic	book	of	our	parish	while	walking	on	this	journey	of	faith	and	
hope	that	leads	us	to	the	Eternal	Jerusalem.	In	Christ	and	with	Christ,	safe	and	joyful	journey.		
	
Happy	and	joyful	125th	anniversary	and	ad	multos	annos!	
Very	Reverend	German	Perez,	V.F.	
Pastor		

	

				



Reflec.ons		
In	The	
Past	



Parish History 
 
The French Jesuit missionaries brought the Catholic faith to Southwest Michigan in the late 1600's.  
St. Joseph began as a Mission in 1690 and became a Parish in 1720.  The Catholics in the Benton 
Harbor area attended mass in St. Joseph until 1891, when St. John's was established as a Mission, 
named after St. John the Evangelist.  Fr. James Gore, Pastor of St. Joseph's, cared for St. John's 
until 1895.  Fr. Dennis Mulcahy was the first resident Pastor, serving from 1895 until his death in 
1924.  The rectory was built in 1912.   
 
St. John's School opened in 1915 with five Sisters of the Immaculate Heart of Mary.  The high school 
opened the following year and its first class graduated in 1920.  St. John's High School graduated 
1,145 students through 1969, when St. John's and St. Joseph's merged to form Lake Michigan 
Catholic Schools. 
 
Fr. George Whitman came as Pastor in 1925 and served until 1948.  A new convent for the Sisters 
was built in 1927.  The gymnasium-Parish hall was built in 1931, and was used for Sunday Masses 
from 1935-1938 while the church was being reconstructed. 
 
Fr. Joseph Byrne served as Pastor from 1948 until 1972.  In 1952, a new 12-room high school was 
built.  Also during this time, a cafeteria and 6 additional classrooms were built as well as a new 
heating plant in 1959.  The radio broadcast of Sunday morning Mass began in 1953 and still 
continues every Sunday, 10:00-11:00 a.m. on WSJM. 
 
St. Bernard Parish was established in 1961, named for St. Bernard of Clairvaux, with about 400 
families from St. John's, on 15 acres on Delaware Avenue in Fairplain, purchased in 1955 by Msgr. 
Byrne.  Fr. Charles Beuscher (1961-1967) served as its first Pastor, during the building of the church 
and classrooms (1962).  Fr. David Bell followed as Pastor (1967-1969).  Fr. Eugene Sears 
(1969-1974) served as Pastor, and helped in the merger of St. John's and St. Joseph's into Lake 
Michigan Catholic Schools, and in the formation of the Twin City Area Catholic School Fund. 
 
Meanwhile, Fr. Leroy White became Pastor of St. John's in 1972, serving until 1982.  During this 
period the Church reached out to the community through the newly-established Catholic Community 
Center and the Readiness Center (under the direction of the Sisters of Mercy).  The Soup Kitchen 
and the Housing Counseling Center were also started and are now independent institutions.   
 
Fr. Leo Taubitz came to St. Bernard's in 1974 and served as Pastor until 1981, during which time two 
classrooms were transformed into the social hall and the church sanctuary was moved to the west 
side of the church.  Fr. Brendan Tarrier, O.P., served as St. Bernard's Pastor from 1981-1995, as the 
Parish grew to over 500 families.   
 
 
 
 
 

Courtesy of SS. John & Bernard 
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Fr. David Adams came to St. John's as Pastor in 1982 and was also made administrator of St. 
Bernard's in 1995 when Fr. Tarrier retired. 
 
On July 1, 1996, when St. John's was 105 years old and St. Bernard's was 35 years old, the two 
Parishes were combined into one by official decree of Bishop Alfred Markiewics.  Fr. Adams was 
named as the Pastor of this newly-established parish of St. John-Bernard (now SS. John and 
Bernard Parish).  A new Pastoral council and a new finance council were chosen to serve the new 
Parish.  Both church facilities are utilized for liturgical worship, meetings, R.C.I.A., socials and 
religious education, serving the needs of the entire Parish community. 
 
In August 2001, Bishop James Murray assigned Fr. Lawrence Kroll as Pastor of SS. John and 
Bernard Parish.  Fr. Kroll began major renovations of the St. John rectory and was instrumental in 
the stabilization of the enrollment and finances at Lake Michigan Catholic Schools. 
 
On August 6, 2003, Fr. Bill Jacobs became the third Pastor of the combined SS. John and Bernard 
Parish.  Fr. Bill began an immediate five-year plan of renovations, property upgrade, and 
construction.  The old St. John's High School, gymnasium, and cafeteria were scheduled for 
demolition as this historic setting had fallen upon hard times and disrepair.  The old St. John's 
cafeteria was salvaged and remodeled into a new, state-of-the-art Readiness Center, dedicated by 
Bishop James Murray on February 12, 2004.  Next, work began on a new Catholic Community 
Center at the corner of Pearl and Catalpa Streets.  The facility was donated by Bud and Frances 
Piggot.  Dedication was by Bishop Paul Donovan on May 21, 2006. 
 
In the summer of 2006, work began on a $1 million Parish Center at the St. Bernard site.  This 
wonderful addition was donated by Frank and Grace Sink and opened in 2007.  Also in 2006, Sam 
and Connie Monte donated an entire new Altar space at St. Bernard's.  There is also a new 
Tabernacle in this space donated in memory of James McQuillan by his loving family. 
 
Then on August 29, 2015, Fr. German Perez-Diaz was installed as the new Pastor of SS. John and 
Bernard Parish.  
 
S. John & Bernard Parish loves to get together and will use any excuse to do it. There is a “Parish 
Appreciation Dinner” annually for all adults that volunteer their time & talent in any capacity with the 
Church: Eucharistic Minister, Lector, Christmas decorating helper, funeral luncheon helper, etc. It’s a 
catered dinner and a fun time for all. 
 
There is a wonderful “Parish Picnic” in the fall on the grounds at St. Bernard’s. There are games for 
kids, bingo, horse shoes and much more. Hamburgers, hot dogs, & brats are served.  Parishioners 
bring a dish to pass. Lots of volunteers are needed to help set up, but everyone pitches in and all 
had a great time! 
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An annual “Christmas Party” with Santa is something kids & adults look forward to. The Knights of 
Columbus hold an annual “Easter Egg Hunt” on Holy Saturday on the grounds at St. Bernard’s. It 
takes place after the “Blessing of the Easter Baskets” which is a long time tradition at the Parish. 
 
As the Parish history grows, so does the size and closeness of the Parish Family, just as the Parish 
mission statement suggests: "To grow as a Catholic community, united by the Holy Spirit, living our 
faith in Jesus Christ and sharing God's truth and love with all people."   
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St	John’s	-	1930’s		

Interior	–	1930’s	



Convent	-	1930’s		

Convent	Built	-	1926	



Pew	Directory	



1939		



1939		



Snapshots	of	the	Past	



1981	-	Father	White	 Father	Adams	at	Right		

Joshua	Havath	–	Altar	Boy	
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Wanda Alder’s First Communion 1939 at 
St. John’s.  Her name then was 

 Wanda Domanski and her godmother 
(pictured with her) was Katrina Sobcyk.   

Fr. Whitman was the pastor. 



	
Some of the IHM sisters had a little tradition of putting the newly baptized baby on their altar in their chapel.  

This is a picture of Sister Marjorie and two others on one of those days.   

September 1965 

                  Rose Ellen McCourt	



First Communion 1944 
Nancy Gosnick 
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Confirmation - 2011 
Andrew Duris 

 

Confirmation - 2011 
Andrew Duris & Dominic Mally 

 



Baptism – 2009 
Rosemary Appleton baptized 

Stephen & Elizabeth Appleton parents 
Anna and Aaron Clark Godparents 

 



Ruth Shuler  
Family Photos 



Ruth Shuler 
 Family Photos 



Ruth Shuler  
Family Photos 



Robert	and	Lucy	Biastock		
Marriage	

		April	29,	1950	



Gene	and	Gail	Rose		
Marriage	

	November	26,	1955	



Gene	&	Gail	Rose	
50th	Anniversary	



Katie (Jonatzke) and Bill Bacarella  
wedding day at  St. John's on May 31, 2014 

Dan and Dorothy O'Connell on their wedding day at 
St. John’s on November 9, 1957 

Dan	and	Dorothy	O'Connell		
KaLe	(Jonatzke)	and	Bill	Bacarella		



My	Grandmother	is	a	member	of	SS.	John	and	Bernard	Parish.			
	
My	husband,	Bill	Bacarella	and	I	were	married	in	St.	John’s	on	May	31,	2014.		When	trying	to	decide	
where	and	what	church	to	be	married	in	(my	husband	is	from	Monroe,	MI),	my	father,	James	Jonatzke	
told	me	about	St.	John’s.		I	was	looking	for	a	beauMful,	tradiMonal	church	to	be	married	in,	and	that’s	
exactly	what	St	John’s	is.		It	held	a	very	deep	meaning	for	my	family.	
	
My	grandmother,	Dorothy	(Flood)	O’Connell,	married	my	grandfather,	Dan	O’Connell	in	St.	John’s	on	
November	9,	1957.		My	father’s	family	lived	over	on	Pearl	St,	and	my	father	made	his	First	Communion	
at	St.	John’s	and	was	an	altar	server.	
	
My	Grandfather	passed	on	January	13,	2012.	
	
Being	married	in	St.	John’s	was	a	beauMful	way	to	pay	homage	to	my	family’s	history	with	the	church	
and	have	my	Grandfather	there	in	spirit.	
	
	

KaMe	(Jonatzke)	Bacarella,	Dorothy	O'Connell	
and	Bill	Bacarella	on	

Bill	and	KaMe's	wedding	day,	May	31,	2014.		
	

Dorothy	is	holding	a	photo	of	her	
and	her	late	husband,	Dan	O'Connell	on	their	

wedding	day	at	St.	John's.	
(November	9,	1957)	

A	Tribute	
From		

KaLe	(Jonatzke)	Bacarella	



Peter	&	Raejene	Shaffer	
Marriage	

	June	19,	1992	



Roland	and	Ruth	Shuler	
	Marriage	

November	25,	1961	



Rhonda	&	Kevin	Galligan		
Marriage	

September	30,	1989	



Our St. John School – Benton Harbor, Mich.  
 
In 1915, five IHM Sisters made the 10-hour train trip from Monroe to Benton Harbor, Mich. to open 
St. John School for students in grades one through eight. 
 
Once they arrived, they discovered the school building was unfinished. To add to the sisters’ 
disappointment, “When the school bell called the Catholic youth of Benton Harbor, only 76 
responded,” according to the convent chronicler. 
 
The following year was noteworthy to the chronicler because “nothing of an alarming nature took 
place.” The school added a high school that year, starting with a ninth grade and adding one grade 
per year. The first senior class graduated in June 1920. 
 
Enrollment increased to nearly 200 students by 1925.  The boys’ choir became active; a student 
council was organized; and the newly formed  boys’ football and basketball teams known as “the 
Irish,” created a “keen interest in athletics.”  Girls’ volleyball and basketball teams began in 1944. 
 
During the 1950’s, the parish built a new high school.  The school newspaper, Irish Spotlight, first 
rolled off the press in 1953.  and the yearbook, The Eagle, was first published in 1954.  During the 
winter of 1958, the chronicler noted that “…we were snowed in to a depth of two free days!” 
 
During 1967, our Featured Class Year, 13 IHM Sisters taught the 741 students.  The football team 
defeated rival St. Joseph in the homecoming game for the first time in seven years.  On Jan. 27, ‘At 
7a.m. Began the snowstorm that developed into the biggest blizzard of the automobile age!”  The 
school remained closed until Feb. 1.  Snow cancelled classes just a few weeks later during the 
“second biggest blizzard.” 
 
The junior/senior prom took place April 1 in the school cafeteria, and Shoreham Inn hosted the 
dinner dance on May 3.  Seniors picnicked at Jack & Jill Dude Ranch May 29.  On June 4, at 
1:30p.m, the 62 seniors graduated.   
 
A year later, St. John experienced a serious financial crisis.  In March 1968, the parish began a 
campaign to keep the school open for another year.  Although the campaign was successful, an 
independent survey showed that the merger of the Catholic schools in the area – St. John, St. 
Joseph and St. Bernard – was necessary for any of the schools to survive.  A 1969 merger resulted 
in the creation of the Lake Michigan Catholic School System (LMCSS).  
 
The last to graduate from St. John Benton Harbor was the Class of 1969.  LMCSS still operates for 
students in preschool through grade 12. 
 

Courtesy	of	website:		
h5p://ihmsisters.org/wp-content/uploads/

2013/06/StJohnBentonHarbor.pdf	
	

St.	John’s	School	



St.	John’s	School	



1145 	Students	Graduated	From	
St	John’s	High	School	







Reajene	Shaffer	
Memoir	

I remember going into church and seeing Father Limbert praying the rosary while he was walking up 
and down the aisles of church. 
 
We ate lunch in the church basement until the cafeteria was built.  When there was a funeral in 
church we were not allowed to talk during lunch.  We played in the street at lunch recess.  Catalpa 
Street was barricaded between Pearl and Columbus for recess.  We watched the lunchroom addition 
being built about 1960. 
 
I can remember “helping” my dad plan the driveway at the rectory. He drew the preliminary, basic 
plans for the driveway.  He planned the driveway to accommodate the large cars of the mid 1950’s. I 
stood next to him at the dining room table asking him “why” he was doing this or that. The driveway 
concrete was poured either the summer of 1956 or 1957.  The day the concrete was poured my 
younger sister, Reta, and I had a packed a lunch and we went to the back steps of the rectory and 
under the watchful eyes of the housekeeper, Theresa Long, we watched the driveway taking shape.  
We were all fascinated by all the cement trucks and the men working!   It was a fun day for us.  My 
dad also planned and helped build the original garage at the rectory.  That is the part of the garage 
that is closest to the school.  It was, at that time, a one car garage. 
 
I was allowed to help decorate at Christmas.  I remember carrying the statues upstairs to be put into 
the manger.  I very carefully walked up the steps with Mary and placed her in the manger.   
I was four years old the first time I helped. 
 

St Johns elevator dedication 1988                                                
Raejene Shafer and Father Adams 
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This is a story that needs to be shared. 
  
The Christmas manger at St. John’s was built by my father.  He built it during the summer of 1952 
when I was a newborn.  My parents had been married for ten years when I was born.  My father built 
the manger in gratitude of God for being blessed with a healthy baby.  He drew and painted the 
background himself.  The manger is made out of scrap wood and twigs from trees that he put 
together.  It is held together with hooks and eyelets.  The crib was made to be in scale with statues.  
The original roof was straw or hay.  The roof has been replaced several times. He also fashioned the 
roof and back so that a light could be hung to look like a star shining through to guide the shepherds 
and wise men to baby Jesus.  When the manger was first made we had a Communion rail.  The 
manger fit on top of the Communion rail that was the same height.  He would put three trees in the 
back of the manger with white lights on them.  The manger has become a classic in the church.  
Unfortunately, he never signed his work.  He also built the outside manger that went between the 
church and the rectory.  That has been replaced many times.  
 
 

	

Reajene	Shaffer	
Memoir	

Manger 1952 Ray Terlisner 
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Ruth Shuler's memories of St. John’s Parish: 
 
The picture of me in my wedding gown and my husband Roland outside the old communion rail 
shows us celebrating the old time practice of a new bride putting flowers in front of the Mary statue 
and saying a prayer to Our Blessed Mother asking for her blessing of our marriage.  At that time 
(1961) if your spouse was not Catholic, they would have to attend a series of meetings with the 
priest and agree to raise the children Catholic. The wedding ceremony was held in the Rectory as it 
could not take place in the Church unless both parties were Catholic. 
 
My parents were very involved in the life of the parish.  At that time, there were two ladies’ groups, 
the Altar Society and the Bronson Study Club that my mother belonged to and was very active in 
both.  They raised money for the church and provided a Catholic social life for the women.  They 
held many bake sales and paper drives to support the needs of the church and the school.  My dad 
was a time keeper for the St. John’s basketball team for many years. 
 
The gymnasium had a stage where we had school plays and occasional orchestra concerts. 
 
At that time, our parish had Our Mother of Perpetual Help devotions every Tuesday evening.  We 
attended as a family and I remember being impressed as a young girl that my father always sang.  
Not many of the fathers I knew ever sang in church. 
 
Our school days always began with 8am mass.  When I was in 8 th  grade, the nun teaching music 
at St. John’s School decided that Dolores Garlanger, Betty Hagenbarth and I needed to learn how to 
play the old pipe organ in the church.  We were allowed to take a friend with us and go over to the 
choir loft during our study period to practice.  We were expected to alternate playing the 6:30am 
mass, the 8 am mass, Sunday mass and Tuesday devotions.  If you played the 6:30 mass, you were 
paid a $1 for each mass that you played.  The others you were just expected to play if it was your 
turn.  When the weather was decent, I rode my bike back and forth to the early mass, leaving it 
outside against the street sign.  When it was pouring rain or too cold, my Dad would take me back 
and forth before he went to work. 
 
And when it rained hard, many of the pipes on the old organ did not work. 
 
In 1972, Fr. Leroy White asked me to be the organist for St. John’s.  He wanted a choir and we 
began with Bill Miller as director and about eight singers.  Bill left us in a few years, but the choir 
slowly grew. It was our good fortune that St. Joseph Church was without an organist/choir director 
for a short period and four of their members came to our parish. 

Ruth	Shuler	
Memoir	
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The Midnight Mass was always very crowded and when I was growing up you had to be in high 
school to be able to attend. After I was organist, there was one Christmas Eve that we had a terrible 
snowstorm.  My adult son drove me to church because the choir was supposed to sing.  Harold 
Hansen who could walk to church from his house was the only choir member there.  I think there 
was 10 of us plus the priest at that Mass. 
	

	

Ruth	Shuler	
Memoir	
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Patricia	Clark	
Memoir	

 
 A paternal great-great grandfather (Joseph William Hauser) was a founding member of St. Joseph 
Catholic Church.  One of his sons, my great grandfather’s (Joseph Nicholas Hauser) family married 
at St Joseph Parish, and as Benton Harbor began to grow, they moved to Benton Harbor and joined 
the newly built St John’s Catholic Church.   
 
Out of his five daughters, four became teachers. They attended the early days of St. John’s School 
and two of my great aunts, Mildred and Ruth Lhotka, would become elementary teachers for years at 
St John’s School.  My father, Robert Biastock, was an altar server and both of my parents would 
graduate from St. John’s High School in different classes.  Monsignor Byrne married my parents, 
Lucy and Robert Biastock at St John’s Church.  They would see that their children were baptized and 
also raised in the Catholic faith.  Monsignor Byrne, Father Limbert, Father Adams and many other 
priests were my parents friends along with being our Parish Priests. 
 
I was told that Monsignor Byrne could speak five or six languages.  I recall a story of my mother’s 
immigrant Italian grandfather (LeoPoldo Ghidotti) coming into town just to go to confession before 
Easter.  Monsignor Byrne heard his confession that day and they both spoke in Italian where others 
outside the confessional could hear them both.  Speaking in Italian was something Monsignor Byrne 
could do. 
 
I can still remember the many individuals and families that would devote their work and give years of 
dedication and service to the church and school.  I have fond memories of St John’s Church and 
school.  I remember having to go to weekly mass, the uniforms we wore, how we would have to fast 
and how I loved the lunch ladies’ apple crisp on Fridays in grade school. 
  
For recess, the side streets were blocked off and students played in the parking lot and road with a 
ball or just made silly games up.  In the original school building, the classrooms I recall the big 
windows with no screens, the huge coat rooms between the classrooms, the steam heat registers 
and huge chalkboards. Four classrooms on the main floor and the second floor mirrored the first floor 
with the exception that the second floor also had a principal office on it.  The library was in the 
basement and the girl’s restroom had many stalls in the basement of the original school building.  
When I started school at St John’s, all the nuns wore long habits.  I recall them walking on the 
sidewalk between the school, church, and convent with their arms in their sleeves and the rosary 
hanging from their waists. 
 
Once I went to the convent and there was a peaceful garden with a bench in it.  I was sitting on the 
bench under a shade tree and recall perfect serenity and how lucky I thought it would be to be living 
in the convent.  I remember the school friends and realized how many of them came from large 
families like me. 
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Patricia	Clark	
Memoir		

The lockers and the gymnasium and the small chapel were in the newer buildings were pretty nice 
back then.  When a priest visited your classroom, everyone knew to stand up to greet him. Times 
have changed through the years and the Catholic Church has also changed and like many, we live 
through the changes and transitions. 
 
The real beginning of my Catholic “Wonder Years” actually happened for me in third grade. The new 
classrooms at St. Bernard’s were opened up for 1-3 graders beginning in January of 1968.  That year 
instead of going back to St John’s School building, I was sent to St. Bernard’s in January to finish my 
third grade class year after the Christmas break.  Going to my new classroom, I also recall my 
teacher, Sister Marian Therese, arriving in her “new” habit.   
 
Being in third grade, my reasoning was limited. I was in total shock and mortified with seeing her with 
legs!  Not only did she have legs – those legs had hose on them. I couldn’t even think, I just kept 
staring at Sisters legs as she was speaking to me. When I finally looked up, I remember wondering if 
she really was my teacher.  I wasn’t so sure. I was totally bewildered with her behavior.  I stared hard 
at her face – it was hers.  Except now it was with bit of her black curled hair showing from her new 
cap and nun habit. I didn’t like her hair or legs showing though. So, like any third grader not wanting 
to offend her, I just pretended not to notice her “new” habit and turned and took my seat in the 
classroom.   
 
A few years earlier a priest at our parish resigned from St Bernard’s and the priesthood and left the 
area.  Vatican II was never really explained to me.  I just began to somehow understand what a huge 
change this was in our church and school the day when Sister smiled her beautiful smile at me all 
awhile sporting her “new” look.  It was catching on everywhere and it would take me a few more 
years to really understand why Sister and other nuns did not like their old habits.  The days of girls 
having to wear their veils or mantillas and men hats seemed to disappear.  By 1969, all Latin masses 
were discontinued.   
 
When when I was in 10th Grade, my father was very ill and dying.  I was one of nine children, the 
youngest being only five then. My parents had just celebrated 25 years of marriage.  My father’s 
illness was very progressive and short.  Yet one fond memory of that difficult time was when one 
afternoon after school, retired Monsignor Byrne, Father Limbert and another priest showed up at our 
house.  All three of them were going to concelebrate a special mass that day for my dad and our 
family in our small living room. My dad could not leave the house because of his illness.  Their act of 
kindness was very special and always remembered by our family who lost our father about two 
weeks later. 
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Patricia	Clark	
Memoir	 		

I remember when the students in my classroom at St. John’s were given a survey for suggestions of 
a new name for the merger of St. Joseph & St. John’s into the new Catholic School.  We were told 
later that our school would hence forth, be called “Lake Michigan Catholic”.   
 
I was pleased they asked the students for their input and felt somehow we had an active 
part in this historical event and that I would later graduate in the class of 1977 at LMCHS.  
The 1977 LMC Class was one of the largest graduating class of the schools history.  
 
I met my husband, Patrick Clark, while we both attended Lake Michigan High School. 
After graduation from Lake Michigan Catholic High School, Pat & I married and have raised our three 
children, Anna, Elizabeth and Aaron Clark.   
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SJ	Basket	Ball	Team	
	1921	





SJ	Class	of	1943	

Robert Biastock 
 in SJ Sweater 

Class of 1943 





Last Class to go 1st through 12th grade at St John’s 
 1969 

First Class of Seniors to Graduate from St Johns 
   1920 





Eighth Grade Class 
(Yard Between SJ & School) 

Sophomore Class 
(In Old SJ Gym)  

1952-1953 



First Grade   
(Last Class of St John’s) 

Third and Fourth Grade Classes 
(Mrs. Sawatzki Teacher)  

 1959-1960 



St	John’s	School	

1960-1961 Fourth Grade Class 
(Mildred Lhotka, Teacher 

Sister Regina Irene, Teacher) 

Class Trip 
1960-61 



Father Limbert  
 Commencement Speaker 

Recessional 

Ceremony 

St	John’s	Class	of	1968	



Ceremony 

After           
Ceremony 

St	John’s	Class	of	1968	





Reflec.ons		
In	The	
Present	



Deacon 
Art Morsaw 

Deacon          
   Gallagher 

Father  
Mike 

Father  
German 

Kathy Kissane 

Pam Blakeman 

Phil Sirk 



	
Rectory		

	



The	Altar	



Reflec.ons		
Of	The	
Future	



Christmas	Pageants		



Music	

Juanita 
 Grover 

Peggy  
Hanley 

Marcia  
Grover 

RCIA	

Habitat	

Katrina Ogata 



Catholic	Community	Center		



Readiness	Center	

Knights	of	Columbus	



	
Lake	Michigan	Catholic	

		

PHILOSOPHY	
“ChrisHan	community	is	not	merely	a	concept	to	be	taught	but	a	reality	to	be	lived.”	
–Pope	John	Paul	II	
	
	
MISSION	
Nourishing	the	Human	Spirit—mind,	body	and	soul—through	Jesus	Christ.	
	
	
MOTTO	
“Be	it	known	to	all	who	enter	here	that	CHRIST	is	the	reason	for	this	school.	He	is	the	
unseen	but	ever	present	teacher	in	its	classes.	He	is	the	model	of	its	faculty	and	the	
inspiraMon	of	its	students.”	
–author	unknown	
	

Courtesy	of		lmclakers.org	





	
Nourishing	the	human	spirit	–	mind,	body,		

and	soul	–	through	Jesus	Christ 
	

TK	Students	A]end	Weekly	Mass	
TK	-	1st	Mass	A]endance	02-04-16	







St	John’s	125th		
Anniversary	Celebra.on	

	In	Gra.tude	
	

To	all	Parishioners	and	friends	who	have	contributed	historical	informa.on,	
	stories	and	photographs	and	a	special	thank	you	to,	

	
	
	






